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i | EN WHO PROFESS to be teachers of
¥ the Bible and who call themselves clergy-
L. | nmen teach the people that hell is a red-
3 hot place, the fires of which never go out; that
God has provided such place in which to torture
the wicked forever, and that the Devil is the
chief fireman. This doctrine has turned many
PSR , honest men against qu and cauged them to
painric et ! curse him. If the doctrine were true, then God
WATCH TOWE R ! Wo_uld be the worst fiend that coul.c? pqssibly
BIBLE AND TRACT SOCIETY - exist, and no honest man should serve hlm. A
International Bible Students Association | ;;aller who would torment his RSB for one
Brooklyn, N, Y., U.S.A, day would be hated by all honest people. The
man who would torture a dog with a red-hot
iron would be severely punighed. If the people
é believe that God eternally torments men in fire,
it is no wonder that many have turned away
| from him.

On the other hand, if the doctrine is not true,
then it is the most eruel and wicked defamation
“of God’s great name, and works untold harm to
the people. I here submit, in brief, the proof
from the Bible that the hell-fire doctrine taught
by the clergy is wholly false and that Satan the

Devil is the originator of such wicked doctrine.
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4 HEREAFTER

Men of the world look upon a furnace filled
with molten iron, or upon a volcano belching
forth red-hot lava, and automatically remark:
“That is as hot as hell.” This common remark
is the result of the teaching by the clergy to
the people for over a long period of time, that
hell is a red-hot place. The clergy claim that
the Bible supports their teaching that hell is a
red-hot place; but every scripture they bring
forth to prove it is used out of its proper set-
ting, or is applied literally, when it plainly ap-
pears that the language is symbolic. An ex-
ample is found in Mark 9:47,48: “And if thine
eye offend thee, pluck it out; it is better for
thee to enter into the kingdom of God with one
eye, than, having two eyes, to be cast into hell
fire: where their worm dieth not, and the fire
is not quenched.”

No one is silly enough to contend that, by
gouging out his eye, a man can thereby gain
admittance into heaven. It is therefore at once
apparent that the language used by Jesus in
this text is symbolic. The context shows that
Jesus was teaching his disciples concerning the
kingdom of God and the importance of laying
aside everything that the kingdom might be
gained ; that they should let nothing interfere
with their faithfulness unto God and which
would prevent them from getting into the king-
dom, even though it was as dear as an eye. The
word “hell” used in this text by Jesus is from
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IS HELL HOT? 5

the Greek word gehenna and is the word used
to deseribe the valley of Hinnom adjoining the
wall of Jerusalem. The garbage of that city
was thrown over the wall into the valley where
a fire was kept burning at all times to destroy
the garbage. Some of that garbage would lodge
on the wall rocks, and that would be consumed
by worms. Hence the symbolic expression. The
valley of Hinnom represented, to every Jew, a
place and condition of complete destruction, and
had no reference to conscious torment. There-
fore Jesus said to his disciples, in substance:
‘Since you have been called to the kingdom, let
nothing hinder you, even though that thing is as
dear to you as your eye; because it is better
that you get into the kingdom without that thing

_than be cast into gehenna, which would mean

the loss of everything in complete destruction.’

The basis for the false charge of eternal tor-
ment is Satan’s lie concerning the ‘inherent im-
mortality of souls’. God had told Adam that
disobedience to his law would result in his death.
Satan disputed this statement of Jehovah and
said to man: “Ye shall not surely die.” Tt is
manifest that either God or Satan did not tell
the truth. Jesus said that Satan ‘lied and is
the father of lies and a murderer from the
beginning’. Take away that lie told by Satan
and it is at once seen that the eternal torture
of man is an impossibility.
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There could be no eternal torment of a crea-
ture unless that creature were eternally alive
and conscious. Immortality means that one can-
not die. If a man is dead, then he is not im-
mortal. In 1 Timothy 6:16 it is plainly stated
that God alone is inherently immortal, In John
5:26 Jesus says that God had promised to give
him immortality at his resurrcetion, In Romans
2:6,7 the followers of Jesus are admonished
to seek immortality. A man does not seek to
gain what he already possesses. In 1 Corin-
thians 15:53 it is written: “This mortal must
put on immortality”; and this text is applied
exelusively to those who go to heaven. No crea-
ture is inholently immortal.

The c1010'y, in support of Satan’s great lie,
say: “It is true that the body of man dies, but
the soul ecannot die.” The Seriptures, in lizekiel
18: 4, say: “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.”
Psalm 89: 48 states that no man can deliver his
soul from the grave. You must choose to be-
lieve the words of the clergymen or those of the
Lord himself. Thinking people will prefer al-
ways to believe the Lord. The Seriptures show
that every man s a soul and that no man has
a soul, because soul, man and breathing crea-
ture all mean the same thing.

The Bible, which is God’s Word of truth,
gives the correct answer as to what is the mean-
ing of the term “hell”. The Old Testament,
written in the Hebrew language, uses the word
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IS HELL HOT? 7

sheol, which in English is translated “hell”,

“the grave”. The New Testament uses the GreeL
Word hades, which has . identically the same
meaning. In each instance the meaning is the
condmon of death from which God will awaken
or resurrect those who are dead. In the New
Testament the Greek word gehenna is also
translated “hell” and always means complete
destruetion from which there is no resurrection.

No one could be in torment unlesg he were
alive and conscious. Itiswritten, in Heclesiastes
9:5,10, that the living know that the¥ shall
dle, but, the dead know not anything; and that
there is no work, nor device, knowledge, nor wis-
dom in the grave or hell. In Psalm 115:17 it
is written that the dead go to hell, the grave,
and are there in silence and cannot praise the
Lord; therefore they cannot suffer while there.
In Job 14:13 the record is that Job prayed to
God to let him die and go to hell in order that
he might escape the torment that was being
heaped upon him by his false neighbors. His
prayer wags that he might die and go into the
egrave and there remain silent until the resur-
rection. :

The clergy charge that Jehovah God created
hell as a place wherein to torture the wicked. If
their statement even were true, which it is not,
surely God would not send his dearly beloved
Son to that place of torture which they call
“hell”. If the Secriptures show that Jesus went
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to hell, that is conclusive proof that hell is not
a place of red-hot, eternal torment. It was
prophetically written of and concerning Jesus,
i Psalm 16:10: “Thou wilt not leaye my soul
in hell.” In Acts 2:30-32 the record is that this
prophecy of the Psalms was written concerning
Jesus, that he did go to hell, but that (tod raised
him up out of that condition. If hell were a
place of eternal torture Jesus could not have
been resurrected.

Jesus gave a marked distinetion hetween the
uses of the words hades and gehenna, hoth of
which are translated “hell” in the Bible. In Mat-
thew 10: 28 he said: “Iear not them which kill
the hody, but are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to destroy hoth
soul and body in hell.” One man can kill another
and thereby send his victim to hades, hell or the
grave; and from that condition God can resur-
rect him. Jesus was telling his disciples, there-
fore, not to fear what man could do to him, be-
cause he could do no more than destroy his
body. e could not destroy his right to live.
Then he added that they should fear God, be-
cause God has the power to destroy soul and
body, that is to say, man’s life and his right to
life, in hell, and in this instance Jesus used the
word gehenna, which means complete destruc-
tion from which there is no resurrection.

The Pharisees and other members of the
clergy willfully persecuted Jesus even though

§
Py
e

£ RS S

IS HELL HOT? 9

they knew he was the Son of God. To those hypo-
crites Jesus said, in Matthew 23:383: “Ye ser-
pents, ye generation of vipers! how can ye es-
cape the damnation of hell?” In that text Jesus
used the word gehenna, meaning complete de-
struction. All the seriptures show that “hell”
means the grave, the tomb, or condition of death,
and instead of being red-hot it is cold and silent.

In the earlier English literature the word hell
was limited entirely to a dark place. As an ex-
ample, a man would say: ‘I have put my winter
apples in hell’; meaning that he had put his ap-
ples in a dark place in the ground to preserve
them for food. The statement that hell is a
place of consciousness and torture originated
with Satan, and is based upon his lie, and is
taught entirely by the precepts of men, and not
by the Bible.

Jehovah is the God of love. God is entirely
consistent as well as loving. He could not be
consistent or loving if he should write in his
Word that the penalty for sin is death and then,
after the erime is committed, consign the per-
petrator thereof to eternal torture. (od is rea-
sonable and invites his creatures to come and
reason with him, It is wholly unreasonable that
he would torment any creature. What good
could result therefrom? God could have no
pleasure in that. It is written, in Psalm 149:4,
that God takes pleasure only in those who
joyfully obey and serve him and do right.




10 HEREAFTER

The hell-fire doctrine taught by the clergy is
a foul defamation of God’s name and has turned
millions of honest people away from God and
into infidelity. If the clergy really believe that
men are right and go to eternal torment, then
they should be diligent and warn the people,
and should do so faithfully whether they receive
any salary or not. If they know that the Bible
does not support the doctrine of eternal tor-
ment in hell, then they should be diligent and
tell the people the truth, in order that the peo-
ple might know what God has in store for them.
The truth gives to the people the proper con-
ception of God and brings to them peace of
mind concerning themselves and concerning
their beloved dead.

No intelligent clergyman today honestly be-
lieves the doctrine of eternal torment, yet they
are the men who have instilled that false doc-
trine into the minds of the people, and they do
nothing to remove it and let the people get the
truth. This is a good and sufficient reason why
the people should no longer follow them as
teachers of God’s Word. The plain teaching of
the Bible is that all good persons at death go
to hell and that all bad persons at death go to
hell, and that “hell” means the grave, the tomb,
the eondition of death. The Seriptures further
unequivocally teach that the Lord will give life,
liberty and peace to all of those who love and
serve him.
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SINNERS IN PURGATORY 11

I urge upon the people the great necessity
of gaining a correct knowledge of the Bible, for
the reason that the truth as contained in the
Bible brings contentment and enables the peo-
ple to bear their burdens now and to look with
hope to the future, seeing what God will do to
completely relieve them and bless them. Satan
through his agencies is diligent to keep the peo-
ple ignorant of the Bible, and for this reason
there is much opposition to the people’s having
an opportunity to read the books that are pub-
lished and distributed, which give an explana-
tion of the Bible. I strongly advise that you
take your Bible and these books that enable you
to locate the text in the Bible, and sit down with
your family at home.

Pags

Sinners in Purgatory

HE SCRIPTURES, at Psalm 51:5 and

Romans 5:12, state that by reason of

Adam’s sin all have been born sinners.
All children are sinners by inheritance. It will
be admitted by everyone that by far the great
majority of mankind have died in sin. What
is the state of those who have thus died? Are
any of them in purgatory? and, if so, what 1s
the prospect of their escape therefrom?
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Purgatory is supposed to be a place halfway
between heaven and earth, where the sinners
undergo an indefmite period of punishment and
purgation with the hope of some day passing
on to heaven. One of the best-known Catholic
authoritics of America, Archbishop James Car-
dinal Gibbons, in his book published in 1904
under the title The Faith of Our Fathers, at
page 205 says: “The Catholic Church teaches
that, besides a place of eternal torments for
the wicked and of everlasting rest for the right-
eous, there exists in the next life a middle state
of temporary punishment, allotted for those who
have died in venial sin, or who have not satis-
fied the justice of God for sins already forgiven.
She also teaches us that, although the souls con-
signed to this intermediate state, commonly
called purgatory, cannot help themselves, they
may be aided by the suffrages of the faithful
on earth. The existence of purgatory naturally
implies the correlative dogma—the utility of
praying for the dead—for the souls consigned
- to this middle state have not reached the term
of their journey. They are still exiles from heav-
en and fit subjects for Divine clemency.”

Without a question of doubt millions of honest
persons have bheen induced to believe (and they
have believed) that their dead relatives are in
purgatory, conscious and suffering, and that
they could be aided by the prayers of men on
carth, Believing such they have contributed
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money to clergymen to say prayers in behalf of
the dead, with the hope that some good might
result therefrom. If this purgatorial doctrine
is false, that means that millions of persons
have been wrongfully induced to give up their
hard-earned money upon the representation that
their sacrifice would resultin good to their dead.
Therein an injustice has been done to the living.
If the doctrine is false, then a far greater wrong
has been done in this, that it 1s made to appear
that Jehovah God has prepared this place called
“purgatory” wherein he punishes sinners, and
that he has arranged that imperfect men may
be employed to aid in getting the sinners out.
God is therefore made to appear as without love
and affection and as permitting his Word to be
used for pecuniary profit or gain to imperfect
creatures. Such makes him appear as dishonor-
able and subject to reproach.

It is easy to be seen that many persons were
turned away from God if they believed the pur-
gatorial theory. Satan’s chief purpose is and
ever has been to turn everybody away from the
worship of the true God. A wrong motive for
putting forth the doctrine of purgatory is there-
fore evident and shows why this false doctrine
has been forced upon the people. If the doctrine
of purgatory were true and the sinners were
there undergoing conscious punishment, is it
not reasonable to expect that some Scriptural
proof thereof could be found in the Bible?
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Without hesitation I emphatically state that
there is not one text of the Bible that even tends
to support the theory of sinners in purgatory,
and that the doctrine is as false as Satan him-
celf. In order for one to be in purgatory, suffer-
ing conscious punishment, he must be alive and
conscions. I submit here a few scriptures bear-
ing upon the point for your con sideration: “Ifor
{he living know that they shall die; but the dead
know not anything, neither have they any more
a reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to.do, do it with
thy might ; for there is no work, nor device, nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, whither
thou goest.” (Keclesiastes 9:9, 10) “For in
death there is no remembrance of thee: in the
grave who shall give thee thanks?? (Psalm6:5)
“Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death
shall feed on them; and the upright shall have
dominion over them in the morning; and their
beauty shall consume in the grave from their
dwelling.” (Psalm 49:14) “The dead praise not
the Lord, neither any that go down into silence.”
— Psalm 115:17.

- These scriptures prove, beyond any doubt,
that when a man dies he knows not anything;
that in death he has no knowledge, he does not

work, he has no memory, and he is unconscious
and in silence and completely out of existence.

What part of man could possibly go to pur-
gatory? The only proper way to answer that

SINNERS IN PURGATORY 15

question is to learn how man is made. In
Genesis 2:7 it is written: “The Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and
man became & living soul.” This seripture does
not say that God gave man a soul, and that the
soul is immortal and cannot die. It does say
that the breathing, moving creature called a man
is a soul. All breathing creatures are properly
called souls. In Genesis 1:20, margin, the ani-
mal creation is referred to as souls, and this
long before the creation of man. In Numbers
31: 928 the cattle in the fields are called souls,
which they are.

When a sinner dies, it is the soul that dies;
and in proof of this it is written, in Bzekiel 18:
4+ “The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” A serip-
ture that is often improperly applied is that of
Eecclesiastes 12: 7, which reads: “Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was; and the spirit
shall return unto God who gave it.”

God created man out of the dust of the earth,
and when he dies the body returns to the dust.
God put the breath of life in man the same as
in all other living creatures. The word trans-
lated “breath” is the same word translated
“spirit” or “wind”. It is the same word from
which the word “preumatic [tire]” is derived.
Breath or spirit really means that which causes
the blood to circulate and animates the body;
and when it is taken away, death results. Breath
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was given to the man in the beginning and rep-
resents his right to existencej and since that
belongs to God, the right returns to God at
death.

In support of this point consider the Scriptur-
al record at Weclesiastes 3:19-21: “For that
which befalleth the sons of men befalleth heasts;
even one thing befalleth them; as the one dieth,
<o dieth the other; yea, they have all one hreath ;
so that a man hath no preeminence above a
beast : for all is vanity. All go unto one place;
all are of the dust, and all turn to dust again.
‘Who knoweth the spirit of man that goeth up-
ward, and the spirit of the beast that goeth
downward to the earth?’ Both the body and
breath of life, or spirit, are required to con-
stitute a soul or living creature. Neither body

nor spirit of life goes to purgatory to be cleaned

up-

When a sinner dies he goes into the grave,
which place is properly called “hell”. It is the
condition of darkness and silence. He 1s uncon-
scious, and would remain out of existence for-
ever if God had not made some provision for
his recovery. The benefit that shall come to
him does not come by reason of the prayers of
any man on earth that might be made for the
dead. Tet no one be deceived upon this point,
but take the plain teachings of the Bible there-
for. Because of the sin of the first man all
have been born sinners and, without divine aid,
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would die and remain forever in the grave.
Long ago God made a promise which is re-

corded in Hosea 13:14 in these words: “I will

ransom them from the power of the grave; I
will redeem them from death; O death, I will
be thy plagues; O grave, I will be thy destruc-
tion.”

In due time and in fulfilment of these prom-
ises Jesus came to earth. He said (Matthew 20:
98) that he came for the very purpose of giving
his life a ransom for man; and, in John 10: 10,
he stated that the result would be that the peo-
ple would have an opportunity to get life. In
John 3:16 it is stated that God sent Jesus thus
to give the ransom price, that those who be-
Jieved should live and not perish. That is proof
that all would perish except for the loving-kind-
ness of Jehovah; and one who perishes is not
in purgatory. At the time that Jesus died to
provide the ransom price men had been going
into death for many centuries. Not one of them
had gone to heaven, because Jesus so said. All
of them were in the grave, waiting in silence
until they shall be brought out of death. In
John 5: 95 Jesus says: The hour is coming in
which the dead shall hear the voice of the Son
of God, and then they shall live” That proves
that they are not alive and in purgatory. Then
Jesus adds: “Marvel not at this: for the hour
is coming, in the which all that are in the graves
shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they




18 HEREATFTER

that have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the
resurrection [by judgment, Greek].”

That means that those who have died in sin
and without a knowledge of God’s provision for
them will have their trial on earth. No man can
be tried without having some knowledge. For
this reason all in their graves will be brought
forth and given a knowledge of the truth and
an opportunity to obey Christ and live. There-
fore it is written, in 1 Timothy 2: 3-6: “For this
is good and acceptable in the sight of God our
Saviour; who will have all men to be saved, and
to come unto the knowledge of the truth. For
there is one God, and one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus: who gave him-
self a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.”

If sinners are in purgatory and on their way
to heaven, then the ransom of Jesus Christ can
avail them nothing. The doctrine of purgatory
makes null and void the great ransom sacrifice,
and that is proof that purgatory is a false doe-
trine. The Scriptures plainly state that there
is no other way given whereby man can be saved
except by the blood of Christ. It is Jesus’ blood
that makes satisfaction for the sins of man.
There is no scripture in the Bible that warrants
anyone in believing that man can pray and his
prayer result in the removing of sins from the
sinner, There is no seripture that authorizes
prayers to be made for the dead.

SINNERS IN PURGATORY 19

Tn Romans 5: 18 it is written: “Therefore, as
by the offence of one judgment eame upon all
men to condemnation; even so by the righteous-
ness of one the free gift came upon all men unto
justification of life.” And in Romans 6: 23 it is
stated that life is a gift of God through Jesus
Christ. These seriptures prove that in no other
way can men get life. No man could receive a
gift without first having some knowledge of the
offer of the gift to be given. If he rejects the
offer there is no gift. Consequently no man can
receive the benefit of the ransom sacrifice and
the forgiveness of sins until that person first
has a knowledge of God’s provision made for
him. That is the reason why God has given his
promise that both the just and the unjust shall
be brought back from the grave and given a
knowledge of the truth that they may believe
and obey and receive the gift of life.

Do not be satisfied with the mere statement
of man, but take your Bible and read what the
TLord says and thus learn the truth. Books
which enable you to find these proof texts in the
Bible, and to understand their meaning, are
brought to you from time to time by those who
love the Lord. Avail yourselves of these and
equip yourselves with the Seriptural teachings
and thus learn the truth and be made glad.




Heaven

HE RECORD OF JEHOVAIL GOD in
Isaiah 66:1 says: “The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool.”
He is the great Spirit whom no man has seen or

ever can see, because man is human and the

earth is his home. The organism of man is flesh,
and the life of man is in the blood. The Bible
says that flesh and blood cannot inherit the
kingdom of heaven.

“Organized Christianity” teaches that all the
good go to heaven at death. Wishing to appear
fair towards all denominations the clergymen
say: “It matters little as to which church you
belong to, just so you are faithful to one. We
are all traveling different roads, but to the
same goal, which is heaven.” That teaching 1is
wholly untrue and based upon the false doctrine
of the inherent immortality of all souls. The
theory is that all the good go to heaven, that a
certain class go to purgatory and may later get
to heaven, and that all the willfully wicked go
to eternal torment. The teaching is misleading,
erroneous, and injurious to the people. The
man of good reputation, successful in business,
who has rendered some good service in polities
and has done some acts of charity for the poor,

dies. At the funeral the clergyman says: “This
20
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man was a good man; he left his mark in the
world ; heisnot dead, but gone to heaven.” Many
hear the clergyman and believe his statement.
His claim, however, finds no support in the
Bible, and no one is warranted in aceepting it.
" Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham and all the
prophets of God were “good” men, as that word
is generally understood. They served God and
received his approval, and all died; but not one
of them went to heaven or ever can be there.
Many centuries after these men had died Jesus,
in John 3:13, said: “No man hath ascended up
to heaven.” In Acts 2: 34 it is specifically stated
that David, although a man after God’s own
heart, did not ascend into heaven. John the
Baptist was the greatest of all the prophets of
God, and of him Jesus said, in Matthew 11:11,
that the very least in the kingdom of heaven 1s
greater than John. It is clear that something
else besides being counted good is required be-
fore one can go to heaven. In John 3:3 Jesus
said that except a man be born again he cannot
even see heaven. No human creature can go to
heaven, because it is the habitation of spirits.
The wicked influence of Satan induced Adam
to sin, and this resulted in his death. God then
gave his word of promise that he would pro-
duce a “seed” that would destroy Satan and his
organization and restore mankind, It is stated,
in (falatians 3:16, that the promiged “seed” is
Christ, composed of Jesus Chrigt and 144,000

HEAVEN 23

members of his body. Such alone will constitute
the kingdom of heaven class.

In 1 Peter 3:18 the record shows that Jesus
became a man and, as such, died that he might
provide the ransom price; that then he was
raised out of death a spirit creature. In Colos-
sians 1:18,19, of and concerning Jesus it 1s
written: “He is the head of the body, the church:
who is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead; that in all things he might have the pre-
ominence” In 2 Timothy 1:10 the statement is
made that Jesus, by reason of his resurrection,
opened the way, making it possible for other
men thereafter to be changed from human to
spirit creatures and taken to heaven. Never be-
fore that time was it possible for any man to go
to heaven. Jesus spoke with authority and
pointed out the way that a man must go in order
to reach heaven. He says, in Matthew 16:24:
“Tf any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and talke up his cross, and follow me.”
That means that only those can go to heaven
who follow in the footsteps of Jesus. No man
can take this first step without first having faith,
which faith is based uwpon the knowledge of
God’s purposes. ke must helieve in God and
in Christ Jesus, and then intelligently conse-
crate himself by agreeing to do the will of God.
TTis faith must be baged upon the Word of God
and nothing else. To say that a man can be-
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leve anything and still go to heaven is worse
than erroneous. ' ¢

T£ 5 man believes in God and in'Christ as his
Redeemer, and then agrees to do God’s will, he
takes the first step towards following Jesus in
the heavenly way. If it then pleases him to do
so, God accepts his consecration and brings
forth that man and acknowledges him as his
son, which means the begetting. In James 1:18
it is written: “Of his own will begat he us with
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of
firstfruits of his creatures.”

Those who are thus begotten receive God’s
invitation or call to the kingdom, as is stated in
Ephesians 4: 4. Those who respond to that call

are brought into the covenant with God for the .

kingdom of heaven, From that time forward
such called ones must be faithful in doing the
will of God. Many who are called are not faith-
ful; therefore Jesus said: “Many are called,
but few are chosen.” Furthermore Jesus, in
Matthew 7: 21, says: “Not every one that saith
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-
dom of heaven; but he that doeth-the will of my
Father which is in heaven.” It would be far
safer to be governed by the words of Jesus than
to take the unsupported statement of some
clergyman to be your guide.

All who go to heaven must overcome the
world. “The world” means the organization of
the peoples of earth under the supervision of an
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invisible overlord, which is now the Devil. To
overcome the world one must take his stand un-
equivocally on the side of God. In James 4:4
it is written that a man who is the friend of
this world is God’s enemy. The reason is that
God will have no divided devotion. Those he
takes to heaven must be entirely devoted to him.
Chastity, morality and honesty are not sufficient
to open the way to heaven for anyone. One must
intelligently and faithfully serve God by being
his faithful and true servant.

The clergymen claim that babes go to heaven,
and in support of their erroneous claim they
cite the words of Jesus in Matthew 19: 14, which
are: “Suffer little children, and forbid them
not, to come unto me, for of such is the kingdom
of heaven.” Jesus did not say that babes are in
heaven. The erroneous conclusion reached by
the clergymen is due to their ignoring the con-
text and using the words of Jesus outside of
their proper setting. The context shows that
the disciples of Jesus were disputing amongst
themselves as to which one would be the great-
est in the kingdom of heaven. The record is
that Jesus called a little ¢hild to him and, point-
ing to the child, said to his disciples: ‘Of such
is the kingdom of heaven ; and except you change
your course of action and become as this little
child, you cannot he in heaven; and the one who
thus does is the greatest in heaven.” Jesus used

" the child as an illustration to teach his disciples
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a lesson. A child is trustful, and obedient to
his parent. The child of God must be trustful
of God and fully obedient to his commandments.

FEverybody recognizes the fact that a babe
has not sufficient mental eapacity to make a con-
tract. No ome can even start in the heavenly
way until first he makes a contract or covenant
to do God’s will. That contract must be preceded
by and based upon a knowledge of the truth,
and that must be followed by faithfulness to
God and to Christ. These things a babe cannot
do. The Seriptures show that no babes will
ever be in heaven. The everlasting home of
babes will be on the earth, and the earth will
be made a blessed place for them; and they will
be restored to perfection.

The clergymen teach that sinners are in pur-
gatory and that these sinners can be aided while
in purgatory by the prayers of preachers and
later be transferred to heaven. Such teaching
is wholly false. No man can go to heaven unless
he first devotes himself to God while alive on
earth and then proves himself faithful unto
God from that time forward until his death.
Those who will be taken to heaven must die and
must be faithful, at death, unto God and unto
Christ. In proof of this it is written, in 2 Timo-
thy 2:11,12: “It is a faithful saying: For if
we be dead with him, we shall algo live with
him; if we suffer, we shall also reign with him;
if we deny him, he also will deny us.”
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The sufferings of Christ Jesus were due to
the reproaches and persecutions brought upon
him because of his faithfulness to God and to
his covenant. The men who were generally re-
sponsible for such opposition and persecution
were the clergymen of that day, and Jesus told
them that they did so because of the influence
of their father the Devil, who is the god of this
wicked world. In John, the fifteenth chapter, Je-
sus said to his followers, in substance: ‘I am
your Master and have chosen you out of the
world, and for this reason you are hated by the
men of the world. In the world you shall have
tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have over-
come the world” All who go to heaven must
take this course. Babes and sinners do not take
this course. In 2 Timothy3: 11, 12 Paul wrote:
“Persecutions [and] afflictions . . . came unto
me . . .: but out of them all the Lord delivered
me. Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ
Jesus shall suffer persecution.”

Turthermore, it is shown by the Seriptures
that those who will be of the heavenly kingdom
class must be God’s faithful witnesses and, as
such, must give testimony to the truth while
they are on the earth. In Revelation 12:17 it
is written that those who faithfully obey God’s
commandments and give such testimony are the
special targets of the Devil, Today there are
more than 150,000 clergymen in the United
States, not a single one of whom is teaching the
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people of and concerning God’s kin gdom for the
relief and blessing and restoration of the peo-
ples on earth. There is a small company of men
and women who use their spare time in going
from house to house, especially Sundays, to in-
form the people of God’s kingdom, and this they
do by showing them the printed message, such

as contained in the hook Govermment and other-

books. They are the witnesses of God and are
constantly being persecuted by the elergymen.
Tt is expected that this persecution and opposi-
tion will continue and that only those who faith-
fully go on in spite of it will have the Lord’s
favor of being taken to heaven. In Matthew
24.:13 Jesus said to his followers: “He that
shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved.” '

Those who become members of the heavenly
kingdom class will in the resurrection be
changed from human to spirit creatures and
then shall see the Lord and be granted the great
blessing of life divine. To such, and to such
only, who thus continue faithful Jesus, in Reve-
lation 2: 10, says: “Be thou faithful unto death,
and I will give thee a crown of life.” ;

The clergy have told you that the man who
joins any church, pays his dues regularly, and
lives an honest and decent life, even though he
is active in the political and financial affairs of
this world, yet when he dies he goes straight to
heaven. The Scriptures show that the clergy
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have not told you the truth. The belief of a
falsehood, even though it brings comfort for a
time, results in no lasting good to anyone. The
clergy have repeatedly told you that babes at
death have gone to heaven. The Seriptures show
that they have not told you the truth concerning
this. You will find real consolation by learning
the truth of God’s Word. The Bible proves that
only a few go to heaven, while the mass of man-
kind may hope for life everlasting on the earth
if they are obedient to God’s perfect law.

=

Rich Man in Hell

USTICE IS THE FOUNDATION of God’s
J throne. Any doctrine, therefore, that vio-
lates justice and casts reproach upon God’s
name should be carefully scrutinized before
heed is given to it. The doctrine of eternal tor-
ment does violate justice and reproaches God’s
name. The clergy have relied upon the serip-
ture concerning the rich man in hell and the
poor man in Abraham’s bosom to prove the doe-
trine of eternal torment. That seripture is a
parable and does not teach oternal torment of
the wicked. The seripture is found in Tuke 16:
19-21 and should be carvefully read. I quote
verses 19-23 as follows: “There was a certain
rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine
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linen, and fared sumptuously every day; and
there was a certain beggar named Lazarus;
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, and
desiring to be fed with the erumbs which fell
from the rich man’s table; moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores. And it came to pass,
that the beggar died, and was carried by the
angels into Abraham’s bosom: the rich man also
died, and was buried; and in hell he lift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abrahdm
afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.”

A parable is a statement in symbolical lan-
guage, the purpose of which is to teach a lesson
by way of illustration. The clergymen insist
that this scripture is not a parable but is a
literal statement of fact. To apply the seripture
literally makes it absurd, as you will now see.
The record is that one man was rich, wore good
clothes, and had plenty to eat, and he died and
went to hell. No other thing appears in the ree-
ord against him. To be rich is surely no cause
for being eternally tormented. Let a rich man
die in the world and you could not get a clergy-
man to appear at his funeral and say that this
man has gone to hell because he was rich, wore
good clothes and had plenty to eat.

The other man was a pauper clothed in rags,
covered with sores, and lay at the rich man’s
gate begging. He died and was carried away by
the angels into Abraham’s bosom; and the
clergy say that means that he was taken by the

RICH MAN IN HELL 31

angels to heaven. Surely no one could reason-
ably believe that God takes men to heayen mere-
ly because they are poor and covered with sores
and lie at someone’s gate to beg. If that were
the rule, then very few who claim that they are
going to heaven would ever get there. You sel-
dom see a clergyman in the miserable condition
of the pauper.

The scripture further states that the rich man
died and afterwards lifted up his eyes. Who-
ever saw a dead man lift up his eyes? The serip-
ture tells of the rich man’s being in torment and
crying out for the poor man to come to him
with one drop of water and cool his tongue. If
the tich man were in a hell of torment, and 1t
were as hot as the clergymen claim, then it
would be impossible for the other man to get
within a hundred yards of him with even a
bucket of water, much less a drop. The literal
interpretation of this seripture text is shocking
to reason and justice and is worse than absurd.

When we get the proper setting of the text it
is easy to be seen that it is a parable, and what
it means. Jesus spoke these words to the Phar-
isees who were the clergy of that day. They
were the leaders in Israel. Israel was the only
nation with which God ever made a covenant,
and to that people he gaid, in Ixodus 19:5,6:
“Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed,
and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a pecu-
liar treasure unto me above all people; for all
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the earth is mine. And ye shall be unto me a
kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.” The
nation of Israel, therefore, Jesus pictured in
this parable as the rich man. His garments of
purple and fine linen were symbols of royalty
and favor enjoyed from God.

All other nations aside from the I%1ae11tes
were called Gentiles and were outside of God’s
favor, and are therefore pictured by Jesus
under the symbol of the pauper. In the parable
the poor man Lazarus pictures all these nations.
The Israelites frequently referred to the Gen-
tiles as dogs, for the purpose of showing their
lack of God’s favor. Jesus was born a Jew, and
of him it is written, in John 1:11: “He came
unto his own, and his own received him not.”

It was the Pharisaical clergy that led the re-
volt against Jesus. Therefore the parable is a
prophetic statement of Jesus that the day was
not far distant when the rich man, to wit, the
nation of Israel, should lose the favor of God;
and the poor Gentlle nations would receive that
favor.

On the occasion of the sacrifice of Isaac God
used Abraham to represent Him, and in this
parable Abraham pictures God; and his bosom
represents God’s favor which would come to
the Gentiles when the Israelites were cast away.
With these facts before you picture in mind Je-

. sus speaking to \the Pharisees. Ile had told
them that because of their unfaithfulness the
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kingdom of God would be taken away from them

‘and given to a people that would honor his word

and name. He spoke this prophecy in symbolie
language concerning the rich man and the pau-
per, that there might forever stand a record of
God’s warning to the clergy of that day. A
prophecy can be understood by any person after
it is fulfilled or in course of fulfilment. When
the physical facts appear which fulfil the
prophecy, you may know that such constitute
the fulfilment thereof. The facts fulfilling the
parable are these:

Shortly after Jesus thus spoke he was put to
death. A few years thereafter the nation of
Israel was completely destroyed, but the people
thereof were scattered amongst other nations
of the earth. The rich man, that is to say, the

- nation of Israel, thus died and went to hell,
~which means oblivion or condition of nonexis-

tence, as anation. The people of Israel have since
been in torment hecause of the great amount
of injustice heaped upon them by other nations
and peoples. The facts, therefore, exactly fit
the parable concerning the rich man’s being in
torment.

The Gentile nations pictured by the pauper
then came into the favor of God. That passing
is represented by the death of the pauper, be-
cause his condition ag a pauper ceased to exist.
With Cornelius the Glentiles began to receive
God’s favor, and the followers of Christ since
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have been chiefly from amongst the Gentiles.
This was clearly foretold in the parable by the
pauper’s being carried to Abraham’s bosom,
meaning God’s favor. Acts 13:46 is a proof
text of this change, wherein it is written:

“Tt was necessary that the word of God
should first have been spoken to you [Israel-
ites], but seeing ye put it [away] from you, z}nd
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life,
lo, we turn to the Gentiles.”

The parable pictures the rich man as the na-
tion of Isracl crying to Abraham to send Laza-
rus to bring him the drop of water. The facts
are that for many centuries the Israelites have
hegged and prayed that God would send them
some relief through the Gentile nations of the
carth. By this parable Jesus was foretelling to
the Pharisees. exactly this condition. The drop
of water in the parable pictures the small meas-
are of truth that would help refresh the Israel-
ites in their distress. Jesus foretold that this
prayer of the Israelites would bhe answered in
this manner: ‘When you were in God’s favor
you had all the good things and every oppor-
tunity to be the peculiar treasure of (Gtod ; and
these you rejected. The Gentiles had nothing,
but were in great want and distress. Now the
favor of God is turned to the Gentiles, and they
have comfort and you must suffer” The histori-
cal facts coming to pass sinee exactly fit the
prophecy. The Israelites long had the favor
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. of God to the exclusion of all others, but from

and after A.D. 73 they have suffered eontinu-
ously.

In the parable Jesus speaks of the great gulf
between the rich man and the pauper. What
could that gulf represent? The Tsraelites looked
for the coming of a mighty ruler that would
rule the whole earth., When Jesus came to them
and offered himself as their King, the clergy
rejected him and influenced the nation to do
likewise. The Gentiles that have followed Christ
have accepted him as God’s anointed King who
shall rule the world in righteousness. The Israel-
ites, the parable shows, would refuse to acecept
Christ, and the Gentiles would not become Jews ;
therefore this caused a great gulf or dividing
space between them. Jesus was there telling
the Israelites in symbol substantially this: “The
fact that you have rejected God’s provision for
you, and the fact that God’s favor has turned
to the Gentiles, makes a great gulf between you.’

At the time Jesus spoke this parable the na-

“tion of Israel was divided, part being under the

tribe of Judah, and the other under the tribe of
Ephraim. Many of their brethren were still in
Bahylon. The parable applies specifically to
those in Palestine, and the words concerning
the five brethren evidently were infroduced by
the Lord to show that all the tribes of Tsrael
would lose the favor of (fod. The words of the
parable then show that it would be useless for
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the Gentiles to bring the message of God to the
Israelites, because the Israelites had Moses and
the prophets, and these they had rejected; and
they would not believe what God had to say to
them, even though one came from the “dead”
Gentile nations. The facts show that the prophe-
cy of Jesus in this respect has been exactly ful-
filled. The leaders of Tsrael have rejected Moses
and the prophets who wrote concerning Jesus
Christ as the King, and they have not heard the
message concerning Christ Jesus as this has
been presented to them by the Gentiles.

This parable never had dany reference whatso-
ever to the punishment of the wicked. Long ago
Satan seized upon it to reproach God and to
turn men away from him. The clergy have used
this parable to frighten many people, especially
the ignorant, and thereby induce them to join
their church organizations. At the same time
they have reproached Christ and God’s great
name by thus falsely applying this seripture
and have thereby caused millions of honest men
to reject God and the Bible. Many men have
reasoned like this: If God is such as described
by the clergy, and this picture of the rich man
and the pauper is from him, as the clergy tell
us, he could not be a just and loving God, and
we will not serve him.

The prophetic parable, spoken by Jesus, has
its fulfilment. Instead of teaching that God is
a fiend and has prepared a place wherein he
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will eternally torment men, it shows how gra-

cious God has been to teach the people, by the
words of Jesus, and warn them of what was
coming to pass. Now the parable can be under-
stood by both Israel and the Gentiles. Other
scriptures show that God’s favor will return
to Israel and the obedient of Israel will be
restored. The due time is now at hand when all
persons, both Israclites and Gentiles, shall have
an opportunity to know the truth. Those who
heed the truth and obey the Lord shall be re-
stored to life, and then with gladness they _w111
worship and serve Jehovah God. As thp light
shines upon the Word of God, illuminating the
truth in the mind of the earnest student, the
goodness and loving-kindness of our God ap-
pears more wonderful and we delight to praise
his name and to tell others about Him.

Thief in Heaven

LMOST ALILL MEN have some sense of
A justice, and they turn away from that

which is unjust., Any doctrine that shows
God to be unjust causes honest men to have
little or no regard for him. If a man can be a
thief all his days, work great wrong to many,
and then at the very hour of his death repent
and be immediately taken into heaven, that puts
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a premium on wrongdoing, Honest men balk at
believing that God has any such arrangement.
For many years the clergy have taught this
very strange and unrighteous doctrine and
claimed that the Bible supports them therein,
The Seriptural text upon which they base their
conclusion is found in Luke 23: 39-43, concern-
ing the two thieves between whom Jesus was
crucified, and from which I quote the following:
“And one of the malefactors which were hanged
railed on him, saying, If thou he Christ, save
thyself and us. But the other answering, re-
buked him, saying, Dost not thou fear God, see-
ing thou art in the same condemnation? And
we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward
of our deeds: bhut this man hath done nothing
amiss. And he said unto J esus, Lord, remember
me when thou comest into thy kingdom. And
Jesus said unto him, Verily I say unto thee, To
day shalt thou be with me in paradise.”

The people have heen induced to believe that
this text proves that at death a man goes im-
mediately to heaven or hell; that he may be
wicked and commit all manner of crimes up to
the very hour of hig death, and that if, upon his
deathbed, he repents and confesses hefore some
clergyman, he may he absolved of all sin and.
taken at once to heaven, Other men who have
_tried to deal honestly with their neighbors and
do as nearly right as possible, and then hearing
such interpretation put upon the scripture, have
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said in substance: “If that is the way God gets
men into heaven, I do not care to go there.
The result has been that for this reason many
have rejected the Bible, reproached G-odr, ar_ld
turned away from Ilim. Such ig another subtle
scheme of the enemy Satan to keep the people
in darkness. :
mfliﬁiﬁ submit the proof that the thief men-
tioned in thig seripture did not go._to hen,fmn
that day, and furthermore that he will never b%
in heaven, and also that deathbed repentance 0t
thieves or others is no passport into hgavenl at
any time. Note that the clergymen contend tha
the thief, on that day that he died, went }Enhl—
mediately to heaven, because Jesus used 1 e
words “to day shalt thou be with me in pz}u a-
dise”. If Jesus did not go to heaven thz}’.u C qu,
then there must be something wrong with til,ﬂ 1e
interpretation that has been placed upon this
Sc%ggugiﬁe record is that Jesus-was dcad‘ n‘.nfill
in the grave for three days; that on i.he. tl}fltl.:r
day he was raised out of death; u.n(; l.haf,]zi,l f‘"
he was raised he gtated to M ATy, a8 recor (éc 10t
John 20:17: “Touch me not; for I am ‘ng} ‘yn
ascended to my Father; but go to my Inlg, Hg !
and say unto them, I ageend unto my 1a :} 1;1,
and your Father; and to my God, and y
G(ﬁc‘)rty days thereallor .l"ng.u:w 0 ppu:n.'e(l tVOJ 1;;18-
disciples on the Mount of Olives and gave
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structions to them and then, as stated in Acts
1:6-11, he was taken up or aseended into heav-
en. The proof is therefore conclusive that Jesus
did not ascend to heaven until forty-three days
after his crucifixion. If the thief was taken
to heaven on the day of his death, then he went
there forty-three days in advance of Jesus. Such
a thing would be impossible, hecause it is writ-
ten, in Colossians 1; 18, that Jesus was the first
raised from the dead and was given preemi-
nence over all. In 2 Timothy 1:10 it is recorded
that by the appearing of Jesus in heaven he
brought life and immortality to light. Jesus
must be the first, and the thief could not then
get life, much less appear in paradise, before
the ascension of Jesus into heaven.
The eleven faithful disciples that stood faith-
fully and firmly for Jesus during all of his
trials were taken into the covenant for the
kingdom. They were faithful over a long period
of years and they had the positive testimony
from Jesus that they could not get to heaven
until his second coming., In J ohn, chapter four-
teen, he said to them that he was going away to
prepare a place for them, and would come and
receive them again to himself, In Matthew 7: 21
Jesus said: ‘Not every one that saith, Lord,
Lord, shall enter into heaven, but he that doeth
the will of my Father.’ Paul the faithful apostle,
Just preceding his death, wrote, in 2 Timothy
4:7,8, that he had been faithful, but that he
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could not go to heaven until the sncon_d ‘eon_ﬁnog
of the Lord Jesus. In 1.11nt;lsmno_ epistle it 1‘19:
written that the judgment of the living upd t l(é
dead shall take place at the second (-.nm‘mg: 0.
the Lord Jesus. It is therefore wholly unreason-
able to conclude that the :Tj?l‘ll would nu‘l.l\(ata
more liberal rule for a thief, and t.uk.o him ‘0
heaven the same day tl1211t he died, and require
1t en to wait centuries. .
fal’}‘llll?lL%rd laid down the rule hy.whlch all
must be governed who w_i]l eyer be in lmgnr(?:(;
In Matthew 16:24 he said: ‘If a man Wi e
my disciple, he must deny himself, take 1}?1}:0011
eross, and follow me.” In John, chapter if 0_[‘!
he stated that all who would be .[ollow]erb :
him must be witnesses to the tr_ut‘.h,_anlf ]ln('\lli 4
suffer persecution hecause of their ;f a}lL}l' u IL] H /
The thief had not taken even one of these s (".l].]‘.,
and no one upon his Fl(.eathbe(} cqulq possi jey
fulfil any of these conditions. F uthg;no;i e
sus said that before anyone could get ',{)] ul’]‘h{t
he must be an overcomer of Ph(} WOl (-I.' - dd'
was an impossibility for the I.]h.wl l;l :Itl.ll}ltllhl‘ dum.

1 ible for anyone on hig deathbed.
beI??%i?nothy 2 ].1.yl,hn 1:1.110 1 S‘(!X}?l'l(!lﬂ_\lf Stﬂﬁg
thus: “Ttis a faithful saying: [for 1’5 r\;}f\ \)(f\ic'l-dy-
with him, we shall al:-mh’w:.‘wn;h.hnn. ! \1(, Jon %hr-
men’s theory of the fhiel’s going !.n] i\(.n,{&;(.]h‘i,m;
day he died is based upon 1,‘hn il H(,] ( A/l‘l-the
of the inherent immortality n! the sou 1 i
scriptures show that the thief died and we
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hell, which is the grave, and that he is to this
day in the grave, and that he will be awakened
out of death in the future and during the reign
of Christ,

What the Seriptures really teach concerning
‘the thief in paradise’ is this: For more than
three years before his crucifixion Jesus had
been preaching to the Jews concerning the king-
dom of God. He had told them that God had
sent him to tell this message and that in due
time he will establish the long-promised king-
dom. Practically everybody in Palestine knew
that Jesus claimed to he the King. The men
that accused him and persecuted him and were
responsible for his mock trial and his wicked
conviction were the clergy of that day, and they
knew he was the King. Pilate offered to releage
Jesus, but the clergy ingisted that instead he
should release Barabbas, a notorious criminal,
and that Jesus should he crucified. Then they
hanged Jesus between two thieves, and a sign
was written and put over the tree, in thesge
words: “This is Jesus the King of the Jews.”
The clergy stood by and mocked Jesus and in-
cited the mob, including the thieves, to do the
same thing. One of the thieves, seeing all of
this, concluded that Jesus was an unusual man,
that he was entirely innocent, and that he was
in fact the promised King. Therefore this thief
said to him: “Lord, remember me when thou
comest into thy kingdom.” In response to those
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kind words from a thief, so much in contrast to
those spoken by the clorgy, Jesus said to the
thief: “I say unto thee today shalt thou be with
me in paradise.” Jegug did not say, You shall
go to heaven thig very day, nor even (o pa ra
dise this day. Jesus made the statement 1,11.;1.1,
day, at that time, while he was on the tree, Irl
substance this is what Jegus said to the H'\'m ]
“You have shown your faith in me ag the ]\111;{,‘
and now at thig day I givu you my W()MIUII
promise that you shall be in paradise.” Not _u.\.l:
he should go there that day, but the promise
7 e that day. >
. a’I‘Sh?iv%rd “parad}; se” meansg a garden or ].urd‘;m
and has reference to the restor(zd earth. 'l .'lﬁ
work of making this earth a g]m'mlus ]_ﬂ.n.(m \m/r\i”
be done by Christ Jesus dn.rm;; his reign, .
obedient ones of mankind will i.h't'm 11:}.sz m‘l op-
portunity to be restored and 1'1_vc ‘i.QlCVf.I‘ 1:1)
paradise on the earth. The promise ()E Jebu? 2
the thief was: ‘I say to thee this day Hhﬂ!L 1'..101
be with me in paradise? The only (-.nn‘Hll,nu'-.. ,!](_131
that can properly be put upon the wor( 8 (-)l '):1;
sus is this: That the thiel will be n.}\rnlu.m(lc ‘( _n,
of death and given the opportunity to be 1
pa(g?;i i]i?a. day that the thief died he W(\.ni]'. l;()]'l_lc‘fil‘i
or the grave, and i Ht.il‘l t]'Im'n. When t ]m‘ \{:‘1};(1
dom of Christ Jesus i in full fway n.ll..l, 1':1, (di;
in their graves will be hrought forth, n]u\, 1110‘0 0%
the thief., All will then be given a knowledge
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the truth, and those who obey the righteous
Lord will be restored to everlasting life in the
baradise of the earth, That ig yet future. Upon
the very day of the crucifixion of Jesus he made
the promise,

How has this wrongful construction of the
text been so long believed by the people? Look
at the text in your Bihle and you will observe a
comma immediately following the word “thec”
and the emphasis on the word “today”, Such
pbunctuation marks were unknown in the day of
Jesus. They first came into use in the sixteenth
century. The translators put the comma in the
wrong place. Now take away the comma from
its present place and read the text without
Punctuation by putting the emphasis on the
word “today” and see how differently it sounds.
“I say unto thee today Shalt thou be with me in
baradise?” This he wil] be, provided he is obe-
dient unto the Lord, The statement of J esus is
not arbitrary, and clearly it must be inferred
that the thief would have an opportunity to he

in paradise and would be there if obedient,
When properly understood the language of
Jesus to the thief completely explodes the false
theories of deathpeq repentance and the im.
mortality of the soul, The texts which the clergy
have worked overtime to prove their false
claims prove exactly contrary theroto. In 1 Co-
rinthians 6: 10 1t is written: ‘No thieves shall
inherit the kingdom of God. That is further
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and conclusive proof that the thiel W.l]: nm:rfr'
be in heaven, and that the clorgy are falgo wit-
| \
ne?ﬁlﬁ:'coming of Glod’s Kingdom is n I.l‘lllliiti}L
the greatest importance, Jesun lITI‘}J','l‘lll upn.n I:"
disciples to always pray: “I'hy Ii'lllp:‘llnlnl‘ ( u(l.” "
Thy will be done in earth, 0y ||;_‘m in Iun.\;w ;'
By fraud and migrepresentation hlll;h].lll u|.:4mir]l :
the people in darkness as l.nll.hn real mo 'nn',’(f
of the Lord’s kingdom. The time has -lm\w,([‘ it
for the kingdom of God toi take .(thtl‘lg.!;;. :mt- 5
affairs of man. Already Satan 18 (!l‘; O
heaven, and the forces are mm'(zhmg] -(;ﬂ \ 1}1;11,-
geddon, which will he the final great 'm--‘t']:;qj 1
will completely clean Satan out ol f‘,mr,m. b
fairs. Then Christ the King will be in | -1tm| :
complete control. Under his reign, II.H.E :]l ‘I.umi
the prophet of Grod, the earth then w1‘ : )t,(fﬁqi -
a paradise. Then the desert shall I)]()hh();ﬂ ﬂi-m‘t
e and all waste places be made ;:hul.. In ¢t i
112‘1011518 all the dead in their gravos‘s.hull ]Oll]:;:('il'
th and will ecome with songs of joy upon ;} i
i{aI‘ Among those who will he hrought hack | ;)
1;?:'\7\7111 be the thiel crucified next to I.hn‘tll;::;t\;
Then the thief will be granted an opport 0
ceive a knowledge of 111('1 I‘ru_i'h and, -
t?) 'fl?ent will be restored to perfect life mlp.m;]}
s It ?is these.great truths of the lcmg(_om. .
dlSeL 'd that men and women are now l)rnl‘gmg
o 011‘ doors in the form of hooks. ‘fl.hes((i
%%oigucontain an explanation of the Bible an
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enable you to learn the truth i
& . Avail yoursel
)(c)f them an_d stgdy the Bible and learslrl the “Ya(.a :
0 everlasting life in the paradise of God X

Where Are the Dead?

E VE?@Y ADULT person has had some ex-
berience with death. A relative or dear

friend has died, leav; 1
) » teaving bhehind som
foe?ﬁiz teSSlfcl_ce no Sc)ne of the r_Eiead_ has retuersgg
g mony to those on earth, each
' 1ch one
zgznf }fénéi hgi’pzr_'[?founded the quest,ion: ‘WVI;Je?;;
) ad?” The wrong answer to this
- u i
tion brings more sadness, doubt and des%a?ii

hope for the dead andmgs beace of mind and a

I state brief 1
y the answer given b
v the cler

and then the answer found in the Biple andeIgy
m%%DVI cholose between the two : i

1€ clergymen in genera] .s :
dea(ii}} ; What we call death o
gg;:ﬁ:;;c;(g; fic(; aﬁ?ther ; gqe body dies, but the soul
' _ e on; th o
Immediately to heat,fen ;e t?OUI e i

108e who ar
oo e ) - re not so
(83;1 Wgﬁet%pulgatmy and may later reach hegv-
) 1€ very bad go to torment eternal in

duration,” Unhesitating]y I state that thig an-

: “There is no
1s a change from one
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Clergymen have ingisted that the common
people cannot instruct themselves in the Bible
but must take their instruction from the clergy-
men. The clergymen, therelore, have with bold-
ness made statements ag of fact, and which are
wholly unsupported by the truth, and expeet the
people to swallow such gtatements hecause made
by them. The (ime has come for the common
people to gain a knowledge of the truth, and
God has made ample provigion for all such to
have the truth without interference or help from
the clergy. The Lord is the true Interpreter of
the Scriptures. e causes facts to come to pass
showing fulfilment of his prophetic Word, and
honest and teachable persons can take these
facts, together with the Scriptures, and ascer-
tain the truth. To aid the people in finding these
proof texts such books as Reconciliation, Deliv-
erance, Government and Life are published and
brought to your doors by men and women who
love God and want to help you get the truth.
The Seriptures, when understood, show that the
clergymen have heen the chiel insfruments to
keep the people in the dark as to where the dead
are. _
The Bible answer ig that (tod told man that
a violation of his law would result in death and
that death means the absence of life. It was
Satan the Devil who first said, “I'here is no
death.” Concerning him Jogus said: ‘Ie lied,
and he is the father of all lies, meaning that
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lies originated with the Devil, The clergy say,

like their father: “The body dies, but the soul,
being immortal, lives on.” ‘The Bible says that
man is mortal and that he does not possess an
Immortal soul. God’s prophet, in Psalm 89: 48,
wrote: “What man is he that liveth, and shall
not see death? shall he deliver his soul from the
hand of the grave?” He did not say that merely
the body dies, but, on the contrary, said, in
Ezekiel 18:4: “The soul that sinneth, it shal]
die.” This is true for the reason that every man
1s a soul; no man possesses a soul. The word
“soul” means a breathing creature.

The clergy say that at what is calleq “death”
men merely pass out into another state bhut still
remain conscious, The Bible says that the State-
ment of the clergy is false. In Psalm 115:17
it says: “The dead praise not the Lord, neither
any that go down into silence.” Tn Ecclesiastes
9:5, 10 it is written “For the living know that
they shall die; but the dead know not any thing,
neither have they any more 2 reward, for the
memory of them ig forgotten, Whatsoever thy
hand findeth to do, do it with thy might; for
there is no work, nor deviee, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thoy goest.” TIn
Psalm 6:5 it ig written: “For in death there is
10 remembrance of thee ; in the grave who shall

give thee thanlks?” The people must choose be-
tween the unsupported statemont of the clergy-
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men and the plain statements of Cod’s Word of
tllglgé each honest porson auk Ilimm-lll'l:‘ '|Wh"|t
good could possibly result by my he ||[\:|l;|,fu.m
lie? The fact that the clergymen who nm. iy Hc-i(-ln-
erroneous statements claim to (}lt H()]:()I‘I‘n,“{m
tiously does nol alter the matter. ( [|I;”;]|p|||,||
after generation hag been 111.mdml tnl ._;tl i b
by the teachings of the same falschood, |l~ ..“m'l
rinthians 4:3,4 the si‘.m:(\,‘l‘nnll_l. 18 ma (.m ““;
Satan is responsible for this blindness upon {
e
PG%II)}‘? .Why should man die J{11\‘, 11]1.‘3‘ ?IITH?G\I\-}!II:
tures plainly answer that. The ﬁ']?‘{:(] it
sentenced to death because he vulo al ,nH o
law. God passed sentence upon Ac nm.,lq,. ity
ten in Genesis 31:]1'7-]9, 'l(n'I lll:;q(l'”l\'[\;cl: ; ]'](:d]'fm
round] is cursed | shed
;?)f}zhsg?: ;%rou shall henceforth e;wnl yo?lfqli)-n-;'?:l
by hard labor until you return to 11(; (lw.n.,n_m.[
t of the dust of the earth you were n ,. :‘1 :
i }(1) dust of the carth you shall return.” 'l lak
gﬁcfgfner?t or sentence is plain and moeans what
. "Sﬁ%';lrfle Adam was undergoing the Hm:t.‘mmn n.f
T : the oo of
death his children were I.n'uugih.lf.nllm :]l:{ I(:::I (]I):'I( :n
1 A 1 N 3 J
ents being ?ndgif(f;:;.l,itl(llilt]\:l:{"l\l “', b :4l.n.Lml,'in
Werie bgix'l’ﬁ'm‘?ln sin did my mother conceive
El?”mAll 'children are horn HIIIIH']I'H l)_\;i(?&u}lf]n:;ré
of inheritanee, and when each one has died t
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one has returned to the dust of the earth, In
Psalm 146:4 it 1S written: “[Man’s] breath
goeth forth, he returneth to his earth; in that
- very day his thoughts perish”” That meang
that he is entirely unconscions, The good and
the bad have both gone to hell at death, That
does not mean that they are anywhere con-
scious, hut it does mean that they are entirely
unconseious in the grave. They are not suffer.
Ing, hecause they do not exist,

If the good at death 80 to heaven, then death
would be a friend to al] such ; whereas the Serip-
tures universally Speak of death as the great
enemy of man. The monster enemy holds thoy-
sands and millions jn death, but God has gra-
ciously provided to bring them out from under
the control of that enemy, Long ago God, by
his prophet Hoges (13:14), made g Promige to
Técover man from death and the grave, If any
of the dead had gone to he '

have made such 5 promise,
said they were in the gray
would deliver man.

The unselfishness of God, which we call “love”,
made provision to bring back the dead and give
them an opportunity for life, Tn John 3: 16 it ig

On the contrary, he
e, and from that he

hosoever pe-
_ t perish, but have ever-
lasting life” mq perish meang {q £0 out of
existence for eyer, Clearly the text means, there-
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fore, that all mankind would have perighed mlr-
eept’ for the loving provision God hag made
: sus Chrigl. |
thlh(?)gt%ahnifv, and in what gimple phrase, the Hl:
ble states God’s provigion made (.(‘) 'rgtlumu Illlu :
from the grave. It was the [uu'lunl.'m;\n. .lilu.(;
sinned and brought death upon all. h.ll('.l ]l'H("{n](]
statement of Romang 5: 12. '_l‘llm ]'n‘mmm:. 0 i
18 to ransom or buy back man from the g "lwtl I
death. In Matthew 20: 28 Jesus states |! it
came to earth for the very purpose nll ;fl:::lﬁ
his life a ransom for man. Only a periect s
could take the place of A.r_lam and h(} hlfl Tll-'::} ,m
tute in death, that man rmgh? be de]lvmr( i
death. All men on earth, being d(\.‘scem]z}.rr‘l HI s
Adam, were imperfect, therefore digqualified {

1 1 1+ 14
ransom the race. Then, ag stated in John 11 14,

s, who wag made flegh mu! blood,
S%%ffe;i frf;l?, :chat he might save numkltnd.r.if’g
John 10:10 Jesus stated that h'o. cn.r:;:n. 0 ;],1 :
his life that the people might live. 1'hig a (t);ln
roves the falsity of the statement 1nqcl(a l;\{' ”:“
p] gy that the dead confinue (o live on, l
cle g:Ymen were correct in their fii.t}.llf!ltli‘lll.,‘i !:n;
2§erggreat ransom sacrifice of J?mm (q,]n‘in:_.
would be of no value. In Aot 4; 12 |I|.u|. :: 1n|’
lainly state that there in no nu,n'il 2k
zgiszti%n except by tha hload of .h}rmm (i .nrlrl ;{.M
ios tho clorgymen have taught
F1‘101‘fm lz:;yd%e;ﬁgg T}mi: the dead nro t'.m-m('.l;)l‘lr‘l
Enehe?l, purgatory or hoaven; and by thig they
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have denied the value of the saerifice of Christ
Jesus. Therefore it is easy to be seen how in
these latter days they have fallen deeper into
error and now openly deny that there is any
value in the shed blood of Christ Jesus.

Read carefully the Bible account of the death

and awakening of Lazarus, as set forth in John
11:14-44. That of itself should be conclusive
proof as to where the dead are. In brief, the
account is that Lazarus was living with his two
sisters at Bethany, and died. Four days later
Jesus came to their home and found the two
sisters broken in heart and weeping because of
the death of their brother, Jesus inquired where
they had buried Lazarus. They showed him the
tomb. A great stone served to close the mouth
of the tomb. Note what Jesus did, Lazarus had
been dead for four days; and if he had bheen in
heaven, then Jesus would have called for him to
come from heaven. If he had beek in purgatory,
Jesus would have indicated that. If in eternal
torment, he could not have called him out at all.
What Jesus actnally did is stated in these
words: “Then they took away the stone from
the place where the dead was laid. And Jesus
lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee
that thou hast heard me. And I knew that thou

hearest me always: but because of the people
which stand by I said it, that they may helieve

that thou hast sent me, And when he thus had

spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus,
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come forth. And he that way dead eameo forth,
bound hand and fool with graveclothos: and
his face was bound about with n napkin, Jesus
saith unto them, Lioose him, nnd 1ot him po.”
Lazarus was not in purgatory or heavoen, ltnl.
was dead and in the grave; and Jesus called him
forth from the grave. In John 5: 28 cl(’!Hll.‘:i Hnli'li
“Marvel not at thig: for the hour ig coming, in
the which all that are in the graves shall hoar
his voice, and shall come forth,” 'l!‘ul'llu-.rn:(‘n'n
he said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, The
hour is coming, and now is, when the dead shall
hear the voice of the Son of God; and they that
hear shall live.” These seriptures prove heyond
any doubt that the dead are not alive in ]mwn'n,
purgatory or hell, but they are unconscious, in
: rave.
the’l‘]%e Bible clearly and beautifully sets forth
the fact of the resurrection of I;Im'fl(:ml. ]}nsnr-
rection means a restanding to life, Is it not
clear, then, that if the dead were alive and mn'-
scious in heaven, purgatory or holly l;lw' rOSUT-
rection could not take place? ”'l“lm hvrmt‘ul'ug
are reasonable and consigtent, Ii l|E(!.Hlll.1.ltl‘ll(‘ll|.
of the clergy concerning the condition of _1,.110
dead were true, then hoth the ransom sacrifice
and the resurrection ol the dead wnuM he nni—;
true. It is plain to ho seen that (fod W“”h.l. no
have contradicted his own plain t!l.n..l.nm(mt.s.. .
Who would be interostod in conl nH:ng'l.h(-. mltl]u
of the people concerning the dend? Satan the
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Devil! He is the one who denied the statement

God made to Adam concerning the dead. Satanis |

the one who first taught the great falsehood of
inherent immortality. At all times he has sought
to keep the people in ignorance of God’s gra-
cious provision made for them.

Let the people now take courage. Kvery one
of you has lost some one by death; but not one
of them is now consciously suffering either in
hell or in purgatory. ILet not one deceive him-
self or be deceived by others by believing that
he can die and go to his loved ones, This false
doctrine has induced many to eommit suicide.
The only way you will meet your loved ones is
in the resurrection, because in death no one can
hate or love. Only in lifc does one have knowl-
edge. God has made provision that all ma
have the opportunity for life, and in the Bible
he makes this matter plain. It is of vital in-

terest to all to gain this knowledge of the Word
of God.

Funerals

ROBABLY the saddest time in one’s life
i3 at the funeral of g loved one. The sur-

vivor has observed that the man had much
trouble_while alive and now he has ended his
course in death. He is reminded ol the words
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written in Job 14:1,2: “Man that is horn of a
woman is of few days, and full of trouble. Ile
cometh forth like a flowor, and ig cut downy he
fleeth also as a shadow, amnd continueth nn.l,.”
The burden of the widow ig often greally in-
ercased by what comes to pass al i.l}ﬂ funcral.,
By the time thoge who gerve at the funeral get
their pay then litile is loft for the poor woman
and her children, T'he sorrow of the surviving
relatives is often increased hy the words of him
who delivers the funeral digcourse. If um.cluﬁ
ceased was not a member of an organized
church, words to this effect are 01'.t<\.n spol::en
at the funeral, to wit: “This man died outside
of the chureh, and his soul 18 now in eternal
flames of torment.” Not only is such a statement
false and adds sorrow to the surviving relatives,
but the same is a gross defamation of God’s
name.

The Bible plainly teaches that funerals shn‘uld
be conducted with a view to bringing comfort
to those who mourn; and only the truth can
bring comfort to such. If the (I‘(!t’.(‘.!lH{‘.(l s 8
child, the one officiating at the |ll|!t.‘.l‘ll]' olten
says that the child ig not dead but is with t'lll(i
angels in heaven, and that God wantad the ¢hi c.
and he took it. Such a statement is also. false;
and while it might be made .Wllf-h a viow t‘o.
bringing comfort (o the surviving TII()“II(EI, xt
has the opposite effect, I'he mother rn:mon}s.
“Why should God want my child, and why
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should he bring such great sorrow upon me
merely to please himself?” Furthermore, if it
is good for the child to die, why do we not all
die when children?

No man can properly charge a money fee for
conducting a funeral. For such a time of SOTTOW
it is a great privilege to speak the truth to the
honor of God and for the comfort of the SOTTOW-
ing ones. Isitnot necessary thata elergyman offi-
ciate at a funeral? and, if not, who may officiate?
It is not necessary for a clergyman to officiate.
Any man who loves God and his Word may
serve at a funeral; and a good man should be
glad to do what he can on such an oceasion to
inform the people of the truth and to show them
a reason why they should not sorrow as others
Wwho have no hope.

What may properly be said at the funeral?
Should the deceased be lauded and extolled be-
cause of his supposed virtues? No, because that
would do no good; even as flowers at the fu-
neral do no good for the dead. The dead know
not anything. The funeral is an occasion to tell
those present the reason why death has taken
away this creature, where he is, and what hope
there is for him to live again; and these truths
are found only in the Word of God. Why do
men die? The Scriptures answer that Adam,
from whom the entire race descended, violated
God’s law and was Justly sentenced to death,
that all of his children were born after he was
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under such sentence, and hence all were hegot-
ten in sin and shapen in iniguity, as the psalmist
has stated in Pgalm bH1: b, Also, it is written, in
Romans 5:12: “Wherefore, ag by one man sin
entered into the world, and death by gin; and so
death passed upon all men, for that all have
sinned.” &
Is the dead man conscious anywhere? and, il
s0, 18 he suffering? Ilven though he were :hl)‘m]_
man, it is written, in Iicclesiastes 915, 10: “Ifor
the living know that they shall die; but the dead
know not any thing, neither have they any more
a reward, for the memory of them is forgotten.
Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with
thy might; for there is no work, nor (]ewco3 nor
knowledge, nor wisdom, in the grave, ﬁwhlth(\.r
thou goest.” Also, in Psalm 115: 17: “The ;[_nm]
praise not the Lord, neither any that go down
into silence.” MThese seriptures show it W(_m]d
be impossible for a dead man to be conscious
and undergoing suffering. C_}n]dron n.i‘; tlz‘\ni.l}
have not gone to heaven; and in prn‘(:I: ol I.hm_'lt.
is written, in Jeremiah 31: 1!'3--]"(: Thus saith
the Lord, A voice was heard in Ramah, .ln,m(:.n-‘
tation, and bitter weeping; .H.m-.h(..'l weeping i(}l;
her children refused to be comforfed for ]?m_
children, because they were nof. T'hus Hm_ﬂ} the
Lord, Refrain thy voice from weeping, n,mll thine
eyes from tears; for thy work shall be re-
warded, saith the Lord; and they shall flomg
again from the land ol the enemy. And ther

2ot
areq s )

e
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18 hope in thine end, saith the Lord, that thy
children shall come again to their own border.”

Is there hope for the dead that they shall live
again? Yes, there is, because God promised to
rede_em man from death and he did so bv the
sacrificial blood of Christ Jesus, which is a
guarantee that the dead shall live again, The
Apostle Paul, rejoicing in the great privilege of
the Christian to comfort those who mourn
wrote, in 2 Corinthians 1: 3, 4: “Blessed be God.
even the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ the’
Father of mercies, and the God of all com%ort
who comforteth us in all our tribulation thafé
we may be able to comfort them which E;re in
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith we our-
sglves are comforted of God.” Then addressine
his br.ethl'en m Christ, because of their sorrox?z
resulting from death of loved ones he wrote, in
1 Thessalonians 4:13, 14, 18: “But I would ;mt
have you to be ignorant, brethren, concernine
them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not eve;
as others which have no hope. For if we b,elieve
that J esus died and rose again, even so them
}z:llso which sleep in Jesus will God bring with
Wléq;.d;;}fherefore comtort one another with these

At the funeral is g proper oceasion to point
out that the resurrection is the hope for the
dead. The resurrection of the dead being true,

then the doctrine that they are conscious in hel] .

or purgatory is entirely false. “Resurrection”

FUNERALS 59

means the raising up again (o life, The Serip-
tural philosophy of t(he resurrection briefly
stated is this: God gave promise, ns stated in
Hosea, chapter 13, that ho would send one to
redeem man {rom death and the grave; and that
promise is true. (od sent hig heloved Son to
the earth, and he died in the place and stead of
the sinner and therohy bought the right of lifo
for man, that he might live again, Hebrows 2:9
states that Jesus Christ, by the grace of God,
died for the henefit of all men; and in 1 Timothy
2:5,6 it 1s written: “For there is one (od, and
one mediator between God.and men, the man
Christ Jesus; who gave himgelf a ransom for
all, to be testified in due time.”

In 1 Peter 3:18 it is stated that Christ Jesus
died as a man and in the sinner's gtead, and that
God raised him up out of death a divine crea-
ture that he might rule and bless all mankind.
The death and resurreetion of Christ Jesus is a
guarantee that all the dead shall have the op-
portunity to live. The argument of the Serip-
tures, in 1 Corinthiang, ehaptor fil'toon, there-
fore, is that ‘Christ is rigen Ivom the dead and
has become the firgtlruits of them that slept;
for since by man came death, by man came also
the resurrection of the dead; for ag in Adam all
die, even so in Chrigl shall all bo made alive’,

All those who diad hofore the beginning of
the kingdom of Chrigl went into the tomb or
grave, and all of these in due time shall be
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awakened out of death. In proof of this Jesus
said: “Marvel not at this; for the hour cometh,
in which all that are in the tombs shall hear his
voice, and shall come forth; they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life; and they that
have done evil, unto the resurrection of judg-
ment.” (John 5:28, 29, A.R.V.) This is cor-
roborated by Acts24:15in these words: “There
shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the
Just and unjust.® These scriptures prove be-
yond all question of doubt that the non-church-
member at death did not go to eternal torment
and that the child at death did not go to heaven.
Both were born sinners by inheritance, and both
are therefore, before God, unjust. The hope for
both is that God in due time will cause all the
dead to be bronght out of the graves to receive
a trial and judgment before Christ the great
Judge. The word “hell”, as used in the Bible,
means the grave, tomb or condition of death,
and it is from this condition that the dead will
be resurrected. The sorrowing widow could re-
ceive much comfort from this knowledge, be-
cause it is true and holds out a hope for her
deceased loved one. Christ Jesus was a close
friend of Lazarus and his two sisters. Lazarus
and his sisters sent for Jesus. When Jesus ar.
rived Lazarus had been dead four d ays. Had he
been in heaven, Jesus would have stated so,
})ecause he always told the truth, Iad he been
I torment or purgatory, he would have so said.
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The record in John, chapter eleven, is that Laz-
arus had been buried in a cave, and a great
stone used to cloge the mouth of it. Jesus said:
“Take ye away the stone . . . from the place
where the dead wag laid. And Jesus lifted up
his eyes, and said, I'ather, I thank thee that
thou hast heard me, ., . . And when he thus had
spoken, he ecried with a loud voice, Lazarus,
come forth. And he that was dead came forth,
bound hand and foot with graveclothes; and his
face was: bound about with a napkin, Jesus
saith unto them, l.oose him, and let him go.”
(John 11:39-44) On that occasion Jesus testi-
fied that Jehovah had committed to him the
power to raise the dead. lle said: “I am the
resurrection, and the life; he that believeth in
me, though he were dead, yot shall he live.” Tle
also said: “Whosoever liveth and believeth in
me, shall never die.”

‘What, then, could be the purpose of bringing
the dead out of the grave? The purpose is to
acquaint them with the truth concerning Jecho-
vah and his provision through (!In'iHI_; to grant
them life; as it i written, in 1 Timothy 2: 3, 4,
that it is the will of (lod that all men shall be
saved and then brought to a knowledge of the
truth. Then, as Jegus stated, “T'hey that live
and believe and obey shall live forever and shall
never die”—John 8: Hl.

Funeral discourses generally inerease the sor-
row of the surviving ones, whereas the purpose
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of the Lord is that his truth should be told on
such occasions that the mourners might receive
comfort. They will desire to know when the res-
nrrection of the dead may be expected; and
that answer is found in 2 Timothy 4:1, which
says ‘the Liord Jesus will judge the living and
the dead at his coming and his kingdom’. Both
the Scriptures and the facts show that Christ
Jesus has now ecome and that his kingdom has
begun ; that his judgment is now upon the na-
tions, or world, which compose Satan’s organi-
zation; that such judgment and exeeution there-
~ of will result in the complete destruction of Sa-

tan’s wicked organization; and that then the
trial and judgment of the people living on earth
will progress. It is written (Aects 17:31) : “Be-
cause he hath appointed a day, in the which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that
man whom he hath ordained; whereof he hath
given assurance unto all men, in that he hath
raised him from the dead.”

With the wickedness of Satan’s organization
cleared out the people will learn righteousness
without being hindered, and then the awakening
of the dead and their trial and judgment will
progress. What will be the result to those who
are thus tried? That question is answered by
all of God’s holy prophets from Samuel to John
the Baptist, and the answer is that those who
atter a fair trial refuse to obey will be destroyed
for ever, and that those who do obey shall be
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restored to perfeetion of body and mind and
dwell forever on the carth in happiness. Con-
cerning this it is written, in Acts 3: 20-24: “He
shall send Jesus Chrigt, which before was
preached unto you; whom the heaven must re-
ceive until the times of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets gince the world began, 1for Moses

_ truly said unto the fathers, A prophet shall the

Lord your God raise up unto you of your
brethren, like unto me; him shall ye hear in all
things, whatsoever he shall say unto you. And
it shall come to pass, that every soul, which will
not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed from
among the people. Yea, and all the prophets
from Samuel and those that follow after, as
many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of
these days.”

‘The death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
provided the redemptive price for man, and the
resurrection of the dead and the bringing of
man to a knowledge of the truth constitute the
means employed by Jehovah o reconcile man
to himself. A full statement of this enfire
matter is set forth in the hook named Recon-
ciliation, which i now hrought to your door,
and which will enable you to find in the Bible
where these great (ruths are found.




DO YOU KNOW?

That straight through the Bible, beginning at Genesis
and ending with Revelation, traversing both Old
and New Testaments, runs the key thread, the
fundamental theme, of the divine purpose?

A knowledge of this primary truth unlocks every
mystery of the Bible, explains every prophecy
recorded therein, harmonizes every verse with
every other verse, clears away cvery vestige of
doubt as to the divine inspiration of the Scrip-
tures.

In fact, it forces one to the conclusion that no human
mind could ever have conceived, no, even ever
have dreamed, such gorgeous prospects for the
human family as revealed therein.

The grandest surprise of your life will be yours if
you follow Judge Rutherford through his remarkable
books as he traces the majestic, mighty steps of the
great Creator as found in the Bible, His record of
the purpose of life.

You’ll enjoy reading Judge Rutherford’s ten cloth-
bound books. By name they are The Harp of God,
Deliverance, Creation, Reconciliation, Government,
Life, Prophecy, Light-1, Light-2, and Vindication.
The remarkable thing is that the entire set is only
$2.50 delivered at your home. Send money order for
this amount and they will soon be on the way.
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