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HOME AND HAPPINESS

Reconstruction

“HAT the world needs reconstruction every
reasonable person will admit. That no or-
ganization of men nor nation has brought

forth an adequate or satisfactory scheme of re-
construction everybody must admit. What, then,
is there upon which the people may base a hope
to remedy the unhappy condition now existing?
The true answer is, God’s kingdom is the rem-
edy. It is the on]y certain, complete and ade-
quate remedy, and there is none other. God
through Christ will restore all things to a con-
dition of peace, prosperity, health and life ever-
lasting. A knowledge of such remedy is there-
fore of greatest public interest, convenience and
necessity. i
Jehovah makes good every one of his prom-
ises. His creatures can rely upon him with the
fullest assurance. When the traitor Satan start-
ed the human race on the broad way of destruec-
tion God gave his word of promise that in his
own due time he would bring forth a govern-
ment that would destroy Satan and his power,
and that by and through such righteous govern-
ment all the families of the earth shall be
blessed. Just as certain as the earth exists, just
that certain God’s promise will be wholly ful-
filled. In the hour of perplexity and distress the
people will eagerly seek for a knowledge of
3




4 : HOME AND HAPPINESS

God’s means of reconstruction. Only a brief
reference thereto can be made here. The Bible,
together with the book Reconciliation, fully ex-
plains the same, and everyone should avail him-
self of the opportunity to gain the knowledge
1t contains.

The language of God’s great promise is: “In
thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be
blessed.” Galatians 3:16 states that the prom-
ised seed is Christ, which means God’s anointed
King. By and through Christ God will set up
his kingdom and bring to the people that which
they so much need and which will satisfy every
honest desire.

The Bible contains many prophecies concern-
ing the reconstruction of the world. It follows,
then, that there must have heen a time when
man was in a happier condition than now. The
~ Seriptural proof is that in Eden man was per-
fect and was given dominion over the things of
the earth. Because he violated God’s law man
lost his dominion and was expelled from Kden
and caused to grow sick and die. After his be-
ing condemned Adam’s children were born and,
the parents being then imperfect and sinners,
their children inherited the same disability. In
Romans 5:12 1t is written that because of
Adam’s sin all have been born sinners. For
centuries the human race has continued to suf-
fer oppression and sickness and death. Recon-
struction, therefore, would mean to restore man-
kind to the condition of happiness, peace and
life and make the earth a fit place in which to

o e A Lo * . T
4 higher e e e e i [ g =i T3]
- - o el
e e — - _ _

—

28

e e I R e

gia g
i,- e
3 et e e

REs I

T
il
— . e e ——— el

e el
‘:';;}_.r,r.?“ﬂ::._ﬂ.hg. i

RECONSTRUCTION 5

live. There must be a basis for such reconstrue-
tion. God could not pardon the sinner, because
by so doing he would reverse his own judgment.
He could provide that another perfect man
might voluntarily take the sinner’s place in
death. That is what God did, and concerning
this it is stated, in John 3:16: “For God so
loved the world, that he gave his only begotten
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”

There was no perfect man in existence who
could possibly redeem his fellow man. To meet
this emergency God sent his beloved Son from
heaven, who became a man ; and at his majority
he was perfect physically and under the law.
Then he voluntarily agreed to do God’s will. It
was the will of God that Jesus should die in the
place and stead of Adam, and this furnished the
basis for the release of mankind from death and
its effects and opened the way for the reconcilia-
tion of man to God and for the reconstruction
of the world. In 1 Peter 3: 18 it is written that
Jesus was put to death as a man and raised out
of death as a spirit, and thus Jesus became the
Redeemer of man and the rightful King of the
world. In Philippians, chapter two, this state-
ment is made: “And being found in fashion as a
man, he humbled himself, and became obedient
unto death, even the death of the eross. Where-
fore God also hath highly exalted him, and giv-
en him a name which is above every name: that
at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things
under the earth; and that every tongue should
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6 HOME AND HAPPINESS

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory
of God the Father.”

The divine Jesus Christ is therefore clothed
with full power and authority to save mankind
to the uttermost and to fully restore all who be-
lieve and obey him.

Ififty days after the resurrcction of Jesus the
apostles were assembled at Jerusalem. That
was Pentecost. That day marked the time when
his disciples began to understand and appreciate
what restitution or reconstruction means. Moved
by the spirit of God they told the people its
meaning; and in Acts 3:20,21 the record is:
‘God will send Jesus Christ, who before was
preached unto you; whom the heavens must re-
tain until the time of restitution of all things,
which God hath spoken by the mouth of all his
holy prophets since the world began.’ -

Jesus was then in heaven, and his activities
would be confined to heaven until the time for
his second coming and the beginning of resti-
tution. After the apostles were dead, many
errors were brought in which obscured the
truth, and professed Christians went on in dark-
ness and in ignorance of many of the great fun-
damental truths. Among those errors taught by
the clergy was that all the good go to heaven

at death and all the wicked go to eternal tor-

ment. The earth was entirely ignored. The facts
now show, in harmony with prophecy, that
about A.D. 1875 the Lord began to restore the
truth to his followers. Then they learned that
only a few ever go to heaven and that the hope
of the people in general is restoration to life and
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RECONSTRUCTION 7

happiness on the earth. These great truths
have been taught to the people by a few persons
since that date, and the clergy generally have
opposed them. :

The second coming of the Lord, the end of the
world, and the setting up of God’s kingdom,
have been the greatest desire of true Christians.
The year 1914 marks the end of the world, the
second coming of the Lord, and the beginning of
his kingly power. All the facts and the Serip-
tures prove that the great battle of Armageddon
will be fought in the near future and will result
in completely ridding the earth of Satan’s wick-
ed rule, and then quickly will follow the great
reconstruction work. A knowledge of these facts
brings joy to those who have a desire to see
righteousness on the earth and peace amongst
the people. :

In 1 Timothy 2:3-6 it is stated that it is the
will of God that all men shall be saved and then
brought to an accurate knowledge of the truth
by and through Christ and his kingdom. The
sacrifice of Jesus provided salvation for all.
But this salvation is a free gift from God, and
no one can accept a gift without first having
some knowledge of the offer. Hence it is essen-
tial that a knowledge of the truth must be
brought to the people. God has commanded that
those who are the true followers of Christ Jesus
must be witnesses to give testimony to the peo-
ple concerning salvation and reconstruction. In
Isaiah 61:1-3 the commission of each of the
true followers of Christ is set out and directs
all such to preach the good news to the people,
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tell them of the day of God’s judgment, bind up
the broken-hearted, and comfort all that mourn.
In obedience to these commandments of the
Lord many hooks have heen published in recent
years setting forth in plain language these great
truths now due to be understood. Among these
books is one called Reconciliation. It sets out
the Bible texts proving the philosophy of the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ, the manner of select-
ing the church, the work to he performed by the
church now; the resurrection of the dead, and
the restoration of man, and the reconstruction
of the world. Men and women devoted to God
have been and are now diligent in putting these
books in the hands of the people in order that
the people may gain a knowledge of the truth.
It is to be expected that Satan the Devil will
use all possible means to prevent the people
from gaining this precious knowledge ; but since
God’s time has come for them to know, nothing
can prevent them from having an opportunity
to know the truth.

In Aects 17: 31 it is written that God has ap-
pointed a day or a period of time in which he
will judge the world in righteousness by Jesus
Christ. There could be no judgment without a
trial, and there could be no trial without knowl-
edge on the part of those tried. It follows, then,
that all who are dead will be brought out of the
grave and given a knowledge of the truth and
an opportunity to obey the truth and receive the

blessings of the Lord. For this reason Jesus

stated, in John 5: 28, 29, that all in their graves
shall come forth, including the evil, and even
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RECONSTRUCTION 9

these shall have a trial and judgment. The time
in which that trial and judgment will be held is
plainly stated, in 2 Timothy 4: 1, in these words:
“The Lord Jesus Christ . . . shall judge the
[living] and the dead at his appearing and his
kingdom.”

That means, then, that the setting up of the
kingdom of Christ marks the beginning of the
time of reconstruction or restitution. That will
be a happy time for the people. For many cen-
turies mankind has been blind to the truth, and
this blindness has been due to the influence of
the Devil exercised by and through hypoecritical
men called “clergymen”. In Isaiah 25:7 the
Lord states that in the kingdom the veil of igno-
rance that is spread over the people’s eyes shall
be taken away. God will give them the truth and
will wipe away all tears from off all faces.

The sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ pro-
vided salvation for all, many of whom are yet
on earth and many more of whom are dead. All
of these will have an opportunity to come unto
God’s organization (which is called “Zion”, and
of which Jesus Christ is the Head) and, obey-
ing, will receive the blessings of the Lord. Ac-
cordingly these words appear, in Isaiah 35:10:
“And the ransomed of the Lord shall return,
and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting
joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee
away.”

By his prophet Isaiah the Lord likens the way
of reconstruction to a great highway. The way
of returning to the Lord will be so plain that
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no one can be ignorant thereof. Nothing will be
permitted to hinder the people from knowing
the truth then, and all who diligently seek to do
right, regardless of how imperfect they are,
will then be cleaned up and fully restored. The
language of that prophet is (Isaiah 35:8):
“And an highway shall be there, and a way, and
it shall be called The way of holiness; the un-
clean shall not pass over it; but it shall be for
those: the wayfaring men, though fools, shall
not err therein.”

The Bible declares that the time of recon-
struction will cover a period of 1000 years, dur-
ing which time all shall have an opportunity to
know God and Christ, obey and live. Those who
willfully refuse to obey will not be tortured but
will mercifully be destroyed. All those who do
obey will be restored to perfection of manhood,
and at the end of that period of time the earth
will be inhabited by a perfect and joyful people.
All that glorious work God will do by and
through Christ Jesus; and concerning the work
and its results Revelation 21:4, 5 states: “And
God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sor-
row, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away.

And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, .

I make all things new. And he said unto me,
‘Write: for these words are true and faithful.”
The work of reconstruction will be in fulfilment
of God’s Word of promise and will bring forth
from all creation the everlasting praise to his
‘holy name.

Peace and Prosperity
for the People

EIOVAH, the Creator of heaven and earth,
j ig the God of peace. To his beloved Son he
gave the name Prince of Peace. The earth
is Jehovah’s, and the fullness thereof. God made
the earth for man and made man for the earth
and purposed that obedient man shall enjoy the
fruits of his work upon the earth. Peace and
prosperity are therefore the normal condition
of man. All persons of good will desire a gov-
ernment of peace and prosperity.

The people find themselves today in a very
bad condition. Prior to the World War condi-
tions were bad enough, but they have since
grown much worse. Crime and strife and pov-
erty are ever on the increase, and all nations
are preparing for war. A few extremely selfish
men traffic in the fruits of other men’s labors
and grow rich, while the masses slip deeper into
the slough of poverty. The hurdens of taxation,
interest on the mortgages, and the cost of exist-
ence ever increasing bear down upon the people.
Fear and perplexity have laid a strong hand on
the rulers, and their efforts toward war and
self preservation increase the burdens and dis-
tress of the people. Well do these conditions .
fit the words of Jesus in Luke, chapter twenty-
one, who said: ‘Upon earth distress of nations,
with perplexity, men’s hearts failing them for

fear as they look to those things which are com-
11




12 HOME AND HAPPINESS

ing upon the earth.’ Jesus declared that such
conditions would exist on earth at the end of
the world. The indisputable facts and Bible
testimony both show that we are now at that
time ; therefore the people should take heed to
the expressions given in the Bible as to the
meaning of these present-day conditions and
what the future holds for man.

There is a reason for this unhappy state of
the people, and there is a complete and lasting
remedy therefor. Man in his original state was
perfect, healthy and happy, and at peace with
all. Because of his willful violation of God’s
law man lost his right to life and all the bless-
ings that result to one with perfect life. The
rebellion of Satan the Devil, man’s overlord,
led the perfect man into sin, and suffering and
death resulted. Satan planted strife and mur-
der in the minds of men, and for many centuries
the earth has been drenched with the blood of
men unrighteously shed. Satan has used selfish
men to build a gigantic organization by which
the people have been woefully oppressed. Sa-
tan has fomented wars between the peoples and
has taken peace from the earth.

Jehovah set a time limit in which he would
not interfere with Satan’s rule or with man’s
pursuing a selfish and wicked course. That pe-
riod of noninterference God declared should
end with the coming of Christ and his kingdom.
That time has now come, and Christ has taken
his power and begun his kingly reign, and the
great climax in the affairs of the world is
reached. Satan is the invisible ruler or god of

M
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this world, and all nations of the earth are sub-
jected to him. Any attempt therefore on the
part of man or earthly organizations to estab-
lish a lasting peace must fail. The commercial
and political powers of the world are promising
lasting peace, and the clergy are loud in their
declarations that in these powers lie peace and
safety and that the League of Nations will give
full assurance thereof. God in his Word says,
in 1 Thessalonians 5:3: “For when they shall
say, Peace and safety; then sudden destruetion
cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape.” Let the
people determine whether they wish to hear
selfish men or to believe the words of the Lord.

Peace will come to the peoples of earth only
by and through the kingdom of God under
Christ. He will first destroy the wicked rule,
that peace may result. Therefore says God by
the psalmist, in Psalm two: ‘Christ shall break
the nations with a rod of iron and dash them to
pieces like a potter’s vessel.

With wickedness cleared out by the great
battle of Armageddon, lasting peace will then be
upon the people, because God ‘has given his Word
that Christ shall rule and that. his government
shall for ever give peace to man. By his prophet,

at Tsaiah, chapter nine, God says concerning

Christ and his kingdom : ‘The government shall
be upon his shoulder; he shall be a wonderful
counselor of the people, and shall be called The
Everlasting Father and Prince of Peace; and
of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end.

i
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Why should the people give further heed to
the maudlin speech of arrogant men drunken
with the power of this world and blinded by Sa-
tan, the common enemy, as to how peace shall
come to them? The time has come for the peo-
ple to know and to give heed to the word of the
eternal God. When Jesus the babe was in the
manger at Bethlehem God caused his angels to
deliver this prophetic promise to man, namely:
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.” That promise of
everlasting peace is certain to be fulfilled, and
it can be fulfilled only by and through Christ’s
kingdom.

By his prophet (Zechariah 9:10) Jehovah
says, concerning Christ Jesus the King, that he
shall destroy the equipment of war used by the
nations and then he shall speak peace to the
people, and his dominion shall be from sea to
sea, even to the ends of the earth. Then, and not
until then, will the people really realize that only
the kingdom of God can bring their heart’s
sincere desire. (God makes these promises to
the people through his prophet Micah (4:3,4)
concerning the end of strife and the reign of
peace and prosperity:

“And he shall judge among many people, and
rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall
beat their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift
up a sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war any more. But they shall sit every
man under his vine and under his fig tree; and
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none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of
the Lord of hosts hath spoken it.”

Lasting peace and prosperity of the people
are certain to go hand in hand and to be enjoyed
by the people, because God has promised it shall
be done. But the people must have some knowl-
edge of God’s purpose in this regard in order
to be in position to receive and enjoy the bless-
ings he holds in store for them. It is the will
of God, so expressed in the Bible, that there
shall at this very time be conducted amongst
the nations an active campaign of education,
that the people may have an opportunity to
learn the truth. Therefore, in obedience to
God’s will men and women come to your doors -
with the message of truth in book form which
enables you to learn with the least possible ef-
fort what is about to come to pass. They are
agents of no organization. They are the humble
witnesses of Jehovah. By gaining a knowledge
as contained in this message brought to you,
great burdens of fear and distress shall be lifted
from those who hear, and they will be duly
equipped to meet the trying conditions of the
day. The message brought to you by the men
and women who call at your doors is not propa-
ganda, as the enemy would have you believe.
Such is nierely an effort to aid you to obtain the
information that you so much need in this time
of stress. For your good, therefore, I bid you
to open your ears to these witnesses and hear
a brief statement of God’s purposes concerning
the peoples of the earth,
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Christ will rule with unlimited power, and all
the power used will be for the general welfare
of the people. His government will carry on a
great reconstruction work which will restore
the waste lands and make the desert blossom as
the rose. The people will be secure in their
liberty and in their property and will receive
encouragement to do that which is right. The
ruler of the people brings honor to himself when
his efforts are all directed to the general wel-
fare. God states this rule, in Proverbs, chapter
fourteen, in these words: In the prosperity of
the people is the king’s honor, but in the want
of the people is the destruction of the ruler.
lAnd again, in Proverbs, chapter twenty-nine:
“When the righteous are in authority, the peo-
ple rejoice; but when the wicked beareth rule,
the people mourn.”

Concerning God’s government under Christ
it is written in Isaiah’s prophecy: ‘The King
shall rule in righteousness, and with righteous-
ness shall he judge the poor.” This is a guaran-
tee that even the poorest shall have a fair op-
portunity. Under the unrighteous governments
of today a poor man has a small chance. He
uses all his savings to make the first payment
on the building of a home where he hopes to
dwell with his family in peace and contentment.
He is compelled to give a mortgage on his home
and to pay a high rate of interest as well as ex-
orbitant taxes. In distressing times that follow
the mortgage holder takes the man’s modest
home away from him, and he and his family are
left out in the cold and suffer for want of food
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and shelter. Such will not be possible under the
righteous reign of Christ, because God has
promised, as stated in Isaiah 65:22, 23: “They
shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall
not plant and another eat; . . . they shall not
labour in vain, nor bring forth for trouble.”
The United States possesses the greatest ma-
terial wealth of any country on earth; and yet
there are millions without employment and
children are hungry, and there is much suffer-
ing. It must be apparent, then, that there is
something radically wrong. The entire method
of government is wrong, because men are im-
perfect and Satan has misled and caused the
people to suffer oppression. Under the right-
eous reign of Christ the visible representatives
of his government on earth will direct the peo-
ple in the way of prosperity and plenty, and no
one shall go hungry for food. Jehovah made
promise, in Isaiah 25: 6, that in that government
the Lord will make unto all the people a feast.
Then the people will put away selfishness and
learn to honor God ; and what will be the result?
In Proverbs, chapter three, the answer is given
In these words: “Honour the Liord with thy sub-
stance, and with the firstfruits of all thine in-
crease: so shall thy barns be filled with plenty,
and thy presses shall burst out with new wine.”
It must now be apparent to all who think
soberly and honestly, that the present unhappy
conditions can never be remedied by man. Cen-
turies of experience prove that with man such is
impossible. When we gain a knowledge of the
reason for these distressing conditions and what

. ——
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is God’s remedy, then it is easy to be seen that
the only way to have lasting peace and contin-
uous prosperity is by and through the kingdom
of God under Christ. Never in the history of
man was it so important that the people learn
the truth as now, and for that reason God has
graciously arranged for a campaign of educa-
tion to be carried on amongst the people. Let
the people now learn the truth as set forth in
God’s Word and they will be immediately re-
lieved of great mental burdens. God’s merecy
and loving-kindness will be fully bestowed upon
the people under the reign of Christ, and they
will be blessed with everlasting peace and an
abundance of prosperity. Concerning that king-
dom, as it is written in the eighty-fifth Psalm,’
the people are represented as then saying:
“Mercy and truth are met together; righteous-
ness and peace have kissed each other. Truth
shall spring out of the earth; and righteousness
shall look down from heaven., Yea, the Lord
shall give that which is good; and our land shall
yield her increase. Righteousness shall go be-
fore him, and shall set us in the way of his
steps.” Knowing these good things are certain
to come from Jehovah’s kingdom, his avitnesses
are heard to say in the language of Psalm
ninety-six: “O worship the Lord in the beauty
of holiness ; fear before him, all the earth. Say
among the [nations], that the Lord reigneth;
the world also shall be established that it shall
not be moved; he shall judge the people right-
eously.”




The Earth Made Glorious

ANY centuries before God made man he
-created the earth. In proof that God
would some day have the entire earth
used to his glory, at the time of the laying of
the foundation thereof he assembled his heaven-
ly creation and informed them of his purpose.
Moved by the glorious prospect the two “morn-
ing stars”, the Logos and Lucifer, sang a duet
to the glory of God, and all the angelic host
shouted for joy. Centuries thereafter Jehovah
caused Job to make a record of these facts for
the benefit of man. In the course of time God
created man upon the earth and then caused
his prophet Isaiah to write: ‘I have made the
earth and created man upon it; I bave formed
it to be inhabited.’ :

God made only Eden perfect and placed per-
fect man therein. In proof that no other part
of the earth was finished then, God said to Adam
when he expelled him from Eden: “The earth is
unfinished for your sake.’ Imperfect man has
found employment and work for his own good
in his attempt to cultivate and beautify the earth.
Some parts of the earth, by the grace of God,
have been beautified, but most of it is yet barren
and unfruitful. It has pleased God to develop
the earth by a gradual process. :

Since Jesus was resurrected and ascended in-
to heaven, the great event to which Chris-
tians have looked forward has been his second

coming and his kingdom. In recent years, in
20
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fulfilment of God’s prophecy, men who are
boastful, loving themselves, and who are blas-
phemers of God’s name, have appeared promi-
nently as teachers of the Bible. Some of these,
claiming to represent God and Christ on the
earth, now boastfully state that man will do
what God alone has promised to do and can do.
One of these boastful men, whose voice is her-
alded throughout the land, in a recent speech
said: “‘We are not yet ready for the second com-
ing of Christ. This earth is quite a juvenile
planet and must be prepared for his second com-
ing. Let us robe the earth with God’s glory in
the moral achievements of men, then Christ can
come.” To the Lord such boastful words must
sound like the empty noise of a broken eymbal.
HFven to an ordinary man who thinks soberly
those boastful words are without rhyme or rea-
son. The moral achievements of man during the
past 6000 years amount to little or nothing. It
is doubtful if the moral condition of the world
was ever at a lower ebb than it is just now. In
many respects there has been a retrograde rath-
er than a forward movement in the past few
years. Brave men with honest hearts have tried
to build good governments, and today only the
ruins thereof bear testimony to their feeble ef-
forts and their faded glory. Many religious
organizations have come to the fore claiming
that they would reform and make moral the na-
tions of the earth. They have completely failed. .

Today America stands at the head of the na-
tions of earth in many material achievements,
and yet her latest president truthfully said:
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“Life and property are relatively more unsafe
in the United States than in any other civilized
country of the world.” During the past twenty
years the official records show that erime has
increased in the United States fully three hun-
dred and fifty percent. The inability to legislate
morals into the people has been fully demon-
strated by the abortive attempt made to en-
force prohibition. Gangsters, racketeers, rob-
bers and murderers overrun the land, and the
moral degeneracy of the youth probably was
never so low as it is just now. These things are
potent witnesses to the fact that man’s claim to
robe the earth in the moral achievements of men
is not only boastful, but worse than useless. He
who honestly and sincerely desires to see the
earth a place of glory and beauty, where moral-
ity and righteousness will reign, must now cease
to give heed to the boastful words of men and
turn his attention to the infallible Word of God.
The power of Jehovah God is not limited, and
his purpose he will accomplish to his own honor
and glory. :

By the mouth of his prophet Isaiah (chapter
sixty-six) Jehovah says: “The heaven is my
throne, and the earth is my footstool.” (Chap-
ter 60:13) “And I will make the place of my
feet glorious.” The garden of Iden was per-
fect and glorious, because, the divine record is,
‘in that garden grew everything that was pleas-
ant to the sight and good for food’ Had the
first man proven his complete loyalty and obe-
dience to God, without a doubt God would have
shown him how to make the earth beautiful and
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glorious, because it is written, in Genesis, that
God said to man: “Be fruitful, and multiply, and
[fill] the earth, and subdue it.” This authority
implies that God would have supplied man with
a proper knowledge and means to accomplish
that very thing. Had man followed that course
and his offspring remained in harmony with
God, in the course of time the earth would have
been finished and robed in the glory and beauty
of God, and perfect man would have had some-
thing to do therewith.

Man lost all these privileges and blessings
by reason of his own wrongdoing. All of his
children have by inheritance been born in sin
and shapen in iniquity, and all are therefore
imperfect. God has never commissioned man to
make the earth a glorious place, and will not do
so. Having expressed his purpose to make the
earth a place of glory, God will do it, and this
he will accomplish by his chosen instrument
Christ Jesus. In 1 Corinthians, chapter fifteen,
with clearness the statement is made that the
second Adam, Christ Jesus, is the one that Je-

‘hovah has clothed with all power and authority,

both in heaven and earth, to carry out his pur-
poses. Jehovah God has made his beloved Son
“heir of all things”, which includes the earth.
He has made him the Executive Officer to carry
into operation his will, and that includes making
the earth a glorious place.

Approximately 1900 years ago Christ Jesus
by his own shed blood provided redemption for
man. Now he comes the second time in his glory
and power, to deliver and restore man and to
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make man a glorious home on earth. It is a rule
without exception that, when it is desired to
erect a new and beautiful structure, the lot of
ground is first cleared of the old and decayed
buildings. Before the Lord will robe the earth
in beauty and the glory of God, he will first de-
stroy and completely remove the structure
which Satan and his agents have erected and
which now is unsightly and hideous to all who
love righteousness. The great battle of Arma-
geddon which is just ahead will clear the ground
to make way for the erection of the beautiful
and glorious structure to the good of man and
to the honor of God.

Throughout all the earth there appear the
unsightly tombs of the billions of dead. Man
has done his best to make these places look
pleasant; but the memories of death which these
monuments arouse make the cemetery a place
of sadness. For the comfort of man the sweet
words of Jesus now ring out: ‘Marvel not: the
hour is coming in which all in their graves shall
be awakened and come forth.” These words of

promise are certain to be fulfilled. This is the.

work that Jehovah will do by the hand of Christ
Jesus, who said (Revelation 1:18): “I am he
that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am
alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys
of hell and of death.”

Clothed with power and authority to open
the graves and lift the people out of death, Je-
sus now comes to resurrect and to restore the
obedient ones and make them joyful of heart.
Again, he says in Revelation, chapter twenty-
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one: ‘God shall wipe away all tears from their
eyes; and there shall be no more death, nor sor-
Tow, nor crying, nor any more pain; for the
Lord makes all things new.” The wild beasts of
the fields have long been man’s deadly enemies
and have preyed upon man because Satan the
Devil made them thus to do. All the beasts of
the field and the fowls of the air were originally
under the supervision of Lucifer; and when he
rebelled and became Satan, he turned them
against man in order to reproach God. Under
the reign of Christ, when reconstruction pro-
gresses, the promise of God is, he will make
a covenant with the beasts of the field and the
fowls of the air and will establish peace between
them and man. Concerning this it is written,
in Hosea 2:18: “In that day will I make a cove-
nant for them with the beasts of the field, and
with the fowls of heaven, and with the creeping
things of the ground; and I will break the bow,
and the sword, and the battle out of the earth,
and will make them to lie down safely.” Then
will exist the condition deseribed by the prophet
Tsaiah (11:6-9), wherein, it is stated, “the wolf
also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard
shall lie down with the kid; and the calf, and the
young lion, and the fatling together; and a little
child shall lead them. ... And the sucking
child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the
weaned child shall put his hand on the cocka-
trice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in
all my holy [kingdom]; for the earth shall be
fall of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea.”
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Now thorns and thistles encumber the earth,
and the Devil sends an army of bugs and other
pests to destroy men’s crops; but such condi-
tions will not exist during the reign of Christ,
because, it is written, in Tsaiah 55: 13, “Instead
of the thorn shall come up the fir tree, and in-
stead of the brier shall come up the myrtle tree;
and it shall be to the Lord for a name, for an
everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” Then
the earth shall be free from the pests and will
vield her increase, and the people will be glad.

Today there are millions of square miles cov-
ered with burning sands where no living thing
exists. If these desert lands were watered they
would produce. God will see to it that they will
be watered, because his promise, recorded in
Isaiah, chapter thirty-five, is: “In the wilder-
ness shall waters break out, and streams [of
water] in the desert. The wilderness, and the
solitary place, shall be glad for them; and the
desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose.
It shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even
with joy and singing; the glory of Lebanon
shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel
and Sharon; they shall see the glory of the
Lord, and the excellency of our God.”

Today the people travel over the desert lands
and remark: “How barren! and what a waste
of land!” They will not always say that, because
God through his prophet, in Kzekiel, chapter
thirty-six, says: “And the desolate land shall
be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in the sight of
all that passed by. And they shall say, This
land that was desolate is become like the garden
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of Kden; and the waste, and desolate, and
ruined cities, are become fenced, and are inhab-
ited.” The peoples of earth will then see God’s
great handiwork and will rejoice. Appreciating
the fact that they have been redeemed by the
Lord and are being made well and given the
blessings of life, it is written concerning them
(Isaiah 35:10) : “And the ransomed of the Lord
shall return, and come to Zion with songs, and
everlasting joy upon their heads; they shall ob-
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away.”

Tt is far better now that the people refuse to
give further heed to the senseless and brass-
sounding words of boastful and egotistical men,
and turn their minds and hearts to the Lord and
his Word. To aid you in gaining just that knowl-
edge, men and women devoted to God and to
Christ are now coming to you with books con-
cerning “Creation”, “Prophecy” and “Life” that
fully explain all these points and show you
where to find the truth in the Bible. Open your
minds unto the Word of God and learn of him.
God having promised that he will make the
earth a place of glory and beauty, wherein re-
stored man can live forever, he is sure to make
good that promise. Jehovah by his beloved Son
will cleanse the earth of all unrighteousness and
make it a place of perfection and beauty for the
o00d of man. Let the people learn these truths
now and begin to take heed and to give honor
and glory to the Almighty God.




Jehovah’s Glory

1K RIGHT to all life proceeds from the

Almighty God. It is emphatically stated

in the Scriptures that to receive life ever-
lasting man must know God and Jesus Christ,
whom he has sent. That all men may know these
facts and profit thereby, it is written, in Habak-
kuk 2:14: “For the earth shall be filled with
the knowledge of the glory of [Jehovah], as the
waters cover the sea.” That means that some
day the knowledge of the peoples of earth con-
cerning God and his glory shall be so full and
complete in the earth that it is compared with
the depths of the mighty ocean. Then every one
will have an opportunity to accept life on the
terms offered. For more than sixty centuries
the people have been kept in ignorance of God’s
goodness and his glory, and Satan has been the
chief one who has hindered them from gaining
such knowledge. Today when God begins to
raise the tide of truth in the earth for the bene-
fit of man, those who most bitterly oppose and
seek to keep the people in ignorance thereof
are the religious leadgrs in so-called “organized
Christianity”. These fraudulently claim to rep-
resent God and preach his Word but, in fact,
are the agents of God’s archenemy. But the day
of hypocrisy must now end, because Jehovah
has declared that his truth shall sweep away
the refuge of lies, that the truth may be freely
known. Those who today honestly and earnest-

ly seek the truth and devote themselves to the
28
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study of God’s Word are blessed with an ad-
vance vision of the glory of God and the bless-
ings that shall soon come to the peoples of earth
through the ministration of his loving-kindness.

Never before in the history of man have con-
ditions been so favorable as now to study the
Bible. By the words of his prophet and by bring-
ing to pass in these days the events in fulfilment
of prophecy Jehovah is making known his pur-
poses concerning man. Therefore it is written:
‘Blessed is the man who reads and understands
these things.” Jehovah is the unselfish one;
hence concerning him it is written that God is
love. As a man comes to a knowledge of the un-
selfishness of the Almighty God he begins to
discern something of his glory. His exact jus-
tice, his complete wisdom, his unlimited power,
and his boundless love bespeak his majesty and
his glory. All these attributes he causes to work
together for the good of his creatures who love
and obey him. _

When God brought forth his beloved Son out
of death, he exalted him to the highest position
in the universe, gave him a name above every
name, and commanded that all the hosts of heav-
en should worship and honor his beloved Son.
Thus he exemplified his own unselfishness. The
commandment extends to every creature on
earth, and the day must come when every crea-
ture that shall be given life will bow the knee
and worship Christ to the glory of the Almighty
God. 2

Another title conferred upon Christ by the
Most High is ‘My elect servant, in whom my
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soul delighteth’. The beloved Son 1s at all times
faithful and true to the Almighty and energetic
in carrying out the will of his Father. He is
therefore truly the ‘elect servant of God’ who
brings delight to his Father’s heart at all times.
Associated with Christ Jesus and as members
of the “servant” class will be those who have
faithfully followed in the footsteps of Christ
Jesus, and these include the apostles and some
others since their day. “The servant” will
always be doing Jehovah’s will.

Because of his devotion to God and Christ,
the faithful John was banished by Satan’s or-
ganization to the Isle of Patmos. While there
God gave the revelation of his purposes to Je-
sus Christ, who in turn caused John to write
down that vision, It is certain that God’s pur-
pose is that man shall some day have an un-
derstanding of the book of Revelation. That
time has now come, and the meaning of Revela-
tion is opened by the Lord to those who love
him. This is another strong proof that we are
now in the great change from the wicked rule
of Satan and his agents to the righteous rule
of Christ over the affairs of earth. God’s king-
dom under Christ and the day of deliverance
are at hand, all of which bespeak the glory of
Jehovah.

It now clearly appears that John, who wrote
down The Revelation, stood for and represented
all the faithful followers of Christ at the end
of the world, where we now are. The promise
of God is that those who love him shall now have
an understanding of that Revelation ; and when
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they understand it they must make it known to
others, that they in turn might see and take
their stand on the side of the Lord and to his
glory. Those devoted to Jehovah now see that
the greatest question at issue before creation is
the vindication of God’s word and name. They
appreciate the fact that the time is just at hand
when God’s word and name shall be vindicated.
Therefore the prophet represents them saying
(Psalm 8:1,2): “O Lord, our Lord, how excel-
lent is thy name in all the earth! who hast set
thy glory above the heavens. Out of the mouth
of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained
strength, because of thine enemies; that thou
mightest still the enemy and the avenger.”
These words compare God’s faithful witnesses
to babes, because all that they have the Lord
committed unto their hands, and they must tell
only what God commands them to tell, and all
this is the truth, and the truth always bespeaks
the glory of the Most High. The Revelation
which God gave to Jesus Christ is explained in
two books entitled Light, which are brought to
you for your inspection and information. Briefly,
now, consideration is given to some of the things
therein contained and which reflect the glory of
the Most High.

In chapter twenty-one of Revelation, concern-
ing the incoming kingdom, John wrote: “And I
saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first
heaven and the first earth were passed away,
and there was no more sea.” The fulfilment of
that prophetic vision follows the battle of Ar-
mageddon soon to be fought. With the fire of




32 HOME AND HAPPINESS

that terrible trouble burned out and the wicked
rule destroyed from the earth, then the glory
of God’s kingdom under Christ begins to appear
and in due time fully appears to all the earth,
and then the earth shall be filled with the knowl-
edge of the glory of the Almighty. The people
then will give their unstinted praise to the name
of Jehovah and his beloved Son,

Centuries ago God caused Isaiah his prophet
to write: “Behold, I create new heavens, and a
new earth; and the former shall not be remem-
bered, nor come into mind.” This i1s the same
heaven and earth mentioned by John, the writer
of Revelation. The old “heaven” means the in-
visible wicked reign of Satan, and the old

“earth” means the visible part of Satan’s organ-
ization. The “new heaven” means the r]n'lneous
kingdom of God under the rule of Christ, and
the “new earth” means the peoples of earth, or-
ganized into a righteous government, under the
control of Christ, earth’s rightful King. This
new heaven and new earth bespeak the majesty
and glory of Jehovah, because they are his crea-
tion.

Then the text says: ‘And there shall be no
more sea.” That does not mean that the oceans
will be dried up. Revelation is written in sym-
bolic language, and the “sea” represents the peo-
ples of earth that are alienated from God and
who are used by Satan for his wicked purposes.
Out of that sea of Satan has come the beastly
earthly rule that has oppressed the peoples of
earth. The Lord has promised that these wild
“beasts” shall be destroyed at Armageddon,

—r
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meaning that all wicked and oppressive rule
shall go ‘down. Under the reign of Christ all
the obedient ones will be restored, while all
those who persist in wickedness will be de-
stroyed. The net result will be the earth filled
with a happy and obedient race of people, and
then there will be no more people {}11"1;3130(1 from
God, represented .ﬁmhohcmly by the “sea”

That restored and happy people will reflect the

~glory of the eternal Creator, and the people will

have knowledge thereof.
Continuing his deseription of that glorious

thing from God, the inspired writer of Revela-

tion recorded these words: “And I John saw the
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from
God out of heaven, pr ep'ued as a bride adorned
for her husband” A “city” is a symbol of an
organization. “The holy city” here is the heav-
enly organization which is wholly devoted to
God and righteousness and is made up of Christ
and his associates. Jerusalem is the only city
on earth ever designated as a holy city, and that
because God put his name there. That city of
Jerusalem in Palestine was a type of the new
Jerusalem, which means ‘the foundation of
peace and secure habitation for men’. It is de-
scribed as having twelve foundations, and hence
1t includes all who are wholly devoted to God
and his kingdom. It is an organization from
heaven, and therefore its founder and builder
is God, as the Seriptures declare. In the lan-
guage of the Prophet Daniel, it is “cut out” of
the universal organization of Jehovah and
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comes down from heaven to rule the earth in
righteousness. 3

There are millions of persons on earth who
are of good will and bear the name Christian
but who have no knowledge of the goodness and
glory of Jehovah God. There is a small num-
ber of people wholly devoted to God and who
are designated in the Bible as his “remnant?,
and to these is committed the duty and obliga-
tion of delivering to the people the testimony
- of Jesus Christ concerning his kingdom. This
little company, called “the remnant”, see in
God’s Word his expressed purposes, and the
company is represented as hearing the voice Or
commandment out of heaven, concerning which
it is written: “I heard a great voice out of heav-
en, saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, . . . and be
their God.” The “tabernacle” denotes the pres-
ence of God with those who are devoted to him
and who are commanded to be his witnesses,
and these must and will serve Jehovah to his
glory and honor by being his faithful and true
witnesses. Jehovah now shows to these the
meaning of prophecies that are now in course
of fulfilment, and says to them furthermore:
“New things do I declare; before they spring
forth I tell you of them.” This faithful little
company is therefore commanded to tell these
good things to the peoples of earth who will
now hear; and this message is to the glory of
Jehovah.

The Revelation describes the wonderful or-
ganization, which is the kingdom under Christ
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and which tells of the glory of God, and then
explaing that in this kingdom God will take
away all sickness, suffering, sorrow and death
and will wipe away all tears and will make all
things new, beautiful and glorious for the good
of man. The knowledge concerning God will
continue to increase, and thus will his glory in-
crease in the earth.

Then the Revelator, at the direction of the
Lord, delivers a message to his faithful remnant
class and directs them to carry this message to
the people at the present time, in order that
their burdens may be lifted and that the people
might see now some of the glory of God and the
blessings he will bestow upon humankind. Je-
hovah is the great Spirit, and Christ Jesus is
his “express image”; therefore both are desig-
nated under the title “The Spirit”. The faithful
members of Christ’s body are designated as
“the bride”. The message God sent and caused
John to write down in Revelation 22:17 is this:
“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And

- let him that heareth say, Come. And let him

that is athirst come; and whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.” This is a
gracious invitation to all who desire to learn
the truth. Addressing those who are of his
remnant, Jehovah says: ‘Ye are my witnesses
that T am God; go and deliver this message con-
cerning my purposes to the people.” In obe-
dience to his commandment that faithful little
company of men and women walk to your homes
to make known to you the good news that the
kingdom of God will bring to you. To be sure,
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Satan has his clergymen oppose this work; and
they do oppose it. That is to be expected; but
let no one who loves righteousness be at all dis-
couraged thereby. The truth must be told, be-
cause God has commanded it to be told; and
therefore there is no power in opposition that
can stop it. When the work is done, God will
stop it; and it will not be stopped before. That
work will reflect the glory of Jehovah God.

i
——

Marriage

EHOVAH GOD made provision for the mar-
] riage of man and woman. It is therefore a
divine institution, and questions relating to
marriage should be settled according to the rule
of the Bible. Jehovah first made man and then
declared: It is not good for man to be alone.
T will make him a help-meet for him.’ Ie made
a woman and brought her unto the man. In
other words, God made the man and woman and
brought them together that they might enter
into the marital relationship.

The question is often asked, Who has author-
ity to perform marriage ceremonies in order
that marriage between man and woman may be
right and proper? Many answer that a man
and woman are not married unless a marriage
ceremony is performed by a duly ordained
priest or clergyman. Since the marital relation-
ship is of divine institution, the question can be

—_—
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properly answered only as the Scriptures state.
No organization would have the authority to
make a rule contrary to that which is stated in
the Bible, or even a rule that is not approved
by the Word of God. The Bible containsg not one
word giving authority to a priest, clergyman or
minister of religion to perform a marriage cere-
mony. The law of the land made by men does
bestow authority upon a priest, clergyman or
minister of religion to perform marriage cere-
monies. The question here is being considered
purely from the Bible authority.

‘When God made man and woman and brought
her to the man, there is nothing in the record
indicating that a ceremony was performed.
Manifestly it was impossible for any man to
have performed such a ceremony at that time,
for the reason that Adam was the only man on
earth and Ifve was the only woman. In the
second chapter of John the record discloses that
there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee and
that Jesus and his disciples were invited and
were present on that occasion. There is not one
word in the rccord, however, that either Jesus
or his disciples performed any marriage cere-
mony at that or at any other time. The only
act of Jesus performed in connection with that
wedding in Cana was that of making wine when
it was needed, and which constitutes the begin-
ning of his miracles. Manifestly Jesus was
there performing that miracle to begin the work
of establishing faith of the people in him as the
Megsiah. It had nothing to do with the contract-
ing parties.
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When Jehovah organized the Jews as a na-
tion he made provision for the office of priest,
and he appointed men to the priesthood to per-
form the duties of the priest office. The office
and service of these priests or ministers was in
connection with the sacrifices ; but the Bible con-
tains not one word showing that they had any
authority or duty in the performance of mar-
riage ceremonies. The practice amongst the
Jews was that when a man sought a wile he
had some friend to act for him, and the father
or brother or other near relative acted for and
in behalf of the woman. The “friend of the
bridegroom” and the near relative of the woman
arranged the terms of the contract. Sometimes
the consent of {he young woman was asked ; but
often she was selected and arrangements were
made without first obtaining her consent, but
her consent was afterwards obtained when she
entered into the marital relationship.

Both the Bible and the law made by the va-
rious nations recognize marriage as a contract
entered into and performed by the man and the
woman. John, who announced the appearing of
Jesus, said (John 3: 29) : “He that hath the bride
is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bride-
oroom, which standeth and heareth him, re-
joiceth greatly because of the bridegroom’s
Voice; this my joy therefore is fulfilled.” The
consummation of the marriage contract is there-
fore shown to be a time of rejoicing.

The marriage of Isaac and Rebecca, as Te-
corded in the twenty-fourth chapter of Genesis,
is a plain and clear statement of what consti-
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tutes marriage in the sight of God. Abraham
was growing old and he desired that his son
Isaac should take a wife. The native land of
Abraham was Mesopotamia. Abraham com-
missioned his servant to go to his native land
and there seek out and take a wife for Isaac.
In proof that it was to be a contraet bhetween
the woman selected and Isaae, the servant of
Abraham inquired what he should do in the
event that the woman was not willing, and to
that question Abraham replied: ‘If the woman
will not be willing, thou shalt be cleared of thy
oath or obligation.” The meeting of the minds,
or willingness on the part of both the contract-
ing parties, is necessary to the contract.
Arriving in Mesopotamia, Abraham’s servant
came in contact with the young woman Rebececa,
the daughter of Abraham’s nephew ; and she was
therefore a kinswoman of Isaac. Without a
doubt the Liord had directed Abraham’s servant
to that house, because it is written, in Genesis
24.:7:“The Lord God of heaven . . . shall send
his angel before thee ; and thou shalt take a wife
unto my son from thence.” Abraham’s servant
presented himself to the father and brother of
Rebecea, and they discussed together the ques-
tion of her becoming the wife of Isaac. I'rom
the record I quote these words which show that
the consent of Rebecca was obtained belore the
marriage was made (Gen. 24: 58, 61-67): “And
they called Rebekah, and said unto her, Wilt
thou go with this man? And she said, I will go.
And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they
rode upon the camels, and followed the man;
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and the servant took Rebekah, and went his way.
And Isaac came from the way of the well Lahai-
roi; for he dwelt in the south country. And
Isaac went out to meditate in the field at the
eventide; and he lifted up his eyes, and saw,
and behold, the camels were coming. And Re-
bekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw
Isaac, she lighted off the camel. For she had
said unto the servant, What man is this that
walketh in the field to meet us? And the servant
had said, It is my master; therefore she took a
vail, and covered herself. And the servant told
Tsaac all things that he had done. And Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah’s tent, and
took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he
loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his
mother’s death.” No clergyman was present at
that marriage: only the two contracting par-
ties; and possibly the servant of Abraham was
present as a witness.

In due time God inspired Paul to write that
marriage is a beautiful picture of the selection
of the bride of Christ. In that picture Abraham
represented Jehovah God, while Isaae pictured
TJesus the beloved Son of God, and Rebecca, who
became the wife of Isaac, pictured the church,
the bride of Christ. In 2 Corinthians 11:2 Paul
wrote to the church: “For I am jealous over you
with godly jealousy; for I have espoused you
to one husband, that T may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ.” :

Abraham’s sending his servant to select the
wife for his beloved son Isaac pictured God’s
sending his holy spirit to earth to seek out and
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choose from amongst men those who are willing
to become the bride of his beloved Son Christ
Jesus, whom Isaac foreshadowed. Abraham
would not permit anyone to become the bride
of his beloved son except one selected from his
own linsmen. This pictures that God selects no
one to become members of the bride of Christ
antil such have first become his sons in Christ
and therefore the kinsmen of Christ by reason
of consecration, justification and spirit-beget-
ting. Then such are called to the high calling
or membership in the bride of Christ. These
are pictured by the prophet of God as young
yvirgins. In Psalm forty-five it is written eon-
cerning such: “Hearken, O daughter, and con-
sider, and incline thine ear; forget also thine
own people, and thy father’s house; so shall the
King greatly desire thy beauty; for he is thy
Lord; and worship thou him.”

Tn the twenty-fifth chapter of Matthew ap-
pears a parable spoken by Jesus, showing that
the bride joins herself to the Bridegroom and is
pictured by wise virgins who are waiting for
the bridegroom Christ to appear. (Matthew
95:6,7,10) “And at midnight there was a cry
made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye
out to meet him. Then all those virgins arose,
and trimmed their lamps. . . . And they that
were ready went in with him to the marriage.”
MThe marriage of Christ to the church is there-

fore the result of a covenant or contract fully .

and completely entered into and faithfully per-
formed. There is no intervention of a third
party, such as a priest or clergyman. There
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is even no third party to the contract of the
_covenant between a man and woman before mar-
riage. Bach undertakes the solemn obligation,
and each one should faithfully carry out the
contract. As the marriage feast followed im-
mediately after the consummation of the con-
tract, even so immediately following the mar-
riage of Christ and the church is a time of feast-
ing and rejoicing.

A marriage ceremony at which a priest or a
clergyman officiates is entirely a human ingtitu-
tion. It is a religious rule, but not a rule of the
Bible. The Jews practice one kind of cere-
mony, the Catholic another, and the Protestants
still another. They could not all be of God, and,
in fact, none of them are of God.

Why then have the people followed the rule
of having a marriage ceremony performed by
a clergyman? Such is a rule of the church and
is customary amongst men. Furthermore, the
law of the various nations provides that a mar-

riage ceremony shall be lawfully performed by

a minister of religion. Also, the law provides
that such marriage ceremony may be lawlully

- performed by certain judicial officers, such as

a magistrate, or a judge of a court of record,
MThen is it not right for a Catholic priest or a
Protestant minister of a church to perform a
marriage ceremony? Certainly it is proper un-
der the law, because the law so provides; buf
it is not a Seriptural requirement. The real
marriage is performed when the man and won-
an enter into the agreement and then faithfully
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proceed to carry out that contract. The mar-
riage ceremony performed by a clergyman or
by some judicial officer does not add any virtue
+5 nor take away anything from the marriage
contract. God himself provides for the relation-
ship and endows man and woman with author-
ity to enter into the marriage contract and to
perform it.

A marriage in the sight of God, therefore,
may be properly defined as a contract or agree-
ment entered into between man and woman to
become hushand and wife and by the full per-
formance by both parties of the terms of that
contract. A legal marriage is properly defined
as a contract entered into between man and
woman to become husband and wife and then

to have a ceremony performed in the presence

of witnesses by one legally authorized to solem-
nize marriages. Such ceremonies comply with
the law of the land, and it is proper to observe
and obey the law where the law of the land does
not directly conflict with God’s law. Since the
law of God does not prohibit the performance
of coremonies, and the law of the land provides
that they shall be performed by a third person,
the ceremony. by some such officiating person is
lawful and proper. It is therefore seen that a
ceremony performed by a justice of the peace, a
magistrate, a judge of a court of record, or
other judicial officer authorized so to do, is just
as effective and binding as that performed by
any priest or clergyman. The fee charged by
the latter is often exorbitant and works a hard-
ship on the poor.
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The marriage relationship is too sacred a thing
to depend upon a few words spoken by an im-
perfect man, whether he be a priest or a judicial
officer. It is also too sacred to be annulled by
the whim, decree or opinion of some officer of
the law. It was Jesus who said that marringe
is a divine institution (Matthew 19): “What
therefore God hath joined together, let not man
put asunder,” God’s Word is conclusive on the
matter.

il
-

The Feast

ANY are the hungry mouths in the land
today. If one cannot eat, he cannot live.

Multitudes cannot find work and are
forced to beg. Along the highways there 18 &
constant stream of young men and old men
tramping in search of work and food. It 1§ the
usual thing now to hear some mother of children
say: “We have no money for food, and my hus-
band cannot find work.” These conditions now
exist throughout America. In Iurope conditions
are much worse. At the same time there is an
abundance of food in the land, but it is not
equally distributed, and cannot be equally dis-
tributed under the present selfish form of gov-
ernment. There is not a famine in the land for
want of production, hut there is a famine
amongst the people because of unequal distri-
bution. :

—
——
D
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As food for the body is a necessity, even £o
£00d for the mind is necessary for mental health.
The great masses of the people are not feeding
their minds upon food that is convenient or
heneficial. The moving-picture shows that ex-
hibit racketeer stories or like plays of sensa-
tional nature are well attended. But this does
not improve the mind. A very small proportion
of the people give heed to the weightier matters
that feed and upbuild the mind. In the churches
the Bible is ignored or deliberately repudiated
and the people are kept in 1gnorance of this
oreat truth. We are now in that time foretold
by Jehoval’s prophet Amos (chapter eight)
wherein it is written: “There is a famine in the
land; not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for
water, but a famine of the hearing of the Word
of the Lord’ There is ample food supply in the
land, but the poor cannot eat, because of the
selfish and oppressive powers exercised over
the peoples of the world. There is an abundance
of truth in the Word of God, but few are the
people who feed thereupon, because they are
hindered in so doing by men who fraudulently
claim to be teachers of the Bible to the people.
These things are further proof that we are now
in that great period of transition from Satan’s
kingdom of darkness into God’s kingdom of
light and truth. These very days God foretold
long centuries ago and caused the same to be
written in the Bible. His prophet Isaiah wrote
concerning this very day and said: ‘Darkness
covers the world, and gross darkness the peo-
ple’ Truly that statement applics to this hour.
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At the same time God sends forth his wit-
nesses to tell the people why these disgfressing
and perilous times have come and to point them
to his truth which proves that within a short
time distress will end and peace, plenty and
contentment will come to stay. Such is good
news or gospel, and the Lord commands his
witnesses to go and tell this gospel to the people
as a witness before he destroys Satan’s organi-
zation at Armageddon. What good can resull
from telling the people these things now? In
order that the people may know that their dis-
tress and woe is because Satan their enemy is
and long has been the invisible ruler of this
world and that when his power is taken away
and God’s government of righteousness is in
full sway then these blessings will come to them
from Jehovah God. These truths must be told
to the people who want to get on the Lord’s side,

Now permit me to tell you of a great feast
that Jehovah God has promised to spread [or
the human race. The fact that he has promised
a feast is a guarantee that he will spread it.
He says: ‘T have purposed it, I will also do it
My word shall accomplish what I haye Hnicl.;
Such will be a feast of material food lor the
body and it will be even a greater feast lor the
minds of the people. Jehovah makes it clearly
to appear when this great feast will ho sproead
It will be just as soon as his kingdom of 't'i;.:hl.-.
eousness is in full' sway. His King is already
upon the throne; but first the Lord God will do-
s1t1'0y Satan’s fraudulent and deceptive rule in
the great battle of Armageddon, which ig in the
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- very near future. Then he will turn to the peo-
~ ple a pure message of truth, that they may know
just what to do. The people will then see that
God’s kingdom is in control of the affairs of the
world. In his prophecy the word “mountain” is
used as a symbol for the kingdom of God. When
the great Prince of Peace, the King of right-
eousness, Christ Jesus, is ruling, the world will
then be granted this great feast.

Concerning that feast it is written, in Isaiah
95:6: “And in this mountain [kingdom] shail
the Lord of hosts make unto all people a feast
of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat
things full of marrow, of wines on the lees well
refimed” Mark, this feast will not be for those
who have lived wantonly and who have robbed
the poor. Such will no longer have any advan-
tage. This feast of the Lord will be spread for
all the people so that all may have an equal and
fair opportunity to do right and feed at the
King’s table. Prohibition will no longer be en-
foreed then, because the promise of God is that
the people shall have well refined wine with their
other food. Both the wine and the food they will
use in moderation, because the commandment
of the Lord is that men must be moderate in
all things and not indulge to excess in anything.
The feast will continue, not for only a few days,
but forever, and every one who does right will
be sure that on each and every day he and his
loved ones will have all they need of food, rai-
ment and shelter. Every one will be required to
perform a reasonable amount of work, and that
will make everybody happy; and all will enjoy
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the fruits of their labors and will give praise to
Jehovah God, who is the Gliver of everything
good. i i

The great feast of the Lord’s kingdom will
also include an abundance of mental Lood, that
the people may grow in mind as well ag in body,
Jehovah God promises through his prophet
Isaiah (25:7): “And he will destroy in this
mountain [kingdom| the face of the covering
cast over all people, and the vail that 1s spread
over all nations.” There is a great amount of
ignorance and superstition now amongst the
peoples of earth. This ignorance is likened unto
a veil spread over the mind so that men cannot
see. Satan the Devil caused this blindness or
lack of understanding to be upon the people.
Satan and his power will soon be gone, and then
the people, without hindrance, shall see with
clearness the purpose of Jehovah God and will
appreciate his goodness and loving-kindness to-
ward them. :

All the people and the nationg of the carth
will come to know that Jehovah is the only truo
God and the true and lasting I'riend oft the pao-
ple. God will not permit a false teachor in tho
earth. Kyery teacher supplied for the peoplo
will be telling them the truth, What advantage
is there in telling these truths now? The Lovd
makes it clear that those who now learn theso
truths and immediately take their stand on (he
side of righteousness he will hring through (he
time of trouble, and they will he the first ones
to be blessed and to partake of his great fenst,
For this reason Jehovah is now sending men
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and women who are his witnesses and who come
to your doors telling you these truths. He causes
others of his witnesses to make bhooks setting
out these truths that you may learn concerning
him.

Farly in that great feast of the kingdom the
peoples of the carth will want to know about
their beloved dead. The promise of the Lord
is that then he will awaken all the dead and give
them an opportunity to live. The promise at
9 Pimothy 4:1 is that the Lord Jesus Christ
shall judge the living and the dead at his coming
and his kingdom. What will be the result of
that great judgment work? The prophet an-
swers, at Isaiah 25:8: “He will swallow up
death in victory; and the Lord God will wipe
away tears from off all faces; and the rebuke of
his people shall he take away from off all the
earth; for the Lord hath spoken it.”

A feast is a time of joy, and that will be a
time of great joy to the people. They will be
supplied with all the material food needed, and
their minds will be eonstantly fed upon the pre-
cious truths that will show them how they may
enjoy forever the blessings of life. Then the
prophet of J chovah describes the people’s com-
ing to the feast, and he says (Isaiah 35:10):
«And the ransomed of the T.ord shall return,
and come to Zion with songs, and everlasting
joy upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and
gladness, and SOrTOw and sighing shall flee
away.”

The prophet of & chovah God has described
the very things that the people have long de-
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i;;lecg. If ‘all the peop]_c}s of earth thig day knew
at marvelous blessings Jehovah has in store
for them, surely their burdens would ('|Ili(;l(1\f
fall from their shoulders and they would ro in’im'\
This statement is proven by the ‘words of God's
prophet showing the attitude of the ]N.'n]l]ti‘
W}lgﬂ they do partake of the great feast of (ho
kingdom. At Tsaiah 25:9 it is written: “And it
shall be said in that day, Lo, this is our (in(l:
we h.av? waited for him, and he will save us |
this is the Lord; we have waited for him \‘;/(:
will be glad and rejoice in his salvation.” T
These marvelous blessings which God has in
store for the people are certain to come and
that within a very short time. In this ]10;1; of
great distress, who would want to keep the peo-
ple in ignorance and blindness concerning these
great blessings coming to them? The Scrfptnroq
answer that Satan the Devil, who is the n-lig'hfn
invisible ruler of this world, is the one Wlﬁ'z)
keeps the people in blindness, and this he does
in his effort to turn them away from Jehovah
God. If you find men who are attempfinw ‘to
keep_you in ignorance of these great truths “and
who tell you not to read any hooks brought to
you concerning the Bible, you may know that
such men are not your friends, regardless ol;
who they are or whom they claim to be. Tt is cor-
tain ﬂjley represent your enemy the T)oifil" "T"e~
hoval’s witnesses are those men and. W(.m:lon
who love God and who are diligent in {rying (0
obey his commandments in bringing to the o l
tention of the people these great truthg illﬁli‘
now when they need them. In this mannop l';'lmyl
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are preaching the gospel of. Jehovah God’s
mighty kingdom. When they come to you avail
yourselves of the opportunity to look into these
truths and see for yourself what God has in
store for you. Know this for a certainty, that
here on earth in the kingdom of God now being
set up poverty will cease for ever and Prosper-
ity and happiness will abide with mankind for-
over and all the people will learn to. praise the
name of the great Jehovah God.

In your community there are men who claim
to be teachers of religion and spiritual advisers
of the people, and who at the same time violent-
ly oppose the message of truth that I am now
giving you, and which message is set forth in a
more amplified form in the books that are
brought to your homes by Jehovah’s witnesses.
Why should anyone oppose the telling of these
good things to the people? Could any injury
result to you by learning that God has in store
a great feast for suffering humanity? Could
any injury result to any other ereature or or-
ganization by having these truths now told to
the people? Yes, injury can and will result to
Satan and his wicked orgamnization, including
all of his agents who indulge in oppressing man-
kind and keeping them in blindness. Satan 1s
now desperately attempting to turn the people
away from God, but he will not succeed. Those
people of good will who now come in contact
with these precious and heart-cheering truths
contained in the Bible, and who give their heart
devotion tor Jehovah God and try to do right,
will work injury to Satan’s wicked organization.
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For that reason Satan and his agents o

the truth. Be assured of this, Hmi? I.]w‘, ””I:)T‘)loﬁf‘ﬁ
truth is now rising, and the opposers thercof
mi;g;ht as well try to sweep the ocean dry with
% room as to attempt to put down the truth.
tod will now have his truth told to the people
that they may know that he is the only Supremae

One and tl : s
st 1ife1,at they may learn the way to ever-

Understanding the Bible

OR MANY centuries the Bible has been a
mystery and very few understand much
thereof. If the Bible is God’s Word of
truth given for the instruction of men in i'ight-
eousness, then why have not all men who wanted
to do right had an understanding thereof ? th
has there been such a diversity of intexl'preta}:
tion by men? These important questions find
a full and complete answer within the Bible it-
self, and the answer will be helpful to all who
E?Vi)ef}llﬂly consider the same. The Bible gives
armonious reasons wh ew |
had an understanding of it. TR
We have the indisputable proof that the Bi-
ble 1s true, because Jesus who spoke with au-
thority said concerning it: It is the truth, Wae
%lsfn haye the positive testimony of Jesus that
l_aa.q,n the Devil is a liar and always resorts to
liesin his attempt to keep the people from know-
ing the truth. Satan is in opposition to God and
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the truth, and it follows that he will do ex;ery-
thing within his power to keep the peo}?lr e in
ignorance of what the Bible contams. Jesus
was the greatest exponent of truth eV:el"%]lll
earth, and he said that Satan had no paltT\\-? i
hima and always opposed him because Jesus
hoke the truth. :

5 Farly in the history of man Satan the Devil
induced men to set up a false religion, the pur-
pose being to blind them to the truth a_md t?
prevent them from knowing the tmth: ]:Slen 011:-
ganized governments, and all these go:velnmenl S
have had some kind of religion ; and Lh’(i peopte,
yielding to the subtle influence of Satan bIagen s%
eagily came under Satan's 1nﬂuence: I Gl’lequd
is written, in 1 John 5: 19, that the whole wor .
lies in the wicked one. Yielding to his ’mﬂu?ncu,
the people would therefore be kept in 1gNor z}él(_ze
of God’s Word of truth. In proof of this 1 is
written, in 2 Corinthians 4: Sy (W cy-m.q?ii_w
translation) : ‘If our gospel 18 veiled, ‘ghe_ve} 18
on the hearts of those who are pems]-nn.g,d 13
whom the god of this world [Satan] has blin %
their unbelieving minds so as to shut oult t te
radiance of the gospel of the glory of 0'111‘% 5
who is the image of God’ This is one of t wie
strong Bible reasons given why so few people
anderstand what it teaches.

The world is under Yatan’s influence and has.

long been in darkness. Christ J essu_?a_has bee,n
and is the light of the world; but if men are
turned away from Christ Jesus, they nece‘séa-
rilv walk on in darkness. According to thti stclll?-
ture just quoted, Satan has veiled the truth so0
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that the light concerning Christ Jesus, the Sa-
vior of the world and the righteous King, can-
not be known by those who yield to Satan’s in-
fluence.

Throughout the Christian era, however, God
has made it possible for those who diligently
seek the truth to understand the undamental
teachings of the Bible. In 2 Timothy 3: 16, 17
it is written: “All seripture is given by ingpira-
tion of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for
reproof, for correction, for ingtruction in vight-
eousness ; that the man of Gaod may he perfeet,
throughly furnished unto all good works” It
follows, then, that one must take his stand on
the side of God and devote himsell to Jehovah
God if he would understand the truth. In sup-
port of this it is written, in 1 Corinthians
2:14,10: “But the natural man receiveth nof
the things of the spirit of God; for they are
foolishness unto him ; neither can he know them
because they are spiritually discerned. But ('}O(i
hath revealed them unto us by his spirit; for
the spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep
things of God.”

If a man is educated in a theological school
and takes the title of “Doctor of Divinity”, does
not that give assurance that he has an under-
standing of the Scriptures? Not by any means,
because he must first be devoted to God. A title
conferred upon a man never proves that he is
deserving of that title. If a college teaches ils
men the doctrine of evolution concerning man,
and that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ does not
constitute the redemptive price for men, and
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then turns out these men with the title of “D.D.”,
and who hold and believe such doctrines, such
men could not understand the Bible, because
they have not faith in God and in Christ Jesus.
In Hebrews 11:6 it is written that no man can
please God without having faith, and that he
must believe that Jehovah is God and is the
rewarder of them that seek him.

The Secriptures are written to instruct the
man of God. One becomes a man of God in this
manner: By learning that Jehovah is God, and
that his beloved Son Christ Jesus is the Savior
of mankind by reason of his great sacrifice ; and
then the man must believe and conﬁdently rely
upon this information, and he must then take
his stand on the side of God and consecrate
himself to do God’s will, and thereby become a
follower of Christ Jesus, who said, in Matthew,
chapter sixteen: ‘If any man will be my disciple,
he must deny himself and take up his eross and
follow me.’

One who takes the steps mentioned God re-
celves and acknowledges as his son, and thereby
man becomes spiritual, because his right to life
is thereafter as a spirit creature. Thon he must
diligently apply himself to a study of the Bible
and, so domq, he will understand the truth as
God reveals it. The promise of the Lord to such
is that those who have the spirit of the Lord he
will guide into an understanding of the truth.

Many bright young men have been taken
through a theolowmal college, graduated with
honors, and given “the title of “Doctor of Divin-
ity”, who never made a conseeration to do the
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will of God. They become men learned in the
things of this world, but they have no under-
standing of the Bible. Jehovah God foreknew
and foretold just such, when he caused hig
prophet to write coneerning sueh men, in Isainh
29:10, 11, these words: ‘T'he proaohnrﬂ and your
rulers and seers he hath covered; and the vigion
is become unto them as the words of & hoolk {hat
is sealed, which men delivered (o one that fs
learned saying, Read this, 1 pray theo; and he
saith, I cannot, for it is an]lml' Then in the
thirteenth and fourteenth verses ol this BIGO
chapter the Lord shows that this blindness or
lack of understanding is due to the [act that
such men draw near to him with their mouths
but their hearts are far removed from him, Thae

most essential thing to an understanding of (he
Bible is for one to devote himself to God, Such
men only have been the ones who have had nn
understanding of the truth revealed during the
Christian era.

Kven to the man of God most of the Bible has
been shrouded in mystery until quite recently.
Now these mysteries are being cleared away,
because it is God’s due time. In 1914 Jehovah
placed his Son Jesus upon his throne, and in
1918 Christ Jesus came to the temple for judg-
ment, according to the Secriptures. That marks
a time when “the mystery of God [1s] finished”,
as stated in Revelation, chapter ten. The Lord
declares that greater light and understanding
of the Bible would come at the end of the world,
where we now are. The finishing of the mystery
of God clearly means the end of time for keep-
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1 game in mystery, and that then God
glogultclll ?nake known the meaning of these .hldde:?
things. Among these mysteries are, Who is God,
and what does his name signify? Is God rﬁ-
sponsible for all the sorrows and woes of t L%
world? Has he an organization, and what 1s_11,;2
What is the organization that opposes hlml_n.
What is Armageddon? Many of these mystenles
are cleared up by an understanding of Revela-
tion and Fzekiel, and God’s due time _has elc;m_e
to make these known to those who take their
otand on the side of the Lord. The two books en-
titled Light, dealing with Reve]_atlon',Land th}ele
books entitled Vindication, dealing with EZE}}{IE .
show how God has brought to pass the alcts
fulfilling these prophecies. T}}ese._Blble he*ﬁs
can be obtained from _J_ ehovah’s witnesses wio
come to your doors with the good news.

Tt is just as essential now as ever that m:tm
frst devote himself to God in order to un-
derstand His Word. By so domg;‘ he bgcoir%es
teachable and is therefore called meek”. a
man is wise in his own conceit and _1‘e11eshu_‘f1_)?n
his own understanding, he 18 not teacha Hil
Psalm twenty-five declares that the Lord %711
teach the meek in the way he should g(l) 1e
man who devotes himself to God quickly seIes
that the Bible is his Word of 1ns_trqct10nl. n
Psalm 119 it is written: “Phy word }}sl a 'F]?g
unto my feet, and a light unto my pat : un
the Bible points out the proper course 0%' gad
to take. Walking therein he 18 taught o d(zc
and learns his truth. A man does not n%e 3
go into a large building with a great steeple an
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bow down before men in order fo consecrafe
himself to God. IHe may devote himgell' to Jo-
hovah in his own private room at home, just
as well as anywhere elge. God looks upon the

- man’s motive and deals with him accordingly.

If a man wants to know the truth ag set out in
the Seriptures and makes an honest endeavor
the Lord will show him the truth.

We are now in the period of frangition from
the kingdom of darkness under Satan to the
kingdom of light under Chrigt, and every man
who now geeks meeknegs and vighteousnoess Clod
will teach his way that he may enter fully into
the favor of the Lord.

The public press has given wide publieation
to the fact, and the people generally know {rom
other sources, that the theological schools and
colleges do not teach “Christ Jesus, and him
crucified” as the Savior of the world, and they
do not teach that the kingdom of Glod under
Christ is the means of relief for the people;
therefore the people must receive an unders
standing of the truth from other sources. What,
then, shall the people do? Let each family begin
at once a study of the Bible at home. First, tell
the Lord of your desire to take your stand on
his side. Then take your Bible and the books
that enable you to find in the Bible the proof
texts and the facts set along beside the texts,
and carry on a systematic study of the Serip-
tures. You will quickly find that you are enjoy-
ing peace of mind and contentment that you
never had before. You will be able to see why
there is now so much perplexity and crying in
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the world, and clearly how God will shortly take
away all these things and bring to the world
everlasting peace and happiness.

Never was it so important for the people to
know the truth of the Bible as just now, and the
Lord has afforded the opportunity for the peo-
ple to understand it. These brief radio talks are
given at the expense of those who love God, to
aid the people to get an understanding of the
Bible. Men and women come to you with the
explanation to help you, and the Liord declares:
‘Blessed is the man that learns the truth and
walks therein.

If you would be a wise person you will not
give heed to the wisdom of worldly men who
Foach evolution and self-salvation, and who deny
the blood of Christ Jesus and the kingdom of
God as the only means of relief for mankind.
Tt is written, in 1 Corinthians, chapter one, that
the wisdom of this world is foolishness in the
sight of God. The world is rapidly erumbling
to pieces and worldly-wise men do not under-
<tand the reason why and cannot find the rem-
edy. The Word of God contains the answer as
to both the cause and the remedy, but this 1is

ignored by worldly-wise men. Consider now-

the words of divine instruction written in the
Bible, at Proverbs 2: 1-11: “My somn, if thou wilt
receive my words, and hide my commandments
with thee; so that thou incline thine ear unto
wisdom, and apply thine heart to understand-
ing: yea, if thou criest after knowledge, and
liftest up thy voice for understanding ; if thou
seekest her as silver, and searchest for her as
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for hid treasures; then shalt thou und '

. erst
the fear of the Lord, and find the knc)\vhe:‘??j({uclv(ll’
God. For the Lord giveth wisdom: out of his
mouth cometh knowledge and umfuml.n.mlinp;
He layeth up sound wisdom for the ri;rhtun\m:
he is a buckler to them that wall u;n'i;{h'l.lv. o
keepeth the paths of judgment, and prosoryvoeth
the way of his saints. Then shalt thou under-
stand righteousness, and judgmont, and equily ;
yea, every good path, When windom ontoroth
into thine heart, and knowledge i plonsant nnto
thy soul, diseretion shall pregerve theo unclmi'u
standing shall keep thee,” {
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Millions Coming Ba,ck from Hell!

_Every person who claims to be a Christian must
admit that he honestly believes that all who have died
will at some future time come out of the grave (the
Bible hell) as the Scriptures in many places declare,
or else quit his pretension to being a Christian. The
doctrines of the resurrection of the dead and the resto-
ration of the obedient ones to perfect human life on
earth are fundamental teachings of the Bible. Any-
one who does not believe them can, perforce, not be
a Christian.

Judge Rutherford’s books explaining the Bi-
ble not only prove these doctrines to be mag-
nanimous provisions by the Creator on behalf
of his human creatures, but show that with-
out the hope of the realization of these two
doctrines every other part of the Bible would
become meaningless and barren of purpose.

Choose a few books from the list of Judge Ruther-
ford’s writings and find out about the millions’ coming
back from hell.
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