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FOREWORD

Many people disbe-
lieve in a heaven, and
many more do not be-
lieve 1n a purgatory.
Probably you have been
amusged, perhaps even
disgusted, with the usual
conceptions or deserip-
tions of hoth places. The
author of this book, how-
ever, does mnot draw
upon his imagination.
He sticks strietly to the
sacred Seriptures and
points out to you only
what the Bible =says
about Heaven and Pur-
gatory.

Ter PUBLISHERS

Heaven and Purgatory

€T OOK at that headline in the morning pa-
per. ‘Three Murderers HElectrocuted;
Spurn Aid of Clergy.” Seems to me these erim-
inals are becoming more hardened every day.”
With these words Mr. Churchman greeted Mr.
Christian as the latter entered his office.
Christian: Well, what about 1t?

Churchman: What about it! Why, suech men,
knowing that in a few minutes they shall die
and be compelled to meet their Maker, refuse
the last rites of the clergy! Would you think
that they wanted to go to hell for ever? Why,
this paper tells of three men that were electro-
cuted last night at the Sing Sing prison for kill-
ing the warden of another prison. One of them
was a Catholie, another was a Protestant Epis-
copal, and the third was a Jew. When the
time came to lead these men to the death cham-
ber the prison officials had kindly arranged for
the clergymen to be there to administer to those
condemned men the last rites. The first one to
go to the chair was the Catholie, and when the
priest stepped forward to administer the last
service the condemned man not only refused
him, but cursed the minister and went to death
scorning the help of the clergyman. The next
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4 HeAvEN AND PURGATORY

one was led to the chair and he did the same
thing and refused to let the Episcopal elergy-
man do anything for him. Then the Jew fol-
lowed, and when the rabbi attempted to do some-
thing for him he refused. This paper says that
all three of these men went to death scorning
the aid of the clergymen. T cannot understand
why men would do that. These three clergymen
had their frip to the prison for nothing, when
the men might have had some good done for
them. What are we coming to, anyhow?

Christian: May I inquire, Mr. Churchman,
what good the Catholic priest could have done
for the man who was about to die, and what
good the Protestant preacher or the Jewish
rabbi might have done for the others that would
have helped them? If the Catholic priest could
have done some good for one, why could he not
have done the same thing for all the others?
Why should three elergymen be employed to be
on hand at such a time? Are there different
ways of gaving men who are all condemned to
die?

Churchman: Well now, that is rather a diffi-
cult question for me, but surely these clergymen
could have helped save the souls of these men.
Why do we have clergymen if they are not to
help when death is impending? I was brought
up a Catholic and I know that the Catholic
church teaches that the very wicked go to eter-
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nal torment, while the righteous go to everlast-
ing rest in heaven, and that those who die in
venial sin (that which is capable of being for-
given) go to a middle state of limited pun-
ishment; and that such place is called “purga-
tory”. If one goes to that place, purgatory, his
friends on earth may help him out if they em-
ploy the services of a priest of the church to
intervene for him. T know that many prayers are
made for those who thus die and go to purga-
tory. If this man, knowing that he was about
to die, would refuse to let the priest administer
the last rites to him, how could he expect any
clergyman ' thereafter to pray for the repose of
his soul in purgatory? Every Catholic knows
that when a person is about to die, if he is a
(latholie, the priest is called to administer the
last rites of the church. I have always under-
stood that such is a proper thing to do. Don’t
you think so?

Christian: What about the other fellow who
was a Protestant? Did he have any chance to
go to purgatory?

Churchman: Well, T don’t think the Protes-
tants believe in purgatory, but doubtless his
minister could have helped him go to heaven.

Christian: And the Jew, what about him?
Did he have a different kind of soul, or what
could his rabbi do for him?
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Churchman: You are asking me? T don’t know
about the Jews, I understand they do not believe
in going to heaven when they die; but maybe
they do. Don't you believe that all good persons
g0 to heaven when they die, and that the had
ones o to torment, and that the others who are
wicked go to purgatory and can later be trans-
ferred to heaven if some good priest says pray-
ers for them? Why, I thought almost everybody
believed that. Why, here I have a copy of the
Messenger of the Sacred Heart, which is a re-
ligious paper that I take rvegularly. It is pub-
lished by the Bxtension Press, at the Brooks
Building, Chicago. Let me read to you what
it says about what a priest can do at death:

The pardon crucifix, the aid of which is to obtain
pardon of God and to pardon one’s neighbors, is of
inestimable merit. Among its many benefits after be-
ing blessed by a priest, is that of a plenary indulgence
at the moment of death. _

1f the priest were there at the time of death
surely he could do as much as or more than the
crucifix that had been blessed by the priest.

Christian: From whom does the priest get
anthority or power to bless a crucifix and im-
part “inestimable merit” to it? Or where does
he get the authority to administer rites or bene-
fits to another at death?

Churchman: Why, from his church, and that
authority is given by the Bible. :

L ]
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Christian: Do you believe in God and in the
Bible?

Churchman: Why, certainly I do.

Christian: Then you should take what the
Blple says about this matter. T am sure you are
quite sincere, Mr. Churchman, and want to be-
lieve only what is right. T also know that the
Catholic church teaches that many go to pur-
gatory at death and can thereafter be aided by
the prayers of the living made in their behalf.
If you should find that the Bible does not sup-
port that purgatorial theory would you still be-
lieve it?

Churchman: Why, of course T would have to
believe what is in the Bible, because that is
God’s Word of truth. Surely the Bible teaches
tl}at men go to purgatory at death and can be
aided by the prayers of others, and especially
by t]lac<13 prf,%eri of ﬁhe priest. Surely the priests
would not be teaching somethi i i
Rk g hing that is not in

Christian: A moment ago you stated to me
that the Catholie church teaches that there are
three places to which persons may go at death;
that one is purgatory, another is heaven, and
another eternal torment. Can you tell me where
you learned that?

Churchman: Why certainly, I have a hook
right here in my desk, written by the late and
venerable Cardinal Gibbons, one of the greatest
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men in our church. It is called The Faith of Our
Fathers. [Takes the book from his desk] On
page 205 this statement is made: [R_eads]

The Catholic Church teaches that, besides a place
of eternal torments for the wicked and of everlasting
rest for the righteous, theve exists in the next life a
middle state of temporary punishment, allotted for
those who have died in venial sin, or who have not

satisfied the justice of Clod for sins already forgiven.

She also teaches us that, although the gouls consigned
to this intermediate state, commonly called purgatory,
cannot help themselves, they may be aided by the
suffrages of the faithful on earth. The existence of
purzatory naturally implies the correlative dogma—
the utility of praying for the dead—for the souls
consiened to this middle state have not reached the
term of their journey. They ave still exiles from heav-
en and fit subjects for Divine clemency.

Christian: I concede that it is stated in the
book, but is any Bible reference g;i_V:en to sup-
port that statement? Where in the Bible do you
find anything upon which can be hased the
theory of purgatory? If it is true that some go
to purgatory at death and there undergo pun-
ishment for an indefinite time, and can be re-
lieved by others, is it not reasonable fo expect
that some reference to the Bible can be found
to support it? AN

Churchman: Well, you know that it is the
practice in the church to administer the last
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rites or sacrifices just hefore death. Many a
man makes a confession and repents when he is
about to die, and the Protestant clergyman says
that such go to heaven, while T believe they go
to purgatory. Surely all these clergymen would
not be teaching the people that those who make
a confession on their deathbed go to heaven or
purgatory unless the Bible teaches that. Now
I remember a scripture text that the clergy use
to support their work when they administer the
last rites, and it shows that the dead go to pur-
gatory. It is about two thieves who were eruci-
fied at the same time Jesus was erucified and
one of them made a deathbed confession and
Jesus told him that he would go to paradise
that very day. If that is true, then the three men
who were electrocuted last night, as this paper
says, could have been benefited by the clergy
if they had confessed and asked for forgiveness.

Christian: If a man can be a thief all the days
of his life, or a murderer, and then a few min-
utes before his death make some confession be-
fore a priest or clergyman and be immediately
sent to purgatory or to heaven, that would be a
premium on erime, wouldn’t it? If deathbed con-
fessions provide an immediate passport into
ease or glory, then that would be much induce-
ment for many men to live digshonestly, under-
standing that they could escape at the last mo-
ment. I know that the clergymen teach this very
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strange and unreasonable doctrine and millions
of people have been induced to believe it. What
about a man who tries all his life to do right?
Does he fare any hetter? He deals honestly with
his neighbors, helps the poor, and goes straight,
as we say. He is illtreated and robbed by a
thief, and when they both come to die the thief
has only to confess to some clergyman a few
minutes before death and then everything is all
right with him. Honest men hear such teaching
and it disgusts them with the Bible. These often
say: “If that is the kind of God you serve, then
T don’t want to have anything to do with him.”
T submit that that kind of religious teaching
has produced a great crop of infidels and made
men much worse instead of better.

Churchman: But if the Bible teaches it, then
how are you going to get around it? If the Bi-
ble says the thief may go to heaven or paradise
if he confesses at death, how can you afford to
dispute it? :

Christian: T know that you honestly believe
that doctrine of purgatory concerning thieves
and murderers who make deathbed confessions,
but T am going to ask you to consider that Bible
text that you mention and let us see if it does
actually support such a theory. We both believe
the Bible is true, but we must understand what
the Bible means.

HeAvEN AND PURGATORY 11

Thief in Paradise -

Christian: Let me have your Bible and T will
read that scripture. It is found in Tiuke 23:
33, 34 and 39-43: “And when they were come to
the place, which is called Calvary, there they
crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the
right hand, and the other on the left. Then said
Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not
what they do. And they parted his raiment,
and cast lots. And one of the malefactors which
were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou be
Christ, save thyself and us. But the other an-
swering, rebuked him, saying, Dost not thou
fear God, seeing thou art in the same condem-
nation? And we indeed justly; for we receive
the due reward of our deeds; but this man hath
done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus,
L.ord, remember me when thou comest into thy
kingdom. And Jesus said unto him, Verily T
say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with me in
paradise.”

The contention is that the thief went to para-
dise. What is meant by paradise? Does it mean
purgatory or heaven, or where is it? The book
from which you just quoted, called The Faith
of Our Fathers, says, concerning “purgatory”,
that ‘there exists in the next life a middle state
of temporary punishment allotted for those who
have died in venial sin, or who have not satisfied
the justice of God for sins already forgiven.
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. .. The soul consigned to this intermediate
state, called purgatory, cannot help itself, but
may be aided by the prayers of others on earth’.
The contention of the clergymen now is that Je-
sus went to paradise and that the thief also went
there at the same time. If Jesus went to para-
dise, then paradise could not mean purgatory,
for the reason that he did not have any sins
whatsoever and there would have been no rea-
son for him to go there. Note these seriptures
concerning Jesus. ‘He was without blemish, and
without spot.” (1 Pet. 1:19) “Who did no sin,
neither was there deceit found in his mouth.
(1 Pet. 2: 22) ‘He was holy, harmless, undefiled,
and separate from sinners.’ (Ieh. 7:26) You
therefore see that paradise could not be purga-
tory such as is defined as a place for punish-
ment for sins.

Churchman: That is sound reasoning, T must
admit. Then it must be that the Protestant
clergymen are right, that paradise is another
name for heaven. We know that Jesus went to
heaven, and therefore paradise must mean
heaven. That would mean, then, that the thief
went to heaven that very day, because Jesus
said, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise”;
and that is what the Protestant clergymen
teach, I understand. '

Christian: No, it does not mean anything of
the kind. Jesus did not go to heaven that day;

—hve
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and about that there cannot be the slightest
doubt. If Jesus did not go to heaven that day,
then there must be something wrong about the
interpretation given by the Protestant preach-
ers. The Seriptural record is that Jesus was
dead, and in the grave for three days, and on
the third day he was resurrected from the dead
by the power of Jehovah. See 1 Corinthians
15: 3,4, and Acts 10:40. On the day he was
resurrected Jesus said to one of the women to
whom he appeared: “Touch me not; for I am
not yet ascended to my Father; but go to my
brethren, and say unto them, T ascend unto my
Father, and your Father; and to my God, and
your God.” (John 20:17) At least three days
had elapsed since the death of the thief, and
Jesus had not gone to heaven then. Further-
more, Jesus did not ascend into heaven until
the end of forty-three days after his erucifixion.
The record in Aets 1:6-11 is that on that date,
namely, forty-three days after the erucifixion,
and after the conversation with the thief on the
cross, Jesus ascended into heaven. If paradise
means heaven, and the thief went to paradise
the same day that he died, as the clergymen con-
tend, then he reached there forty-three days in
advance of Jesus. Thus he would be given the
preeminence over the Lord himself. That would
be wholly unreasonable, and it is wholly un-
seriptural. In Colossians 1:18 it is written that
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Jesus was the first one raised from the dead
and was given the preeminence over all. In
2 Timothy 1:10 it is written that by the appear-
ing of Jesus in heaven he opened the way to
life and immortality. That settles the question
beyond all doubt, that the thief had not been
even raised from the dead at the end of the
forty-three-day period, and, to be sure, could
not have appeared in paradise before Jesus
ascended into heaven. The Scriptures conclu-
sively state that when a man dies he must re-
main dead until the resurrection takes place.
‘We cannot imagine that the Lord God made a
more favorable arrangement for thieves than
he has made for honest and sincere men. The
Bible is entirely consistent with itself. Note
now God’s rule with regard to honest men.
The eleven disciples who remained faithful
and true to Jesus, and who continued faithful
unto death, had this rule clearly and positively
stated to them by Jesus, and they were told that
they could not go to heaven until the second
coming of Jesus Christ. In John the fourteenth
chapter it is written that Jesus said to them:
“I go [away to heaven] to prepare a place for
you. And . .. T will come again, and receive
you unto myself ; that where I am, there ye may
be also.” He did not say that these men would

die and come to him, but that at his second -

coming he would come for them. According to
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the clergymen the thief went to heaven the very
day he died, and these faithful diseiples of Je-
sus Christ must await the second coming of
Christ Jesus. Furthermore, Jesus said, in Mat-
thew 7:21: “Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Fa-
ther.” In what respect had the thief done the
will of God? Certainly none whatsoever. The
only thing he had done was to express his be-
lief that Jesus was the King. The Apostle Paul
was a faithful follower of Christ Jesus and a

speeial witness for the Lord to the Gentiles and

he said that he could not go to heaven until the
second eoming of the Liord and his resurrection.
His words in 2 Timothy 4:7,8 are: “I have
fought a good fight, T have finished my course,
I have kept the faith: henceforth there is laid
up for me a ecrown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that
day; and not to me only, but unte all them also
that love his appearing.” In that same chapter
it is recorded that the judgment of the dead
cannot take place until the second coming of
Christ Jesus and his kingdom, and you will
agree that his kingdom is not yet in full opera-
tiomn.

The Tiord laid down the rule by which all must
be governed who ever reach heaven, and it is
stated /in Matthew 16:24 in these words: “If
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any man will come after me, let him deny him-
self, and take up his cross, and follow me.” The
thief took no such action as here stated by Je-
sus, and certainly those who ‘confess for the
first time when they are upon their deathbed
could not possibly meet these requirements. The
divine rule here is that a man must follow in
the footsteps of Jesus, and he could not do that
when he did not start until he was ready to die.
Furthermore, Jesus stated that those who will
enter heaven must suffer persecution for right-

cousness’ sake and must overcome the world: .

MThe thief had suffered for wrong doing, and not
for righteous doing, and he had not even made
an effort to overcome the world. These three
men that you read about in the paper, who re-
fused the clergy, what could the clergy do to
get them into heaven or purgatory or anywhere
else? In 2 Timothy 2:11,12 is written, “It is
a faithful saying: For if we be dead with
[Christ Jesus], we shall also live with him: if
we suffer Twith him], we shall also reign with
him.” Again, it is written, in Philippians 1:29,
that there is given unto us, as Christians, the
privilege of ‘suffering with Christ Jesus, and
such is the condition that must be met by those
who go to heaven.

- Furthermore, the thief died upon the cross,
and dead creatures do not go to heaven or to
paradise. When a man is dead he does\not do
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anything, because he knows nothing. It is plain-
ly written in the Seriptures that ‘the living
know that they must die, but the dead know not
anything’, and that ‘there is no knowledge nor
wisdom nor device with the dead in the grave,
where they are’—Eeccl. 9: 5, 10.

Churchman: But you know the clergymen say
that when a man dies it is his body that dies
but the soul goes immediately to purgatory,
hell or heaven.

Christian: Again the clergymen are wrong,
because the Bible teaches exactly contrary to
that. Every person is a soul. No man has a
soul; and therefore ‘his soul’ eould not go any-
where. God formed man out of the elements of
the earth and breathed into his nostrils the
breath of life, and a soul, or living creature, re-
sulted. That is the plain statement in Genesis
92:7. When the breath goes out of a man he is
dead. Tt is the soul, otherwise called the man,
that is dead, because a man is a soul. But if
there is any doubt about it, there is another
seripture which plainly says: “The soul that
sinneth, it shall die.” (Ezek. 18:4) “What man
is he that liveth, and shall not see death? shall
he deliver his soul from the hand of the grave?”
(Ps. 89:48) Every animal is a soul, because the
seriptures so state. (Num. 31:28) Man is the
highest order of animal, and when he dies he
goes into the grave or condition of death, just
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like other animals. In proof of that, read Eccle-
siastes 3:19, 20.

Churchman: But doesn’t the seripture say
that the soul returns to God who gave it?

Christian: No, the seripture that you refer
to says that the breath or spirit of life returns
to God: “Then shall the dust return to the
earth as it was; and the spirit shall return unto
God who gave it.” (Eeccl. 12: 7) The word “spir-
it” here is the same word as in Genesis 6: 17 and
in the Hebrew rendered “breath” of life. God
gave the breath of life and God takes it away,
but the breath of life is not a living creature.
The theory of the clergymen is that the thief
went to heaven or paradise the same day he
was crucified, and they base that false theory
upon the further false theory of the inherent
immortality of all souls. The Devil is the one
who really made the statement that the soul does
not die, and Jesus says that the Devil was a
liar from the beginning. (Gen. 3:4; John 8:44)
The thief died and went into the grave, and he
is still in the grave; and he must remain there
until God’s due time for the returning of the
dead in the resurrection, and that is still future.
There is no doetrine more plainly taught in the
Bible than that of the resurrection of the dead.
If men ave alive in purgatory or paradise or
anywhere else they could not be resurrected,
because “resurrection” means raiging up to life.
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That being true, deathbed confessions of thieves
or other eriminals, or of any one else, for that
matter, cannot get them immediately into life
anywhere.

Churchman: Then tell me what Jesus meant
when he said to the thief: “Today shalt thou
be with me in paradise.”

Christian: 1 shall be very glad to do that,
because those words of Jesus are entirely con-
sistent with every other statement in the Bible
and mean exactly what they say. For three
vears and more, to the day of his crucifixion,
Jesus had been teaching the Jews concerning
the kingdom of God. Time and again he had
publicly taught that Jehovah God had sent him
into the world to tell them the truth, and that
one great truth he must tell, and did tell, was
of and concerning the kingdom of God, which
kingdom God had promised to Jesus. All the

prophets of God before the coming of Jesus had

foretold the coming of the Messiah, which means
Christ the Lord. Jesus had made it plain that
he was the long-promised Messiah, King and
Ruler. Practically everybody in Palestine knew
that he claimed to be the Son of God and the
King. The clergymen of that day were the
Pharisees and priests, and it was their duty to
know and to teach the Word of God to the peo-
ple. They had every reason to believe that Je-
sus was the Messiah, but they were selfish men
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and knew that when the people accepted him,
they, the clergymen, would have to hunt some
other kind of job. They opposed Jesus and
persecuted him and finally ecaused him to be
crucified. The Roman governor then in charge
of the affairs of Jerusalem offered to release
Jesus and not put him to death, but, instead,
the clergymen cried out for the release of Barab-
bas, a notorious criminal, and demanded the
life-blood of Jesus. The judgment was unjustly
given against Jesus and he was led to the cross
and there crucified. A sign was written and
placed over his cross, bearing these words:
“THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.” The
motley mob was erying out against the King
of the Jews; hence everybody knew that Jesus
claimed to be the King and claimed that he
would have a kingdom.

The clergy stood by and mocked Jesus, and
incited the mob to do the same thing. One of the
thieves who was being crucified mockingly cried
out to Jesus: “If thou be Christ [the King],
save thyself and us.” The other thief, evidently,
had reached the conclusion that Jesus was all
that he claimed to be, and that he was the King,
and that he would have a kingdom. So he re-
- buked the first-mentioned thief, and thus ad-
dressing his words to Jesus he showed that he
believed in Jesus, and he said to him: “Lord,
remember me when thou comest into thy king-
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dom.” The answer of Jesus to the thief is really
in the form of a question: “Verily I say unto
thee today: Shalt thou be with me in para-
dise?” Another translator renders this text in
this manner: “Verily I say unto thee this day:
“With me shalt thou be in paradise.” (Roth.)
The words of Jesus cannot be properly con-
strued to mean that he expected to go to para-
dise that very day himself. He made the state-
ment that very day that he was being crucified.
His words may be properly paraphrased like
this : “Thief, you have shown by your words that
you believe that T am Christ the King and that
I will have a kingdom. This is real faith on your
part, and when you see I am dying like wrong-
doers. But on this day I solemnly put a question
to you, Shall you be with me in paradise? To
be sure, I will have a paradise in due time and
the opportunity will be given to men to enter
into that paradise condition, and shall you be
with me then? You are exercising real faith to
be with me or on my side this day, when the
clergymen and all others are against me. Shall
you be with me and on my side when I come into
my kingdom and establish paradise? If so, you
will have a splendid chance.’

The words of Jesus do not positively, con-
clusively and arbitrarily state that the thief will
ever be in paradise, as many have been led to
believe. He did not say, “Thou shalt,” but his
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words are, “Shalt thou?” The form of the phrase
shows that there must be a condition attached
to the thief’s going to paradise, and that con-
dition would be that after he was raised from
the dead he still continue to exercise faith in
Christ Jesus as King and obey his law and
therefore be on the side of Jesus. Any other

construction placed upon these words of Jesus

would mean that Jesus then and there finally
and conclusively stated the judgment on the
thief regardless of what he might do when awak-
ened out of death. The judgment takes place at
the time of the resurrection or awakening out
of death. (John 5:29,30) To change the words
of Jesus and make them read, “Thou shalt be
with me,” instead of as they really are, “Shalt
thou?” is clearly wrong. No other reasonable
construction can be put upon the words of Je-
sus than that he propounded the question to
the thief.

It will be more tolerahble for the thief in para-
dise than for the clergymen, because on another
occasion Jesus said to these hypoeritical men:
“How can ye escape the damnation of hell?”
(Matt. 23:33) “But I say unto you, It shall be
more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the day of
judgment, than for you.” (Matt. 11: 22) Accord-
ing to the wrong construction that has been
placed upon this text, when upon the cross the
Lord then determined finally the destiny of
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the thief, regardless of what he might do when
the times of restoration begin. Such conclusion
is wholly inconsistent.

Churchman: Well, where did the thief go that
day when he died?

Christian: He did not go anywhere. He died,
and the presumption is that he was buried. You
may therefore properly say that the thief went
out of existence and thus must remain dead un-
til the resurrection. The thief is still dead, and
will not be awakened out of death until the
kingdom of Christ is in full control of earth’s
affairs. This is corroborated by the words writ-
ten in 2 Timothy 4:1: ‘The Lord Jesus Christ
shall judge the living and the dead at his ap-
pearing and his kingdom.” In Acts 24:15 it is
written: “There shall be a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and unjust.” Then all
those awakened out of death will be tried and
judged by the Lord Jesus as the great Judge.
Jesus said: ‘Marvel not at this: for the hour is
coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they
that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the res-
urrection by judgment.” (John 5:28, 29, R.V.)
Surely the thief had done evil, and he must come.
out of death at the appearing and kingdom of
Christ to receive his trial and judgment. At
that time, if he is still with the Lord, that is to
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say, on the side of the Tord, and has faith in the
Lord Jesus Christ and does right he will re-
ceive everlasting life, and his life will be on the
earth because God made the earth to be inhab-
ited and made man for the earth.—Tsa. 45: 12, 18.

Churchman : But what about paradise? What
is meant by that?

Christian: “Paradise” means a beautiful gar-
den, like Eden. During the reign of Christ the
earth itself will be made like unto paradise, be-
cause the promise of God is that the earth shall
be made glorious. (Isa. 60:13; Ezek. 36:35)
The thief, if obedient to the law of God’s king-
dom, will be given life everlastthg on the earth
and then he will be truly living in paradise.
Responding to the request of the thief, Jesus
said: “Verily I say unto thee today.” The word
“verily” means positively, firmly, truly or sure-
Iy, or amen; or as we say in these days, all
right. It is elear that this is in substance what
Jesus said to the thief: “You have made an im-
portant request of me, and you are on my side
when all others are against me. All right, now
I say to you firmly, Shall you be with me or on
my side in paradise? If so, you shall have an
opportunity for life’ '

Churchman: Why have so many . people
honestly given this text an improper meaning ?

Christian: The chief reason is that Satan
‘induced men to misconstrue the Seriptures, in
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order to hide the truth from them. One of the
ways in which he did that with this text is this:
You will note by an examination of the text that
there is a comma immediately following the
word “thee” and that the next word, “today,”
begins with a capital letter for the evident pur-
pose of giving emphasis. That makes the text
appear as though Jesus positively said to the
thief: “You shall go to paradise today.” There
were no punctuation marks in those days. Such
marks were first used in the fifteenth century.
Now omit the comma and put the emphasis on
the word “today”, and note that it reads: “I say
unto thee today [this day when all are against
me], Shalt thou be with me [on my side] in
paradise?’ The meaning is entirely different.
All portions of the Bible are consistent; and
when all other sceriptures show that when a man
dies he is dead and must remain so until the
resurrection, then this seripture must harmonize
with those; and the truth is that they do fully
harmonize.® .

Churchman: Then the thief has not gone to
purgatory yet?

Christian: No, he has not. There is no such
place as purgatory taught by the Bible, and
therefore the teaching concerning it is false.
You can se¢ how this seripture relative to the
thief has been wrongfully applied to teach pur-
gatory. There is not a single text in the Bible
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to warrant the conclusion that anyone goes to

purgatory.

Churchinan: Then the priests have no author-
ity or power to pray men out of purgatory?

Christian: Certainly not. No man has power
to forgive sins. Chrigt Jesus became the advo-
cate of those who are fully devoted to God, and
when these do some wrong and ask for forgive-
ness he makes intercession for them and God
forgives the sins. This is proven by the state-
ment written in 1 John 2:1, 2, which states that
if we sin we have an advocate with the Father,
which advocate is Jesus Christ; and then again,
in the same chapter: “God is light, and in him
is no darkmess at all. . . . If we confess
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness.” (1 John 1:5-9; 2:1) This proves that
no man has any authority to forgive sins, and
any man who claims to thusg have authority is
misrepresenting God and deceiving the people.

Churchman: In the light of these seriptures
it seems that if the priests or clergymen or any-
one else collects money from the living upon
the representation that such money is to be used
to say prayers for the dead to help them in pur-
gatory, such method is obtaining money under
false pretense and is therefore a great fraud
and a wrong.

T

e
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Christian: Your conclusion is exactly right.
This purgatory doctrine has been worked over-
time by men called “clergymen” or “priests”
and a great amount of money has been wrong-
fully collected from the people upon the pretext
that it would be used to get the dead out of
purgatory. The time has now eome when God
will make known the truth to the people, and
knowing the truth, they will turn away from
these false teachers and hypocrites and will
turn to God and righteousness.

Churchman: Why have not the people re-
ceived the truth long ago?

Christian: Because Satan has long been the
invigible ruler of this world and has blinded the
people by using the clergymen to teach false
doctrines to them. (2 Cor. 4:3,4) God’s prom-
ise is that at the end of the world light shall
gradually come and the people will know the
truth. (1 Cor. 10:11) That time has now come
and the people must know the truth, and they
are beginning to learn it. No doubt many a
priest has honestly thought he had a right to
pray for the dead and help them out of purga-
tory, because he had been improperly taught.
Many good, honest people have helieved that
their friends were or are in purgatory, and have
heen glad to give up money to help them. But
they have been wrong. Now they must know
the truth, and all honest persons will want to
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be guided by the truth. The value of the money
is not so much. The great wrong done has been
to misrepresent God by teaching that he would
permit men to go to a place of suffering and
punishment and permit other men to help them
out upon a money consideration. Thus God’s
name and his Word have been defamed; and the
Devil has been responsible for it.

Churchman: Then you do not think that the
Catholic priest, the Protestant clergyman or the
Jewish rabbi could have helped those three men
who were electrocuted last night?

Christian: Most certainly not. They had no
power to help them, and their pretense at so
doing would be and was a misrepresentation of
God. Tn all probability, when these poor fellows
who were electrocuted are brought forth from
the grave and told the truth they will have a
far better chance for everlasting life in para-
dise than that Catholic priest, the Protestant
clergyman or the Jewish rabbi.

Heaven

Churchman: I you can help me to understand
what the Bible teaches concerning a man’'s go-
ing to heaven I shall be very thankful. I have
attended many funerals and have often heard
officiating clergymen say concerning the dead:
“This man (or woman) is now in heaven. I
wonder if that is true? I have noticed that if a
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man had some influence over the people, and
had a good reputation and plenty of money, the
clergyman often says: ‘This man was a good
man and has gone straight to heaven.” Then I
have heard the clergyman say concerning the
dead : “This man made a full confession just be-
fore his death and expressed his faith in the
Tord, and when he died he went straight to
heaven and is now in heaven.’ What does the
Bible teach about these things?

Christian: In each instance which you have
mentioned the clergyman has been wrong and
has stated that which is not the truth.

Churchman: Often have T heard the clergy-
man at the funeral of some small ehild say some-
thing like this: “This little child never committed
a sin, and when it died it went straight into
heaven.” Many a time when I have observed the
wickedness of men I have thought how much
better it would have been had they died as little
children and gone straight to heaven, We know
that a babe is not responsible for wrongdoing,
and could not do wrong; and don’t you under-
stand that the clergyman was right when he
said that the babe has gone to heaven?

Christian: The clergyman making that state-
ment was entirely wrong. The Seriptures say:
“Behold, I was shapen in iniquity, and in sin did
my mother econceive me.” “Wherefore, as by one
man sin entered into the world, and death by
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sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that
all have sinned.” (Rom. 5:12) Because of
Adam’s sin all mankind have inherited sin; and
every baby is born a sinner, not because it did
wrong, but because it conld not avoid inheriting
imperfection. KEveryone who is imperfect is a
sinner in God’s sight. The only way to proper-
ly understand who go to heaven is to take the
Bible as our guide.

Churchman: You seem to have a good deal of
knowledge of the Bible. Would you mind telling
me what the Bible says about going to heaven?
I would like to know where heaven is, and how
people get there, and what they have to do in
order to go to heaven. Does God take some to
heaven whether they want to go or not? Do all
the good go to heaven when they die?

Christian: I shall endeavor to answer all your
questions from the Bible.

Churchman: Tf T find that T have been wrong
in what I have believed and you convince me
from the Bible what is the truth, shall T have
to join some denomination of the Protestant
churches? )

Christian: No, indeed no! Joining a Protes-
tant chureh would do you no good. Those or-
ganizations have no more truth than the Cath-
olics, and prohably have less. What you want
ig the truth; and seeing the truth, you should
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do God’s will, and not man’s will. Remember
that Jesus said concerning the Bible, which is
God’s Word: “Thy word is truth.” No man can
afford to accept anything that is out of harmony
with the Bible.

Churchman: Please, tell me what the Bible
says about going to heaven.

Christian: The great Creator of the universe
is God. He is the Almighty God and is also re=
vealed by the names Jehovah and Most High.
He caused the Bible, which is his Word, to be
written for the benefit of men who want to know
the truth and to do right. (2 Tim. 3:16, 17) The
habitation of Jehovah God is in heaven. He
caused to be written in his Word: “The heaven
is my throne, and the earth is my footstool.”
(Isa. 66:1) That means that heaven is more
lofty and exalted than the earth. Jehovah God
is the self-existing and immortal One. Concern-
ing him it is written, in 1 Timothy 6:16, that
‘he only hath immortality, dwelling in the light,
whom no man hath seen, nor ever can see’. The
reason is that God is the great spirit Being and
man is a human creature. By his prophet Isaiah
Jehovah declares that he made the earth for
man and he made man for the earth. (Isa.
45:12,18) God formed man ouf of the elements
of the earth, and hence it is written that man
is of the earth, and earthy. An earthly creature,
therefore, could not inhabit heaven. If he ever
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goes to heaven he must be changed from a hu-
man to a spirit creature. .

The organism or body of man is flesh, and
the life of man is in the blood. (Gen. 9:4) It
is stated, in 1 Corinthians 15:50, that “flesh
and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God”.
The doetrine universally taught to the people
by “organized Christianity”, so called, is that all
good men, women and children at death go to
heaven. There being so many branches and di-
visions of so-called “organized Christianity”,
and desiring to keep the people in the proper
attitude the clergy say to them: ‘It matters not
to which one of the churches you belong, just so
you belong to one. We are all traveling different
roads, but to the same goal, and that is heaven.’
This coneclusion is based upon the false doctrine
of inherent immortality of all souls. The teach-
ing is in substance this: That death does not
mean cessation of living existence, but merely
means the trangition from one condition of life
on earth to a condition of life either in heaven
or in hell. So far as orthodox religion is con-
cerned, earth is merely a breeding place or an
incubator to produce and nourish creatures for
one or the other of two places, hell or heaven.

A man of a community who has been success-
ful in business, is a member of some church or-
ganization, has rendered public service to the
people and contributed large sums of money to
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the poor, ends his earthly course in-death. At
his funeral the clergyman unhesitatingly tells
those who hear that this man was a good man
and that he is not dead but that he has passed
immediately into heaven. The people are in-
duced to believe his statement, and many do be-
lieve it. The statement of the clergyman, how-
ever, is wholly unsupported by the Word of God,
and is therefore untrue. It misleads the people
and gives them an entirely false conception of
God’s purpose. If the man just described is
classed as a good man and, according to the
clergy, goes immediately to heaven, then it fol-
lows that heaven must be full of like men who
have lived and died. However, the man thus
deseribed is not good within the meaning of
the Seriptures.

The Bible shows that Abel, Enoch, Abraham,
Isaac and all of his prophets received the ap-
proval of God. (Heb.11:1-39) They died faithful
to God. Concerning David, one of these proph-
ets, it is even written that he was a man after
God’s own heart. Those men not only did good
to the people, but were faithfully devoted to
(Gtod and to his righteous cause. They all died,
but not one of them went to heaven or ever ean
be in heaven. Some of them died practically
three thousand years before Jesus was on earth.
According to the teachings of the orthodox
clergy, all those men must have gone to heaven;
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and according to the testimony of Jesus, who
spoke with authority, not one of them went to
heaven. You must choose whom you will be-
lieve, clergymen or the Bikle. In his conversa-
tion with Nicodemus, Jesus said: “No man hath
ascended up to heaven.” (John 3:13) This is
conclusive proof that not one of them went to
heaven. Kyven though David was a man after
God’s own heart, and had God’s approval, it is
written, in Acts 2:34: “David is not ascended
into the heavens.”

Jesus named John the Baptist as the greatest
of all the prophets. God selected John to he the
announcer of the Messiah, and John was faith-
ful and true to his commission and suffered
martyrdom hecause of his faithfulness to God.
Concerning John, Jesus said: “He that is least
in the kingdom of heaven is greater than
[John].” (Matt. 11:11) The reason that these
good and faithful men did not go to heaven and
never can be in heaven is plainly set forth in
the Bible and enables one to see clearly what is
required to take place before one of the human
race can be taken to heaven.

The Bible is consistent: every part thereof is
in harmony with every other part. The proper
understanding of the Bible makes clear the pur-
pose of Jehovah God. Man is a human c¢reature;
and since no human creature can enter heaven,
which is the habitation of the spirit ereatures,
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then it follows that a man could not enter heay-
en without being changed from human to spirit.
Jesus spoke with authority and he said to Nico-
demus: “Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God. That which is born of
the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the
spirit is spirit.” (John 3:3,6) In other words,
in order for a man to go to heaven he must be
born of the spirit and become a spirit creature.
The statement by the clergy and other ortho-
dox supporters that there are many roads lead-
ing to heaven is utterly false and is not sup-
ported by any scripture in the Bible. God has
pointed out in his Word one way, and just one,
by which the man may in due course enter the
heavenly realm. This is so important that we
cannot afford to accept the opinions of any man
upon the question. The Bible alone is the au-
thority upon which we must rely.

The Way

‘When the first man was sentenced to death
God announced then and there his purpose to
bring forth from his universal organization a
seed which would be used as his chief instru-
ment for the establishment of righteousness on
earth and to bring man back into harmony with
himself. That seed is made up of those who con-
stitute the heavenly kingdom. The seventh chap-
ter of Revelation is authority for the statement
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that there will be only 144,000 and One of that
specially favored and elect kingdom elass. The
One is Christ Jesus and the 144,000 are his
associates and members of his body. These will
be of the kingdom, while at the same time there
will be a great number who will be taken from
amongst men and will see the kingdom but not
be of it. All of these, however, must he horn
again, as Jesus told Nicodemus.

Jesus became a man in order that he might
be qualified to pay the ransom price and redeem
mankind from death. It was the will of God
that Jesus should take this course, and Jesus
gladly and faithfully complied with God’s will.
In Philippians the second chapter it is recorded
that because of his faithfulness to God in the
performance of his covenant God raised up Je-
sus out of death and made him the Head of
the heavenly kingdom class and appointed him

to the position of his chief executive officer for

ever. Never before that time was it possible
for any man to go to heaven. The man Christ
Jesus was the first one to be changed from hu-
man to a gpirit ereature; hence it is written of
him, in Colossians 1:18,19: “He is the head of
the body, the church: who is the beginning, the
firstborn from the dead; that in all things he
might have the pre-eminence. For it pleased
the Father that in him should all fulness dwell.”
He was the first creature ever to get immortal-
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ity, and this he was given by Jehovah at his
resurrection. ;

Concerning Jesus and his resurrection and
appearing in heaven it is written, in 2 Timothy
1:10, that he brought life and immortality to
light. Before that there was no way open for
man to have everlasting life, and no possibility
for any man ever to have immortality or ever
to get to heaven. These facts are set forth so
plainly in the Seriptures that there is no ex-
cuse for any real student of the Bible to be mis-
led concerning the truth thereof.

After his resurrection and ascension into
heaven the way was opened for man to enter
that way to heaven, and then God began to take
out from amongst men those who shall be asso-
ciated with Christ Jesus in the kingdom of heav-
en. Only those living on earth at that time, or
who would live on earth thereafter, could possi-
bly be of the heavenly class, and these must
meet the conditions or requirements of God
before they eould be taken to heaven.

A rich ruler came to Jesus and asked him
what he should do to inherit eternal life. He told
Jesus that he had been obedient to the law of
(God in every respect. Jesus then said to the
ruler: “‘What you lack now is this: You must
sell all that you have and give to the poor, and
you shall have treasure in heaven; and come
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and follow me.” (Luke 18:18-23) What Jesus
really meant was that the affection of this man
should cease to be attached to things earthly,
and his devotion and allegiance should be to
God, because that was the course that Jesus
took.

To his disciples Jesus said: “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take
up his crogs, and follow me.” (Matt. 16: 24, 25)
No man would do what Jesus here says unless
he believes in God and in Christ as the great
Redeemer. These seriptures therefore prove that
in order for any man ever to make even a start
to go to heaven he must first believe that God
is the rewarder of those that diligently seek
him and serve him, and that Jesus Christ is
the Redeemer and Savior of man, and then he
must commit himself to the will of God by
agreeing to do God’s will as he learns it. Before
he could do these things he must have some
faith, and faith comes only by having a knowl-
edge of God’s purposes and then by relying up-
on God's Word. To say that a man can believe
anything that he wants to and reach heaven is
worse than error. It is clearly misleading, and
destructive of faith.

The agreement to do God’s will is not made
with man, but each individual must make it with
the Lord. This agreement is made only by those
who have and who exercise faith in God and in

b
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Christ. If God is pleased to do so, he makes a
covenant with the one thus showing his faith;
and this is called a covenant by sacrifice because
it is an agreement to do God’s will and it leads
to the sacrifice of everything that is earthly,
and this particularly includes the right of man
to live on earth. No one can decide to go to
heaven without sacrificing for ever his right to
live as a human creature. God then gives his
word of promise that such a one shall have the
right to live as a spirit creature and, if faithful
to his covenant, shall live forever in heaven.
In James 1:18 it is written: “Of his own will
begat he us with the word of truth, that we
should be a kind of firstfruits of his ereatures.”
The word “begat” (or “begetting”) used here
means to bring forth and to acknowledge by the
Father that the one so brought forth is the son
of God. The one thus brought forth is just now
starting in the heavenly way. If he faithfully
performs his part of the covenant he will re-
ceive a complete change in the resurrection
from human to spirit life. God considers him a
spirit creature from the time he is brought forth
because he must live, if at all, as a spirit crea-
ture. Since no human creature can ever be of
the heavenly kingdom, it follows, then, that,God
would not call any human creature to heaven
or offer him a place in heaven. Ali those who
are called or invited by Jehovah to heaven are
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called after they become the sons of God,
‘brought forth,” as just stated. All those brought
forth receive the call, but the Scriptures show
that only a few are chosen for the heavenly
kingdom. Many do not respond to the call. “For
many are called, but few are chosen” (Matt.
22:14) Those who do not respond to the eall by
seeking the kingdom are never chosen; but if
they still maintain their faith in God and in
Christ they may be given life as spirit creatures
at the resurrection and will see the kingdom and
be servants in the kingdom but will never be 1
part of the heavenly kingdom. Such are desig-
nated in Revelation 7 as the “ereat multitude”:
“Therefore are they before the throne of God,
and serve him day and night in his temple; and
he that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among
them.”—Rev. 7:15.

Those who do respond to the eall for the king-
dom, and who therecafter become unfaithful or
lawless, suffer everlasting destruction. “The
Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they
shall gather out of his kingdom all things that
offend, and them which do iniquity: and shall
cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall he
wailing and gnashing of teeth.” (Matt. 13:41,42)
“[The Lord] shall cut him asunder, and appoint
him his portion with the hypocrites; there shall
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”-——Matt.
24191,
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Those who respond to the eall for the king-
dom of heaven and who devote themselves un-
equivocally and wholly to God and to his cause,
and who continue faithful and are found faith-
ful by the great Judge Christ Jesus, are chosen
and anointed to perform a special work while
on earth, and if this work is done faithfully to
the end such shall be members of the heavenly
kingdom. In this connection Jesus said: “Not
every one that saith unto me, Liord, Lord, shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that
doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven.”
(Matt. 7: 21) It would be far safer to take these
words of Jesus than to believe the unsupported
statement of some clergyman that a man can
travel his own way and go to heaven. The plain
statement of Jesus is that he must do God’s will.

God’s Will

Churchman: How may a man know what is
God’s will?

Christian: The will of God man learns from
the Bible. Among other things it is written that
the will of God is that all who have a part in
the heavenly kingdom must overcome the world.
To his followers Jesus, in John 16: 33, said:
“Be of good cheer; I have overcome the world.”
He told his disciples that they must do likewise:
they must “overcome the world”. “The world”
means the organization of peoples of the earth
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which rule over the earth and which organiza-
tion is under the supervision and direct influ-
ence and control of Satan the Devil. The au-
thority for this statement is found in John
12:31 and 2 Corinthians 4: 3, 4.

To “overcome” the world means that one must
take his stand on the side of God and his king-
dom, be obedient to God’s will, and refuse to
have any part in the affairs of the world. Tt is
written, in James 4:4: “Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God? whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of (fod.” “Adultery” is here used in a
symbolic manner, and means the illicit or wrong-
ful cooperation with the rulers of this world
by one who professes to be a Christian. Clear-
Iy it means that the man who participates in the
polities or rulership of this world, whether he
be a clergyman or a financier, and who shows
he is a friend to the world by upholding its
schemes, cannot be pleasing to God, but is
classed as God’s enemy. He might be a very
moral man and have a good name and reputa-
tion amongst his neighhors ; but that is not suffi-
cient. Mere morality, chastity and honesty, and
doing good deeds to one’s neighbor, are not a
passport into heaven, by any means. The real
Christian must be all of this and much more.
He must be entirely for God and for his cause,
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seek to know (od’s will as found in his Word,
and then faithfully do it. This he accomplishes
by faith in Christ Jesus as his Redeemer, and
in God as his great Benefactor. Therefore it
is written concerning the Christian : “This is the
victory that overcometh the world, even our
faith.” (1 John 5:4) No man will take this
course and go on to victory unless he has ab-
solute faith in God. No man ean have this faith
without some knowledge of God’s way and pur-
pose; and God has but one way, not many, and
that way is not found in any part of “organized
Christianity” on earth.

Churchiman : But surely the babes go to heav-
en?

Christian: The clergy claim that little chil-
dren or babes go to heaven at death. For the
purpose of supporting their contention they
cite the words of Jesus written in Luke 18:16:
“Suffer little children to come unto me, and
forbid them mnot: for of such is the kingdom
of God.” Jesus did not say that these little chil-
dren would be in heaven. This conclusion of the
clergy comes from taking a few words out of
their setting and ignoring the context. Other
words uttered to the disciples at the same time
show that these disciples of Jesus had raised
the question as to which one of them would be
the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. In Mat-
thew 18:2-4 it is stated: “And Jesus called a
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little child unto him, and set him in the midst
of them, and said, Verily I say unto you, Hx-
cept ye be converted [change your conduct],
and become as little children, ye shall not enter
nto the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever there-
fore shall humble himself as this little child, the
same 18 greatest in the kingdom of heaven.” A
Little child, therefore, was used as an illustra-
tion. A child has complete confidence in and is
obedient to its parent. Likewise all those who
enter the kingdom of heaven must have com-
plete faith and confidence in God and be wholly
obedient to the heavenly Father. This requires
(()5‘:1% to walk in humility or in full submission to
od.

All recognize the fact that a babe has not suf-
ficient mental capacity to make a contract. No
one can even start on the way to heaven until
he makes first a contract or covenant to do God’s
will. That contract must be preceded by some
knowledge of the ransom price paid by Jesus
Christ. The babe could not grasp such knowl-
edge nor exercise such faith. The Secriptures
therefore plainly show that there will be no
babes in heaven. If all babes go to heaven, then
it would be well if almost all were to die as
babes. Nor should the death of a babe bring sor-
row. Be assured that babes do not go to heaven.
At death the babe goes into the grave, which is
properly called “hell”, It is there unconscious,
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silent, and out of existence until the resurrec-
tion. At the resurrection the Lord will awaken
all the babes out of death and give them an op-
portunity to grow up to manhood, obey God
and live on the earth for ever.

Churchman: I note that often Christians are
persecuted. Has that anything to do with their
going to heaven?

Christian: The Christian who ultimately
reaches the heavenly kingdom must suffer much
opposition, and must continue faithful unto God
during all opposition and persecution. The
reagon for that is that Satan, who is the god of
this world, violently opposes God and his king-
dom. Satan employed divers means to kill Je-
sus. The chief instrument Satan used in the
persecution of Jesus was the clergy of that day.
Although those clergymen then claimed to rep-
resent God on earth, they constantly opposed
Jesus and persecuted him; and he told them
that they were induced so to do by reason of
the influence of the Devil. (John 8:42-44) Just
after his disciples had been taken into the cove-
nant for the kingdom Jesus, in John the fif-
teenth chapter, said to them, in substance: ‘I
am your Master and have chosen you out of the
world, and therefore the world hates you; the
world persecuted me, and it will persecute you
also, because the servant must be like the Mas-
ter.” These apostles did suffer all manner of
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persecution, and that persecution ecame upon
them from the clergy and the fanatical religion-
1sts. Amidst all that persecution the disciples
were faithful. The faithful apostle Paul wrote,
in 2 Timothy 2:11,12: “It is a faithful saying:
For if we be dead with him, we shall also live
with him: if we suffer, we shall also reign with
him: if we deny him, he also will deny us.”
Thus he states the condition precedent to en-
tering the kingdom, which is directly in contra-
diction of the elergymen’s contention that a man
can travel any road and reach heaven.

There are today many men claiming to be
preachers of God’s Word who call themselves
“pastors” and call the congregation their “fock”
and who take the title “Doctor of Divinity” and
pose as preachers of the Bible but who in faet
deny that the blood of Jesus Christ has any
purchasing value for man. Such deny the Lord,
within the meaning of the apostle’s words. Of
them it is further written in the Scriptures:
“For there are certain men erept in unawares,
who were before of old ordained to this con-
demnation, ungodly men, turning the grace of
God into lasciviousness, and denying the only
Lord God, and our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Jude 4)
It is plainly stated that these shall have no part
in heaven, although they claim to be God’s spe-
cial representatives. Then the Apostle Paul
adds: ‘Persecutions and afflictions came unto

e
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me, but out of them all the Lord delivered me.
Yea, all that will live godly in Christ Jesus
shall suffer persecution.” The Christian is pex-
mitted to suffer persecution that he may en-
tirely prove his faithfulness to God under the
test. He must prove faithful before he can be
taken to heaven. Paul’s words prove thig: “I
have fought a good fight, T have finished my
course, I have kept the faith. Henceforth there
is laid up for me a crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give
me at that day; and not to me only, but unto all
them also that love his appearing.”—2 Tim.
4:7,8.

F,urthermore, it is shown by the Seriptures
that those who will be of the heavenly kingdom
must be faithful witnesses of God and of Christ
Jesus, making known to others the kingdom of
God. Jehovah God is not selecting men merely
to get them to heaven. He is taking out a people
for his name, which people must be his witnesses
while on earth. In Revelation 12:17 it is writ-
‘ten that those who faithfully obey the command-
ments of God are the gpecial targets of Satan
the enemy, and to obey the commandments each
one of the heavenly kingdom c¢lass must be God’s
witness, Today there are more than 150,000
clergymen in the United States, not a single one
of whom is teaching the people of and concern-
ing God’s kingdom for the relief and blessings
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of mankind on earth. Today there is a small
company of men and women who use all their
spare time, especially on Sundays, in going
from house to house to inform the people of
God’s kingdom and are preaching this good
news by exhibiting to the people the printed
message in book form. This little company of
witnesses are constantly persecuted by the
clergymen. You must judge from the facts and
the Secriptures as to whom the clergymen rep-
resent, God or the Devil. It was the clergy class
that persecuted Jesus. This little company of
faithful followers of Christ Jesus, who are wit-
nesses for God and who are being persecuted,
are in the class with Christ Jesus. All of such
who enter the kingdom of heaven must be faith-
ful unto God even to the very end. To such
Jesus said, in Matthew 24:13: “He that shall
endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.”
Knowing this, and because of their love for God,
the faithful men and women are determined to
put forth the message of God’s kingdom to the
people regardless of all opposition and perse-
cution. :

Those who become members of the heavenly
kingdom will, in the resurrection, be ehanged
from human to spirit creatures, and then they
shall see the Lord and will be granted the great
blessing of life divine. To such, and to such only,
who thus continue faithful, Jesus, in Revelation
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2:10, says: “Be thou faithful unto death, and
T will give thee a crown of life.” In harmony
with this it is written: “According as his di-
vine power hath given unto us all things that
pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of him that hath called us to glory
and virtue: wherebhy are given unto us exceed-
ing great and precious promises; that by these
ye might be partakers of the divine nature, hav-
ing escaped the corruption that is in the world
through lust. And beside this, giving all dili-
gence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue -
knowledge; and to knowledge temperance; and
to temperance patience; and to patience godli-
ness: and to godliness brotherly kindness; and
to brotherly kindness charity. For if these
things be in you, and abound, they make you
that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in
the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Where-
fore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make
your calling and election sure; for if ye do these
things, ye shall never fall; for so an entrance
shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the
everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ.”—2 Pet. 1: 3-8, 10, 11.

Churchman: Ts it necessary for a man to be
a member of some church organization in order
to go to heaven?+#

Christian: The Bible makes no such require-
ment. The joining of any church organization
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cannot help anyone to get to heaven. In faet,
the joining of such denomination is most likely
to keep one out of heaven. The clergy have told
you that the man who joins a church, pays his
dues regularly, and lives an honest and decent
life, when he dies, goes straight to heaven. Even
though such men are active in polities and en-
gage in many sehemes that defraud and oppress
the people, the preachers put them in heaven.
We must know that the belief of a falsehood,
even though it brings comfort to a sorrowful
heart for a time, results in no lasting good to
anyone. The clergy have repeatedly said, and
still say, that at death men who rule the world,
and also the babes, go to heaven, whereas the
Scriptures show that this statement is not the
truth. You find real consolation only in learn-
ing the truth, and the truth is found only in
God’s Word.

Churchman: You know there are millions of
people whom we call heathen who know nothing
about God and Christ, and who are not members
of any church; when they die, can they go to
heaven? ol

Christian: No, they eannot go to heaven when
they die, nor at any other time. The heavenly
kingdom eclass is a very small number whom
God takes out of the world to be associated with
Christ Jesus, which class he uses for his special
purposes. During the period of time which we
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call ‘the Christian era’ God has caused the gos-
pel of the kingdom to be preached in order to
give those who honestly desire to .do S0 an op-
portunity to know of and to do his will. Then
he affords such an opportunity to prove their
faithfulness to him. Those who thus prove that
they love God and who are faithful unto death
have an opportunity to go to heaven. God is
not, however, trying to get anyone into heaven,
and no one can be taken to heaven unless he first
intelligently agrees to do God’s will and there-
after proves faithful to that agreement. The
heathen peoples of earth have no knowledge of
God nor of Christ, and of course could not make
an agreement to do the will of God.
Chuwrchman: What proportion of the human
race will be taken to heaven? ;
Christian: It will be a very small proportion.
Jesus said of and eoncerning such: “Fear not,
little flock; for it is your Father’s good pleasure
to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 12: 32) Fur-
thermore, it is written in the Scriptures: ‘God
visits the nations to take out of them a people
for his name. And to this agree the words of
the prophets; as it is written, After this I willo
return, and will build again the tabernacle _OJE
David, which is fallen down; and I w1]l_bu11d
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up:
that the residue of men might seek after the
Lord, and all the (Gentiles, upon whom my name
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1s called, saith the Lord, who doeth all these
things’—Aects 15: 14-17.

After the few faithful ones who constitute the
people for the name of Jehovah are taken out
and prove their faithfulness, then the kingdom
of God is set up. When the kingdom of God is
in full control of the affairs of the earth, then
all the nations of earth will have a chance to
receive the blessings of the Lord. Those who
go to heaven are collectively called the heavenly
kingdom class, and also constitute ‘the seed of
promise’ about which God spoke to Abraham:
“Now to Abraham and his seed were the proms-
ises made. He saith not, And to seeds, as of
many; but as of one, And to thy seed, 'which
is Christ. For as many of you as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. And
if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.”—Gal.
3:16, 27, 29. -

Concerning that seed God said: “In thy seed
shall all the nations of the earth be blessed ; be-
cause thou hast obeyed my voice.” (Gen. 22: 18)
Jehovah God will make good that promise and
give everyone an opportunity to know the truth
and obey him and to live.

Churchman: Will all these nations have to
learn about God and Christ?

Christian: All must get a knowledge of the
truth. It is written, in 1 Timothy 2:3-6: “For
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this is good and acceptable in the sight of God
our Saviour; who will have all men to be saved,
and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.
For there is one God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave
himself a ransom for all, to be testified [to]
in due time.” The sacrifice of Christ Jesus pro-
vides salvation for all, and then all must be in-
formed of the truth in order that they may h?,ve
a chance to accept the truth and live or reject
it and die for ever. Therefore it is written, in
Romans 5:18: “Therefore, as by the offence of
one judgment came upon all men to condemna-
tion; even so by the righteousness of one the
free gift came upon all men unto justification
of life.” And again, in Romans 6:23: “For the
wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is
eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
A man must have knowledge before he can
accept a gift. The time has come for the Lord
to begin to give knowledge to the people, and
for this reason there is now a company of men
and women going from house to house through-
out the land telling the people about the icruth
concerning (od and his kingdom. There is no
other means of salvation than God’s appointe
way. Concerning this it is plainly writtens
“Neither is there salvation in any other; for
there is none other name under heaven given
among men, whereby we must be saved.” (Acts
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4:12) Priests, preachers, or rabbis eannot save
men. Their ceremonies have nothing to do with
saving them.

Churchman: Then it is your opinion that if
these three criminals that were executed af
Sing Sing last night, and who refused the aid
of the clergy, had submitted to their ceremonies,
such would have done-them no 2ood?

Christian: That is right. Their ceremonies
would have done them not the slightest good.
Such ceremonies are merely formalisms em-
ployed in conformity to the rules of man-made
organizations. Without a doubt the Devil ig the
author of such formalism and his purpose is to
divert the mind of man away from Jehovah God.

Churchman: Tell me how you have been able
to find out so much ahout the Bible?

Christian: Tt is not due to any mental capacity
or ability that I possess. God’s due time has
come for those who diligently seek to know the
truth to find it. T will tell you of some books that
will enable you to understand the Bible. The
truth helongs to Jehovah, and to no creature.
The Bible contains his Word of truth. But he

uses human agencies to help to find and point
out to others where the truth is found in the
Bible and to apply it to the facts. There is
list of books which I now tell you about which
will enable you to find out all T have told you,
and a great deal more. First is The Harp of

b
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God, which sets forth the ten fundamental
truths of the Bible, and shows you where to
find them and their meaning; the secqnd 18
Creation, which tells about God’s (}reai_:lon of
spirit and human creatures; the third is Rec-
onciliation, which tells why men have suffered
sickness and death and of G—od"‘s great and_ lov-
ing provision for the redemption and deliver-
ance of mankind; the fourth is called Delwver-
ance, and exposes Satan, his wicked organiza-
tion, and how God and his mighty organization
will overthrow wickedness and establish right-
eousness; the fifth is ealled qucmmeﬂt, and
particularly makes clear God’s kingdom and the
blessings that kingdom of righteous government
will bring, blessings to all the families of tlie
earth; the sixth, Life, discusses at length God’s
dealing with his typical people Israel and how
they were used to foreshadow the redemption
and blessing of all the peoples of earth; and
then there are two books ecalled L@g]"'tt, which
give a full explanation of the mysterious book
of Revelation. .
TIn connection with this there are a number
of smaller books, such as Where Are the D_e(_zd?
Owr Lord's Return, Hell, Crimes qnd Calamities,
Oppression. These books econstitute a'hbrary
within themselves. With them the Bible be-
comes a new book. You do not need any man to
teach you; and you will find that formal cere-
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monies accomplish no good, but only tend to
blind one from getting a real knowledge of the
truth. When you get'the truth it will make your
heart glad; and the more you learn of it, the
more you will see the goodness and loving-
kindness of our great Jehovah God.

Churchman: Well, we have long looked for
the coming of Christ. Do you think that will be
soon ?

Christian: Yes. You should read the booklet
called Our Lord's Return, and that will answer
that question more fully.

Churchman: Let me ask you just one more "

question. Will those three men who were elec-
trocuted at Sing Sing ever have a chance to live?

Christian: They will be brought forth from
-the grave in due time and will be given a knowl-
edge of the truth; and when they learn of God’s
gracious provision for them, without a doubt
they will have an easier time and a better oppor-
tunity of obeying the truth and living forever
than the clergymen who were there to admin-
ister the so-called “last rites” to them, The fact
18, 850 much hypocrisy that has been practiced
in the name of Christ has driven many a man
mto infidelity and into gross crime. The Devil
1s the one that is to blame for this; but soon
the Devil and all his agencies will be wiped out
of existence and God’s kingdom of righteous-
ness will have full sway and control of all the
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affairs of earth. The people will learn to love .
God and serve him and give glory to his name.
The clergy have told the people that the mlan
who joins any church, pays his dues 1‘egul‘ar Y,
lives an honest and decent life, even though he
is active in the political and financial affairs of
this world, goes straight to heaven when he
dies. The Scriptures show that t-l}e clergy have
not told the truth. The belief of ai_alsehood, even
though it brings comfort for a time, results in
no lasting good to anyone. The clergy have 1‘)3;
peatedly told the people thajc babes at def.l 3
have gone to heaven. The Seriptures s}}OW th 2
they have not told the truth concerning this.
The criminals that make a formal confession at
death are told by the clergy that such “\\’1.11 save
them. They do not tell the truth. You will _ﬁn}d
real consolation by learning the truth of God’s
Word. The truth of God’s Word will free your
mind from all errors. The truth is that J el}pva.h
God is just and righteous and will give life to
all who love him.



- NO WONDER

the Bible is in such disrepute these days in the minds
of a great many people!

For centuries it has been woefully neglected by
having been entrusted to a lot of selfish, self-styled
“spiritual leaders”’, whom not many men would
tolerate to run their regular business for a day even.
The fact is that these sanctimonious, long-skirted
gentlemen have made a mess, in the eyes of thinking
people, of the most priceless treasure in the whole
world, God’s Word of Truth.

Priceless, because of its internal proof that it is the
word of Almighty Jehovah, the Creator of all
things.

Priceless, because it deals with life itself:

Whence came we? Why are we here? Whither
are we bound?

Priceless, because of what it has to say of life beyond
the grave—eternal life, the desire of every
sane person.

Now, however, people are beginning to wake up.

Judge Rutherford, daring to cut away from around the
Bible all ecclesiastical rubbish, creedal nonsense, the
ceremonial shams and hypoerisy, reveals the Bible to be
the most astounding and easily understood book in the world.

Ninety-three million copies of his books distributed in

the past ten years shows that people are hungry for the
truth.

Higher, ever higher, this tide of truth will continue to
rise, until the knowledge of God and of his kingdom shall
cover the earth as the waters cover the deep.
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the word of Almighty CGod, then it will submit to
only one interpretation, and that one must be
logical, reasonable, consistent within itself :cmd
with physical facts, and impregnable against
contradiction.

On that basis, Judge Rutherford pursued his
study of the Bible, and the amazing proof ?f tlfe
correctness of the above fundamental principle is
found in his books:

The Harp of God, Deliverance, Creation,

Reconciliation, Government, Life, Prophe-
cy, and Light (two books).

In these books is set forth a cmnpel?%ﬂg eX-
planation of the Bible; one that will withstand
the most ecritical examination of any honest
secker of a way in which the Scriptu.rc?g can be
explained without fear of confradiction and
without trespassing on reason.

The reasoning and argument in t}?em leaves
" no loophole of escape from the inevitable con-
clusion that the Bible is of superhuman origin.

The entire nine books (clothbound, 368 pages,
or more, each) mailed anywhere, postpaid, on
receipt of $2.90.

The Watch Tower 117 Adams St. Brocklyn, N. Y.

For prices in other countrieg write to our offices in
those countries. List on last page.




“THE LIGHT OF THE SUN
SHALL BE SEVENFOLD”

In the above figurative expression the Bible
declares how plain, how easily understood, the
book of Revelation and other prophecies relating
to the establishment of God’s kingdom on earth
Efilldbe when the time of their fulfilment is at

and.

THAT TIME HAS ARRIVED NOW!

Every dark, mysterious statement in the twen-
ty-two chapters of Revelation is made so clear,
so beautifully simple, in Judge Rutherford’s
latest book

B GHT

the proof is incontestable that we are now living
in the sublimest time since the Garden of Eden,

JUST IMAGINE

The four horsemen; the locusts with scorpion
tails; the smoke of the bottomless pit; the seven
trumpets; the seven plagues; the seven thunders;
the three woes; the two great wonders in heaven;
the red dragon with seven heads and ten horns;
the sea beast, like a leopard and bear and lion;

gl mystery, Babylon the Great—

You, reader, undoubtedly, have seen every one
of these things within the past few years, and
you will recognize them when you read Judge
Rutherford’s latest and most remarkable verse-by-
verse explanation of The Revelation in

LIGHT, Book 1 and Book 2, only 75¢
The Watch Tower 117 Adams St. Brooklyn, N. Y.

For prices in other countries write to our offices in
those countries. List on last page.

Tt is often said that ‘the Bible is like a fiddle
on which any old tune can be played’.

That statement is not true, and we want to
prove it.

“Any old tune,” of course, refers to the hundreds
of conflicting creeds, all claiming to be the true
interpretation of the Bible.

So desirous arve we of proving that it is under-
standable, provable logic and harmonlous 1in
every sentence, we are quite willing to break the
set of Judge Rutherford’s seven books and send
any three of them to any person, anywhere, for
only ONE DOLLAR.

All we ask is an open mind, one that will rec-
ognize solid, firm reasoning and will let the Bible
prove itself. Be assured that in any three books
you select there will be mo squirming, no wrig-
eling away from seemingly contmdlctor}{ scrip-
fures, no shoving, no pulling, no pussyfooting;
only simple, sound ‘“horse sense” facts and con-
clusions.

The Harp of God Deliverance
Creation Reconciliation
Government Life Prophecy

Any three, postage prepaid by us, $1.00

The Watch Tower 117 Adams St. Brooklyn, N. Y.

Tor prices in other countries write to our offices in
: thoge countries. List on last page.




WE CHALLENGE

anyone to ask one single honest question about
the Bible subjects treated by Judge Rutherford in
his booklets named below that is not answered
reasonably, concisely, Scripturally and satisfacto-
rily to any truth-seeking person.

Hell. What is it? Who are there? Can

they get out?
Heaven and Purgatory
Our Lord’s Relurn. When? Why?
How ?

Where Are the Dead? Are they in
Heaven, Torment, or neither place?
Prohibition; League of Nations:

Born of God or the Devil, which?
The Las_t Days. World ended 1914
Prosperity Sure. There shall soon be

no sickness, sorrow or death on earth.

Oppression. When will it end ? Wall St.

Power Trust Dictators
Judgment. Dead raised to life. Why .

all die. Children in heaven?

War or Peace, Which? Can any gov-
ernment bring lasting peace?

Crimes and Calamities. The Cause.

The Remedy.

Any 9 of these 11 booklets for 50c. Any 4 for 25c.
Any 2 for 15¢, or when taken singly, 10c each.
Mailed anywhere, postpaid.

The Watch Tower 117 Adams St. Brooklyn, N. Y.

For prices in other countries write to our offices in
those countries. List on last page.
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